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Gospel Conversations 


BY WILLARD W. BEAN 
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In a New York Business Office 


I arrived in Brooklyn Nov. 15, 1925, to assist Prest. B. H. 
Roberts for a brief period with his missionary school. I had previ- 
ously written my brother, Orestes U. Bean, who was associated 
with a company with offices on lower Broadway, that I expected to 
be in the metropolis for a two weeks stay and would call on him at 
their office. Accordingly, after getting my classes in physical culture 
at the school organized, I called on my brother. The office boy 
asked me whom I wished to see. I told him that I would like to 
speak to Mr. O. U. Bean. “Who shall I tell him wishes to see him?” 
he asked. “His brother Willard,” I replied. I was ushered into a 
back room where the following conversation took ‘place. 

“Well, well, brother Willard! Welcome to our city. Willard, 
meet Major , president of our company. Major, this 1s my 
brother Willard you have often heard me speak of. And this, 
Willard, is Mr. , our engineer. Also want you to meet Attorney 
My brother here is located up state, just out of Palmyra. 
He is caretaker of the Joseph Smith farm, made famous by reason 
of the fact that it is practically the birthplace of what you good 
people have been taught to believe is the biggest hoax and delusion 
ever turned loose on the public, but what we deluded (?) Mormons 
believe to be the real genuine goods. My brother Willard has 
‘not only a knockout argument but a knockout punch as well. He 
is a fair specimen of muscular Christianity and is here to direct 
the physical education in a school of about seventy young mission- 
aries. 

-Major—Well, this is interesting, a queer combination, and 
I am indeed pleased to form the acquaintance of your brother. (I 
assured him that the pleasure was mutual.) 

O. U. Bean—And now, Willard, we are going to hold a business 
meeting of the officers of our company at 11 a. m., and in the mean- 
time I have to make a flying trip up-town. You may go along with 
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te me or you may stay here and visit, read the paper, read the Gas 
Age, or look over our latest prospectus. I will be on the go all the 
time and will get back as soon as possible. But don’t go before I 
get back, as I want to arrange to have you take dinner and spend 
the evening with us up home. ~ 

Major—Leave your brother here with us, we would like to 
get better acquainted with him. (Exit O. U. Bean.) 

Major—Mr. ,Bean, our associations with your brother have 
been pleasant indeed. He is a born optimist and radiates con- 
fidence and assurance in all that he does or says. My confidence 
in him and in the soundness of his engineering and scientific ideas 

has grown steadily stronger and I have experienced great satis- 
faction in all my work with him. I regard him as a man of genius 
_and lofty character and principles. I have often heard him speak 
very complimentary of your theological and athletic ability and I 
have felt down in my heart a desire to get acquainted with you, not 
that I have any rating in either of these divisions, but I have 
always thought that a theologian and an exponent of physical 
culture, especially the manly art, made strange bed-fellows. 

Mr. B.—Wéll, you see, Major, I was born and raised in the broad 
and open spaces of the far West, living much of the time on the 
mountain ranges and valleys of the Rockies. I developed a good con- 
stitution and took naturally to athletics; and being born of goodly 
parents of pronounced virtues and Christian piety of a practical 
kind, I was moulded more or less by environment. | 

Major (looks at watch)—Mr. Bean, we have nearly an 
hour’s time before our business meeting which I intended to use 
up by dictating letters, but I believe they will keep until this 
afternoon. I have been tempted on one or two occasions to bom- 
bard your brother with questions, but something came up each 
time that changed my mind. You see, all I know about the Mor- 
mon people is what my wife told me, and all she knows is what 
she heard and read when she was a mere girl. When I told her 
that my present associate is a Mormon she threw up her hands 
in horror, and I was amazed to hear her run off stuff that had 
lingered in her memory for many years. I told her that I hoped to 
know more about you people some day and this may be the op- — 
portunity I have been looking for. First, may I ask, would you 
have any objections to having a few questions fired at you?” 

Mr. B.—None whatever, Major. I will be very glad to en- 

lighten you on any ae on that I am equal to. 
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Major—First, let me make a confession. My questions may 
be awkward and some of them even improper, and if so, don’t 
hesitate to tell me and help me to put them in better form, for I 
want to confess that my spiritual education has been lamentably 
neglected. And this, probably, is quite common with the entire 
business world. I cannot recall that I, ever read a chapter in the 
Bible in my life. I do remember that my mother occasionally 
read to us children, but I also remember that it was the dryest 
reading I ever listened to, and it bored me to the bone. I can also 
recall that I went to church with her a few times, but I received 
absolutely no benefit from the services, as I didn’t understand a 
thing that was going on. My mother told me that I was a member 
of the Methodist church, but I don’t remember when or how it 
happened. When I courted my wife, I didn’t know what church 
she belonged to until we discussed the question of the marriage 
ceremony, and she informed me that she belonged to the Methodist 
church, so we naturally got a Methodist minister to perform the 
ceremony. I don’t remember of attending church services while 
living there (Petersburgh, N. J.), but after we moved to Wash- 
ington, where I went into business, my wife became quite chummy 
with some members of the Presbyterian church, so we joined it. 
Then after we moved here to the big city (New York) we made 
new acquaintances and some of our dearest friends were, Epis- 
copalians. So in time we were prevailed upon to align ourselves 
with that church. Don’t ask me why I made these several switches 
or the differences between the churches I have been associated with, 
for I couldn’t answer you. All I can tell you is that our, annual 
church dues gradually grew from two or three figures to four and 
now to five figures. Were it not for these annual reminders I 
would forget that I am even a church member. And. now, Mr. 
Bean, through rather intimate association with your brother I 
have learned to have a very high regard for your people and am 
really anxious to learn just how much of that fairy story stuff my 
wife rehearsed to me is true. 

_ Mr. B.—All this is interesting, yet nothing particularly new 
tome. I have spent the greater portion of the past 25 years among 
non-Mormons and have met with all these stories which have 
come from pulpit, press, magazine, and sensational novels. It 
only demonstrates the truth of Bobby Burns’ words—“‘A lie will 
get out a crack in the house while the truth gets fast in the door- 
way. Or the words of one of our modern poets who said—“A 
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lie will travel many leagues before the truth gets its boots on.” 
But you may proceed to ask questions on any topic or topics you 
wish ventilated, and I will endeavor to answer them as briefly” 
as possible, so as not to trespass on your time. 


Why Called Mormons 


Major—First, may I ask, why are you people called Mormons? 

Mr. B.—Because we believe in the authenticity of a book 
entitled the Book of Mormon. . 

Major—What is the Book of Mormon? | 

Mr. B.—The Book of Mormon might be properly termed ride 
American volume of Scripture, giving as it does an account of the 
ancient inhabitants of the American continent covering the time 
between 2,200 B. C. to 420 A. D. 

Major Why 3 is it called the Book of Mormon? a 

Mr. B.—Because it is an abridgment of the accumulated 
records of the pre-Columbian civilization of America, written by 
a man named Mormon, who wrote this abridgment, or abbreviated 
history, in what he called reformed Egyptian characters on gold 
plates. 

Major—Who was this man Mormon? 

Mr. B.—Mormon was a prominent prophet-general who led 
his people, the Nephites, against their warlike foes, the Lamanites 
(now called Indians) in their final battles in Cumorah Land, now 
known as the drumlin hills of western New York. He was ee in 
battle about 400 A. D. 

Major—If this man, Mormon, fell in battle, what became uF 
his abridgment? 

Mr. B.—It was completed by his son, Moroni, who survived 
his father some 20 years, and finally, when hard pressed by the 
enemy, he carefully hid the records in the hill where they were 
making their headquarters, using it as their official signal and + 
lookout hill, called by them Cumorah but known locally as “Mormon 
Hill hich hill is situated on the state road midway between the 
viNteeee of Palmyra and Manchester. 

Major—Well, if this man Moroni buried the record in this 
hill away back there in 420 A. D., how then did you people Bee 
possession of it? 

Mr. B.—On September 21, 1823, a young man by the name of 
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Joseph Smith, on retiring for the night, sought the Lord in earnest 
supplication. In answer to his prayer a heavenly messenger 
appeared before him surrounded by a halo of light even brighter 
than thenoonday sun. He introduced himself as Moroni, a proph- 
et that once lived upon this, the American continent. He said 
he had been sent from the presence of God to tell him of the ex- 
istence of this record and of the work that God was about to estab- 
lish on the earth, and the boy was given a vision of the hill in which 
the record had some fourteen centuries before been deposited. 

Attorney—Pardon me, but this is becoming very interesting. 
(Leaves desk and moves chair near.) This is something really 
worth while and if you have no objections I will join you. 

Mr. B.—I am sure I have no objections, and I presume it 
will be all right with the Major. 

Major—Not in the least. In fact, you may think of things I 
can’t. Now, Mr. Bean, proceed to tell us how you got the book. 

Mr. B.—The angel gave him much light on the work that 
was about to come forth, giving considerable data as to the 
record and told Joseph to meet him at the hill that had been shown 
him in vision, the following morning. On arriving at the hill as 
per appointment, the messenger appeared to him and showed 
him, for the first time, the sacred record. He was told that if he 
would be humble and prayerful he would be the instrument in 
the hands of the Lord in bringing it forth. On September 22, 1827, 
the record, together with a Urim and Thummim and a breast- 
plate, were delivered to Joseph Smith with positive instructions 
concerning their care. 


Major—What was this Urim and Thummim you refer to? 


Mr. B.—The Urim and Thummim were quite common 
among the prophets of Old Testament days and constituted a man 
a Seer. It consisted of two transparent stones set in a bow which 
was in-turn fastened to a breastplate. Joseph would put on the 
breastplate which resembled ancient armor, adjust the Urim and 
Thummim through which he would look upon the characters on the 
plates, and as the interpretation came to him he would dictate same 
to his scribe, who in turn wrote it down. The translation was finished 
and the first edition, consisting of 5,000 copies, was printed early in 
1830. 

-Major—And re is the origin of the Mormon Bible. 

Mr. B.—Pardon me, Major, but the Book of Mormon in no 
sense supplants the Bible with us. 


‘ 


A 
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Attorney—Then youdo believe in the Bible the satne as other 
churches? 

Mr. B.—No, we do not accept it the same as do other churches, 
the principal difference being that we accept it more literally. 
For general use we take the Anglican Bible known as King James’ 
translation, allowing only for the small discrepancies and inter- 
polations. 

Major—Your contention is, then, that the Bible as we have 
it is faulty. 

Mr. .B.—Faulty in letter but not in spirit. The Apostle Paul 
says—‘‘The letter killeth, but it is the spirit that giveth life.” 
You: have probably noticed while reading the Bible—— 


Major—Beg pardon, but I have not noticed, probably because 
I have never read a chapter in it. 

Attorney—That is about my fix. I think, however, that I 
have read the ten commandments, whether in the Bible or else- 
where, I have just forgotten. 

Mr. B.—Ha! ha! Well, I will put it in different form. WHEN 
you read the Bible, you will notice in every chapter that words, 
and sometimes whole sentences are written in italicized letters. 
These are not a portion of the original scriptures, but are inter- 
polations by the translators to make sense as they understood it. 
But in some cases it makes nonsense. 

-Attorney—Can you give us an example where it makes non- 
sense? 

Mr. B.—Yes, I think so. For our present needs I might refer 
you to Paul’s second epistle to Timothy 3:16, ‘All scripture IS . 
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.” Strictly 
speaking, magazines, fiction, literature generally is scripture, but 
to say that they are, in all cases, profitable for “doctrine, reproof, 
for correction, instruction in righteousness,” would be absurd and 
nonsense. But leave out the little word ¢s in italics and it would 
be sensible. It would then read—‘‘All scripture given by inspira- 
tion of God would’ be profitable,’etc. It matters not whether 


such scripture was given 1,800 years ago, or in our own time, if 


given by “inspiration of God”’ it is profitable to us.’ For that reason 
we accept the Book of Mormon as the word of God, also the Bible, 
with minor reservations, and wish that the Christian world would | 
accept the latter as literally as we do. | 
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The Restored Church of Christ 





Major—When was the Mormon Church organized? 

Mr. B.—There is no Mormon Church. The name Mormon 
was given to us in derision by our maligners, because we verily 
believe the Book of Mormon to be an inspired book, just as the 
disciples of the despised Jesus of Nazareth were dendiaely called 
Christians by their enemies because they believed him to be the 
Christ. 

_ Major—When did your church come into being? 

Mr. B.—It was officially organized with six members on April 
6, 1830, in the town of Fayette, Seneca County, State of New York. 

Major—You say the name Mormon is merely a nickname given 
to you by the other churches, then what is the official name of your 
church? 

Mr. B.—We have no church, but the church with which we 
are identified was organized under the direction and by the authority 
of Jesus Christ and it is only natural that it should take upon itself 
his name. Hence the official name of his Church is “The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,” Latter-day Saints being added to 
distinguish us from former-day Saints. 

Attorney—I would infer from your remarks that you take 
Jesus Christ quite literally. | 

Mr. B.—Most assuredly. We believe that Jesus of Nazareth 
is the very Son of God, the Eternal Father; that “there is none other 
name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved,” 
and that ‘every knee shall bow (either here. or hereafter) and every 
tongue confess that Jesus is the Christ.” 

Major—I can see the consistency of your claim that the Church 
of Jesus Christ should be called by his name, but what, if any, are 
the differences between the Latter-day Saints Church and other 

churches? | ) 

Mr. B.—Well, in order to be consistent, we believe, and would 
naturally expect, that if Christ has established his Church in these 
Jast days, it would resemble the church that was established formerly. 
If you will read the twelfth chapter of Ist Corinthians and the 
fourth chapter of Ephesians, you will get a fair idea as to the 
church in the days of the Apostles. It is there likened unto a 
perfect body, with the various gifts and officers likened to the 
different members of the body, all with different functions, yet 
all one harmonious whole animated by one spirit, etc. Itis generally 
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admitted that the so-called Mormon Church is the most perfect 
organization extant. And why shouldn’t it? “By one spirit are 
we all baptized into one body.” 1 


Major—What, in brief, do you people wah 


Mr. B.—Well, to be consistent, again I will answer that we 
teach the same things that the Master taught, even the WHOLE 
Gospel, which Paul says is “the power of God unto salvation.” 
The Gospel in its broadest sense includes the total knowledge of 
all the ages, whether revealed by prophet, poet, philosopher, sage, 
statesman, or scientist. It embraces all that is good for man. 


Attorney—That’s a broad enough platform for us all to stand 
on. I don’t see how anybody can object to that. (Looks at watch.) 
But, Major, do you know we are getting dangerously near our 
meeting hour? 


Major—True, and I’m really sorry, as this is interesting to me 
and has whetted up my appetite for more. Mr. Bean, have you a 
prayer book, confession of faith, or something I could take home 
for my wife to read? 


Mr. B.—No, I have no literature with me. But we have no 
machine-made or copyrighted prayers. Neither are we circum- 
scribed in our belief by any creeds or dogmas. But we do have 
what we call our Articles of Faith, which might be said to give an 
epitome of our belief. It consists of thirteen articles which were 
written out at the request of a newspaper editor years ago, and 
which I shall be pleased to mail you if you wish me to. 

Major—Good! I will be pleased to receive a copy, and. while 
you are at it you might take time to clear up a few more questions 
that areon my mind. But don’t come back at me and ask anything 
about the churches I have belonged to, for I am a blank. They all 
look alike to me and I don’t know how any of them started. There 
are so many churches nowadays that I suppose fe sprung up 
like mushrooms. (Laughter. ) 

Mr. B.—Very well, Major, as I am not an entire stranger: to 
the organization and beatae of other churches, I may be able to © 
make the necessary comparisons without askitte any questions. 

Major—One question now on my mind is: Why the unpop- 
ularity of your church? . 

Mr. B.—Pardon me, but you mean the Church of Jesus Christ. 

Major—That’s right, you see, I need coaching. Next—What 
are some of the outstanding differences between you—that is, 
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the Church of Jesus Christ and the various churches of the day. 
If you have occasion to quote scripture, give chapter and verse, 
as, in case I can get my wife to listen to it, she may demand proof, 
and it will furnish her something to do to look up the references in 
the Bible. (Enter Orestes U. Bean with Mr.—, city chemist, 
and Mr.—, of the Standard Oil company.) 

Mr. O. U. B.—Well, Willard, how did you put in the time? 

Mr. B.—Have been ce every minute, and we have had a 
very interesting session, have we not, Major? 

Major—I’ll say we have. And I have learned more about 
churches than I ever knew before, and what’s more, we have 
arranged to take a correspondence course in Mormonism. (Laugh- 
ter.) And now, Mr. Bean, we will be tied up in a business session for 
an hour or so, but we want you to know that you will always be a 
welcome visitor to this office. Come in whenever convenient and 
make yourself at home whether we are here or not. The office boy 
will always be here to welcome you. 

Mr. B.—Thank you, Major, and it is just possible I shall 
call again before I leave for upstate. I bid you all good-bye. (Exit. ) 


-Unpopularity of the Latter-day Saints 


Palmyra, N. Y., Feb. 24, 1926. 
Major , New York City, N. Y. 

My dear Major:—Pursuant to my promise while in your 
office, I am enclosing a copy of our Articles of Faith, which you 
will observe are very brief, yet, by careful perusal, you ay observe 
that they form a concrete basis broad enough and strong enough 
for all humanity to stand upon without being crowded and without 
danger of the foundation giving way under them. (Articles of 
F aith follow. ) 

-I also take pleasure in answering your question “Why the 
unpopularity of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints?” 
Unpopularity and persecution have been a heritage of God’s 
chosen people even ‘from the beginning. The devil was a “liar 
from the beginning,” and lying and misrepresentation have been 
his most effective weapons in combatting the truth in all ages. 
Whenever God has had a-message to deliver to his children here 
on the earth, he has revealed his mind and will to his chosen and 
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duly authorized servants, the prophets. These messages have ever 
met with stubborn resistance. The prophets have been ridiculed, 
persecuted and many of them met death in their faithful endeavors 
to get these messages before the people. Noah had a message 
for the inhabitants of the earth and tried for 120 years to put it 
over, but the people would not heed his message. The only ones 
who took him seriously were members of his immediate family. 
They were saved while the balance of the inhabitants came to 
grief. (Genesis, chapter 6.) 

Lot, son: of Haran and nephew of Abraham, had a message 
fanthie Reaple of Sodom and Gomorrah, but the only ones who 
accepted it were members of his own household; they were saved 
while the others were destroyed. John the Baptist had a message 
of repentance for the people and was very zealous in presenting it, | 
but he was put in prison, and finally put to death by Herod, who 
took offense at his message. 

Jesus of Nazareth, the Christ, the Son of God, had a message, 
but when he Gndertaok to get it bore the people he met a perfect 
barrage of abuse and malignity. He repeatedly tried to explain to 
the superpious Jews that the message was not his, but that he 
had received it from his Father, the God of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob, whom they pretended to worship. But he proved even 
more unpopular than the prophets who had preceded him. It is 
written that the “Common people heard him gladly,” but the 
proud and haughty Pharisees who loved to bedeck themselves in 
costly regalia, to “receive the salutations in the market places,” 
and. who occupied the ‘‘chief seats in the synagogues; who would 
exact excessive “‘usury from the poor widows,’ yet assume an air 
of piety and offer long sanctimonious prayers “‘to be heard of men,” 
reviled the “common people” who dared to become Jesus’ disciples, 
saying— ‘““We know that God spake unto Moses; as for this fel- 
low. (Jesus) we know not from whence he is.” ((John 9:29. ) 

Yes, Major, if we were to take the opinions, at face value, of 
the ee (Rabbis), scribes, chief priests, Pharisees, Sadducees, 
Nazarites, the eccleninstical: and political dignitaries generally 
in the time of Christ’s ministry in Palestine, we would be forced 
to admit that he was a disturber, a pestilent fellow, and a dis- 
cordant. element in the community. To say the least, he didn’t 
rate very. high among the chief citizenry. They dubhed him as a 

“wine-bibber, a glutton, and a friend of publicans and sinners,” 
(Luke 7: £34); “ a desecrater of the Sabbath day anda blasphemer’? 
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(John 5:18); “a malefactor” (John 18:30). Yes, Major, ‘the: 
truth has always been unpopular, and even Christ, when he 
undertook to present it to the world, was branded as an impostor 
and crucified as a malefactor. : 

And not once during his earthly ministry did the Son of God 
even hint that his true followers would ever be noted for their 
popularity, but quite the,reverse. Christ did not say in his memor- 
able Sermon on the Mount, “Blessed are the rich, proud and 
haughty, who walk with outstretched necks, dress in costly raiment, | 
ride in gilded chariots, who seek the praise of men, and would 
have all men speak well of them; who occupy Rich piiced pews in 
the synagogues, who offer up lone prayers, and do their alms in 
public places to attract the attention of the populace.” But he’ 
did say: ; 
“Blessed are the meek,” and “Blessed are they whieh are | 
persecuted for righteousness” sake. 

“‘Blessed are ye when men shall revile you, and persecute you, 
and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely for my sake. 
Rejoice, and be exceeding glad; for great is your reward in heaven: 
for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.: 
(Matt. 5:10-12.) 

“They shall put you out of the synagogues; yea, the time 
cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God 
service.” (John 16:2.) 

“If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me erelins 
hated you. If ye were of the world, the world would love his own; 
but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of 
the world, therefore the world hateth you. . . . The servant is not 
greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also. 
persecute you.” (John 15:18-20.) 

The Apostle James wrote: ““Take, my brethren, the prophets, 
who have spoken in the name of the Lord, for an example of suffer- 


_, ing, affliction and patience.” (Jas. 5:10.) 


The Apostle Peter also wrote: “If ye suffer for righteousness’ 
sake, happy are ye; and be not afraid of their terror, neither be 
troubled; for it is better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer 
~ for well Aeine. than for evil doing.” (I Peter 3:14, 17.) - 

The same apostle further says: “If ye be reproached for the 
name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory and of God 
resteth upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your 
part he is glorified . . . Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let. him 
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not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf.” I Peter 
4:14, 16.) 

“Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer 
persecution.” (II Tim. 3:12.) 

It is written of Jesus: “Though he were a Son, yet learned he 
obedience by the things which he suffered; and being made per- 
fect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that 
obey him.” (Heb. 5:8,9.) And we Latter-day Saints join with 
the Apostle Paul in saying, “I am not ashamed of the Gospel of 
Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth.” (Rom. 1:16.) f 

You will readily see by the above quotations, and many others 
that might be cited, that the Gospel of Jesus Christ was never 
intended to popularize its adherents. We learn to “look not on 
the things that are seen: for the things which are seen are temporal, 
but the things that are not seen are eternal,” and we learn to endure 
“our light affliction, which is but for a moment” (compared with 
eternity), having the promise of ‘‘a more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory.” (II Cor. 4:17,18.) So we are not surprised when 
we are “everywhere spoken against.” (Acts 28:22.) We naturally 
expect to suffer more or less “‘tribulation” and be referred to as 
“evil doers,” and it would be our undoing if we were ever absorbed 
into the maelstrom of churches of the day. 

Streams that move along peacefully and sluggishly gather 
sediment; the water becomes stagnant, nauseous and impure. 
It has to be taken through some filtering process before it is fit 
for culinary purposes. But a stream that comes from the mountain 
gorges, overcoming obstacles, tossed about by huge boulders, 
falling over precipices, fanned by the breezes, takes on oxygen and 
purifies itself. 

Any kind of a fish can swin down stream or drift with the 
tide. Only the game fish tackle the mountain streams. You 
seldom see a carp or other scavenger fish associating with trout in 
a mountain stream. They are out of their natural element and will 
soon drift down until they find their habitat in some stagnant 
pond or swamp where they can bury themselves in the mud. | 

So it is with the churches. The majority of people prefer to 
follow the crowd and drift with the tide along streams of easiest 
resistance. When God sends out his “fishers” (Jer. 16:16), they 
usually find those who are willing to breast the current of popular 
opinion, falsehood and misrepresentation for the sake of the Gospel 
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of Jesus Christ; who are willing to leave “father and mother, 
sister and brother, houses and lands’ and have their “name cast 
“out as evil.” (Luke 12:52, 53.) One has to have backbone to. 
become a Latter-day Saint, or “Mormon.” Anciently those who 
believed in the Gospel were dubbed Christians by their maligners. 
Now that the same Gospel has been restored to earth, it is nick- 
named “‘Mormonism.” 

“Whosoever, therefore, shall be ashamed of me and of my 
words, in this adulterous and sinful generation,of him also shall 
the Son of Man be ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his 
Father with his holy angels.” (Mark 8:38.) Be) 
Willard W. Bean. 


Some Differences Between the Restored Church and Other 
- Churches 


Palniyray N.Y,” March, ).1926. 
Major—, New York City, N. Y. 

My dear Major:—I will now proceed to answer your second 
question, viz.: ‘What are some of the outstanding différences 
between the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and other 
Churches?” 

That is such a big question and covers so much ground that 
it is almost necessary to answer it on the instalment plan. 
Hence I shall not take up the doctrinal differences at this writing. 
I will necessarily have to be brief, yet wish to be tolerant and re- 
spectful toward other churches. We do not believe that all other 
churches are wholly wrong, but do believe that they teach more 
or less of the Gospel of Christ. Neither do we minimize the good 
they have done and are doing for the betterment of the world. 
) I might use an incident in history to explain our attitude to- 

ward other churches. It is said that while the young and promising 
Italian painter, Raphael, was pursuing his work in the city of 
Florence, and at the same time taking lessons in simplicity of 
expression and strength of outline from the older, and at that 
time more eminent painter, Michelangelo, he secured a contract 
to paint the interior decorations of a chapel. Michelangelo and a 
friend happened to be passing and decided to step in and see how 
the young artist was getting along with his work. Raphael hap- 
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pened to be out at the time and Michelangelo, after critically 
viewing the unfinished painting, quietly removed his frock, took 
a crayon and drew the outlines of a figure more in porportion, as 
he thought, to the wall space; put on his frock and walked out. His 
friend ventured to ask why he had drawn the outlines on the wall 
and he replied, ‘‘I criticize by construction and not by finding 
fault ti: 

It might be well to explain our relationship, or lack of relation- 
ship, to other churches by saying that we are not of Catholic 
origin, as we make no claim to an unbroken succession of authority 
from the apostolic days. We are not of Protestant origin, as we 
are not an offshoot from any of the churches of the Reformation. 
Luther, Zwingli, Wickliffe, Melancthon, Calvin and others thought 
they saw corruption, irregularities, and fearing the great church 
was drifting away from the “straight and narrow path” under- 
took certain reforms and were excommunicated for their trouble. 
The Catholic Church went on and the reformers finding themselves 
cut off, proceeded to found other organizations. 

Weare not Anglican, as we did not break away from the Church 
of England. It is not my purpose to follow out the origin of the 
various churches that sprung from the Catholic Church. We 
respect the claim of our Catholic friends who believe that the Church 
of Jesus Christ has remained intact from the days of the Messianic 
period. We likewise respect the views of our Protestant friends who 
verily believe that the Catholic Church drifted into apostasy, and 
that they, the reformers, rescued all that was worth saving, and 
took to the life-boats,; and that the multiplicity of contending 
churches represent the Church of Jesus Christ in its pristine beauty. 

We are not fettered by any set creed or dogmas and are not 
even considered orthodox by our Christian friends. We do not 
believe that God is responsible for the heterogeneous condition of 
modern Christendom. We do not believe that God should be 
credited, or blamed, for the existence of the hundreds of churches,” 
creeds and cults of the day. And we are not alone in our belief 
‘that the present lamentable condition is the result of selfish, am- 
‘bitious men who, disregarding the sacredness of the ministry,. 
look upon it as one of the learned professions. We also believe 
that the prophets saw the present predicament when they spoke 
of men ‘“‘Desiring to be teachers of the law, understanding neither 
what they say nor whereof they affirm,” have swerved from the 
truth and turned to vain jangling. (I Tim. 1:6,7.) Paulsaw that 


GOSPEL CONVERSATIONS 17 


“after his departure grievous wolves would enter in, not sparing the 
flock, and that “men would arise speaking perverse things to draw 
away disciples after them.” (Acts 20:29, 30.) He also saw that 
“perilous times” would overtake the church, for men would become 
“lovers of themselves, covetous, boasters, blasphemers, lovers of 
pleasure more than lovers of God; having a form of godliness, 
but denying the power thereof,” men of corrupt minds would be 
“reprobate concerning the faith.” (II Tim. 3:1-8.) “And Jesus 
said they would worship him in vain, “teaching for doctrines the 
commandments of men.” (Matt. 15:9.) False teachers were 
to spring up among them who would privily bring in damnable 
heresies, and many would follow their pernicious ways, and through 
covetousness and with feigned words, make merchandise of the 
souls of men. (II Peter 2:1-3.) “For the time will come when they 
will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they 
heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; and they shall turn 
away their ears from the truth and shall be turned unto fables.” 
(II Tim. 4:3-4.) Peéople would “‘Forsake God, the foundation of liv- 
ing waters and hew them out cisterns, broken cisterns that can hold 
no water.” (Jer. 2:13.) And “darkness shall cover the earth and gross 
darkness the minds of the people.” (Isa. 60:2.) “The earth also is de- 
filed under the inhabitants thereof, because they have transgressed 
the laws, changed the ordinance, broken the everlasting covenant.” 
(Isa. 24:5.) Yes, “certain men crept in unawares .. . turning the 
grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, 
and our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Jude 3.) 

You will see, Major, that the prophets, by the spirit of proph- 
ecy, saw our day. Put all the above quotations in the present 
tense and you have the present status of Christianity so called. 
You will also observe from the following excerpts that the present 
moulders of thought and leading lights of modern Christendom are 
becoming very much alarmed over the present lamentable 
Se BItatIONs 5. 


Views of Religious Leaders 


Pope Pius XI in his Encyclical of Dec. 23, 1925, stigmatizes 

the fact that gradually the Christian religion has been reduced to 
the level of false religions, shamefully lowering it to their standard. 
He uses the following words: “Lack of religion is contempt of God, 
discord among peoples, unchaining of the lowest passions, some- 
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times disguised as patriotism, greed of earthly goods, contempt of 
domestic duties, disorder and instability in families, and the whole 
of society pushed toward ruin.” 

On January Ist, at the end of the Catholic Holy Year, the Pope 
issued the following in a message to the world:—“‘Lord, be the king 
not only of the faithful who have never abandoned You, but also 
of the prodigal sons who have left You. Make them soon return 
to the paternal home. Be the King of those who live in error, 
recalling them to the fountain of truth and unity and faith, in 


order soon to make one fold under one shepherd. Be the king to - 


those still in darkness of idolatry or Islamism. Do not refuse to 
raise them to the light of Your kingdom.” 

Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick says, ‘‘A religious reformation 1s 
afoot, and at heart it is the endeavor to recover for our modern 
life the religion of Jesus as against the vast, intricate, largely 
inadequate and often positively false religion about Jesus. Chris- 
tianity to-day has largely left the religion which he preached, 
taught and lived, and has substituted another kind of religion 
altogether. 

“Tf Jesus should come back to earth now, hear the mythologies 
built up around him, see the creedalism, denominationalism, 
sacramentalism, carried on in his name, he would certainly say, 
“If this is Christianity, I am not a Christian.” 

Dr. Geo. H. Derry: “The world is mortally sick with a disease 
resulting from the disintegration of religion.” 

Dr. Woelfkin: “Some new movement in evangelical Chris- 
tianity is imperative and therefore sure to come.” 


Dr. Nixon: “How can our Christianity meet the challenge of. 


this semi-pagan world, without a fresh, inner experience of God?” 

Dr. Fosdick further says: ‘We need a kind. of Christianity 
that will bring people together instead of tearing them apart. 
It is not irreligion that is now the menace of Christianity, but bad 
religion. What a red-letter day it would be if present day Chris- 
tianity could be baptized with the spirit of Christ. I find some of 
the miracle narratives of scripture historically incredible. I do 


not believe in the resurrection of the flesh. I do not believe in the 


physical return of Jesus.” | 
Dr. Stanley J. Keith: ‘We are prone to accept too easily the 

judgments of men of intellect and experience. Spiritual reve- 

lations are more dependable as guides to the solution of great ques- 


> 
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tions than the judgments of the supposedly sound, trained mortal 
mind.” 

Rev. Frank Carleton Doan, Ph. D.: “Many thoughtful men 
and women today are thoroughly alarmed over the present world 
situation. On all sides you can hear these voices of despair crying 
in the wilderness, on all sides men searching for some modern 
Moses who will lead them into some promised land. Indeed, the 
One promising sign in the midst of this present world darkness is 
the almost pathetic eagerness with which men are looking for a 
new prophet and a new religion. The world, I say, is waiting for 
a modern Moses to proclaim this new religion, and to usher in this 
new world faith for which a broken-hearted humanity is longing 

- and praying today.” 

Rev. T. H. Martin: “For a long time the following questions 
have been uppermost in my mind: 

“Is the church anything but a mere social organization? 
Is Christianity of today the true doctrine of the Christ of the Bible? 
Has the so-called Christianity of today anything in it that ought 
to attract more than any other creed that is supposed to help 
humanity? Is not the church of today being boycotted and that 
justly? Are we not today concocting questionable schemes to operate 
our churches? Are the leaders in our churches truly pious and 
sincere? Is not the real object of the minister personal aggrandize- 
ment?” 

You will observe by the above quotations that our modern 
theologians virtually admit that the present condition of chaotic 
Christianity is a literal fulfillment of prophetic predictions. The 
world has been drifting some centuries without prophet, seer, 
Urim and Thummim, or revelator, to receive instruction fresh 
from the Fountain-head. They are like their ancient prototypes, 
the superpious Pharisees and Sadducees who had been without a 
prophet for more than 400 years, yet hoping and praying for the 

-promised Messiah to come and deliver them from the Roman 
oppression. He came in his Father’s name, but they turned a 
deaf ear to his message; abused him, persecuted him, and finally 
. put him to death. 


Our Message to the World 


So in this age when Christianity is floundering and apparently 
about ready to take the count, its chief sponsors have become 


% 
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alarmed and are hoping and praying for a prophet, a Moses to 
lead them out of the wilderness of despair and plant them on the 
rock of salvation. 

The inspired prophets who peered into the future and saw the 
present dilemma of Christendom, also saw that the Lord would 
prescribe an effective remedy for the world’s ills. “‘Forasmuch 


as this people.draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips” 


do honor me, but have removed their hearts far from me, and their 
fear toward me is taught by the precept of men; therefore, behold, 
I will proceed to do a marvelous work among this people, even a 
marvelous work and a wonder; for the wisdom of their wise men 
shall perish, and the understanding of their prudent - men shall 
be hid.” --Clsaz 29:13) 14.) 

John the Revelator saw how it would be introduced and Fe dered: 
“I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the ever- 
lasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to 
every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, saying with a 
loud voice, Fear God and give glory to ‘him; for the hour of his 
judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, 
and the sea, and the fountains of water.” (Rev. 14:6, 7.) 

That, Major, is our message to the world. Not a perpetuated 
church, not a reformed church, but a RESTORED church, with 
the fulness of the Everlasting Gospel, and the keys and author- 
ity of the holy Priesthood committed to man in this, “the dis- 
pensation of the fulness of times’ (Eph. 1:10.), even the time of 
the “restitution of all things that God has spoken by the mouth 
of all his holy prophets since the world began. (Acts 3:21.) 

Yes, this is our testimony, that the angel delivered the Gospel 
message tothe boy prophet Joseph Smith, who is coming to be rec- 
ognized as the great American prophet of latter days. Itisthe duty 
and business of the Latter-day Saints to carry this message to all na- 
tions. It is a message of “‘life unto life or of death unto death.” We 
glory not that we preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ, for necessity is 
laid upon us, and woe be unto us, if we preach not the Gospel. We do 
it joyfully and willingly, and we preach it without charge. (I Cor. 9:- 


16, 17.) Yes, it is our mission to carry this unpopular message to the ~ 


children of men, even though we are “‘hated of all men for Christ’s 
sake” (Luke 21:17) and we draw much comfort from the scriptures 


which say, “Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well of you! - 
for so did their fathers to the false prophets.” (Luke 6:26.) “Which 


? 


@é 
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of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted?” (Acts 7:52.) 
“T am comein my Father’s name, and ye receive me not; if another 

~ shall come in his own name, him ye will receive.” (John 5:43.) 
Yes, Major, this is the modern prophet’s message, that our 
~-modern divines have been hoping and praying for, and it shared 
the same fate that the same message met in former days. The 
message is unpopular and the prophet was persecuted all his life, 
imprisoned often, and finally murdered in cold blood as an im- 
postor by a fonencal mob; thus sealing his testimony of the divinity 


of his work with his own blood. 
Willard W. Bean 


Spiritual Growth and Decay—Immortality of the Soul 


Si ese Bee New York City, N. Y., March, 1926 
Mr. Willard W. Bean, Palmyra, N. Y. 

My dear Mr. Bean: You will pardon my seeming. neglect 
in acknowledging receipt of your very welcome. lettérs in answer 
‘to my questions, and you may rest assured that they were appre- 
ciated. I-read them to our office force and a couple of visitors who 
happened to be in, and I think, with one possible exception, they 
thoroughly Enioren them. You will probably recall that our 
engineer, Mr. H—, who by the way is a fine fellow, but,as you will 
‘recall, did not warm up to the religious discussion in our office the 

“day you were here. 

- I glean from conversations with him later on the subject, 
that when a boy he took quite a keen interest in church work, 
‘especially. Sunday school work, and was an ardent reader of oe 
Bible. But as he grew into young manhood, especially after he 
entered college, he cooled off perceptibly. He now argues that we 
“are all here on earth by accident or chance, and if there is such a 

_ thing as a hereafter, he will take another chance, and thinks he will 

stand as good a chance as some of the pious ones. Says the min- 

- istry is simply a Sunday profession and mercenary graft. That 

‘the minister lays more stress on the necessity of a fat collection than 

‘ he does on his Bible text. That the whole system is bunk, etc. 

He seems obdurate and I am not equal to the occasion. If you have 

any suggestions as to how to get him to thinking, kindly drop mea 
few lines at. eg own convenience. 

sige Eu | Sincerely yours, Major—— 
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P. S.—It might be interesting to you to know that I took your 


letters up home with me, and that my wife has spent some very 
busy moments with the Bible since. She seems much surprised 
to know that your people believe in the divinity of Jesus Christ. 
She refers to your letters as ‘“‘abbreviated epistles of pastoral 
letters.” She would like to personally ask you some questions 
which she thinks would make you think to answer. 


Elder Bean’s Reply 


Palmyra, N. Y., March, 1926 
Major——, New York City, N. Y. | 


My dear Major:—Your brief missive duly received. I note 

what you say relative to our friend Mr. H— as being dead as to things 
spiritual, etc. 
; A seed planted in good soil if given proper moistureand plenty 
of sunshine will grow and flourish; but if you were to obstruct the 
sunlight, by covering it over, the plant will wither and die. If 
we farmers properly prepare our soil before we seed it to potatoes, 
corn, beans, etc., the moisture and sunshine will bring forth healthy 
plants. But if we neglect the plants while they are young and 
tender, the weeds and grass will grow up and sap the strength 
from the soil, and the plants are soon choked or smothered, become 
pale and finally die. The tame rose, if neglected, will devolute 
and become a wild rose. Our domestic fowls will, if neglected, 
soon become wild fowls. Hundreds of our domestic dogs that were 
taken to Alaska for sled dogs during the gold excitement, devel- 
oped sore feet, and were deserted by their masters along the 
trails. They soon took up their abode with their ancestors, the 
wolves, and in a short time were as wild and vicious as the wolves 
themselves. 

Through the abuse or disuse of any member or faculty of 
our organism, we lose the use of it. The fish in the Mammoth 


Cave, in Kentucky, have optic nerves the same as other fish, but - 


being raised in the dark, and having never had use for their eyes, 
they are blind. So it is with that filial passion that every man has 


inherited from his Creator, if it is neglected it wiil shrivel up and, ap- © 


parently, die. It seems natural for man to worship something. He is, 


> 


by nature, a two-world creature, or dual being. My hand is not me, 
but mine. My hands, feet and ail my members combined are not me, 
but an instrument or machine through which I (the spirit) perform 
my functions. I existed as an intelligent entity before this phys- 
ical or earthly web was woven, and will continue to exist after 
this web I have woven is destroyed. The body derives its life from 
the spirit, and the spirit moulds the body, and should dictate the 

~ deeds of the body. A child grows because it lives, not lives because it 
grows. The spirit and body combined constitute the soul. Wehave no 
proof that the body of our first parent, Adam, that was taken from 
the earth, was alive until God placed the spirit—the offspring of 
God—in the body, that Adam “‘became a living soul.” 


The spirit of man is a substance, simple, indivisible, and is 
shaping the body to fit the spirit form. The spirit does not decay 
with the body. After middle life the body begins to decay or 
weaken; but the spirit continues to make progress by accumulating 
knowledge. A weak body is sometimes the home of a very strong 
spirit, or soul. A man may be a giant physically, yet be a leper 
morally and spiritually. Man is a divine spirit chained to matter, 
or matter saturated or inhabited by spirit. “There is a spirit in 
man and the inspiration of the Almighty giveth them (the spirits) 
understanding.” (fob 32:8.) 


It is said that “‘want is a prophecy of destiny,” and man surely 
wants to live hereafter. There is no organic instinct without its 
correlate. Where there is an ear, there is a sound to match it; 
where there is an eye, there is a light to match it, etc. There can 
be no instinct for future rewards or punishments without there be 
a place of rectification, as we cannot be rewarded or punished where 
we do not personally exist. There is no such thing as annihilation 
or extinction of being. There may be a dissolution, or change 
of form, but the extinction of being is not thinkable. We can’t 
think ourselves out of existence, and it is quite difficult to believe 
in that which we can’t even think can ever be. We may burn the 
body to a crisp, even until there is nothing but a handful of ashes 
_ left, but the spirit, soul, mind, ego, self, or whatever you wish to 
_ call it, will act as a spectator to the scene. 


There is no moral system extant that is not based on a belief 
_ in a hereafter. The great majority of people in all ages have 
believed in it, and even Tom Paine hoped for happiness beyond 
the grave. If there was a here-to-fore, logically there must be a 
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here-after, and vice versa. If we argue that we came into the world © 


by a chance from nothing, then with the same logic we can argue 
that we will pass out of it into nothing. But if we can bring our- 
selves to understand that we are literally the offspring of God, 
who is eternal, then it is made quite plain that we are eternal in 
our nature. 


~ “God hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwelt 
on all the face of the earth . . . and the bounds of their habitation; © 


that they should seek the Lord: if haply they might feel after him, 
and find him, though he be not far from every one of us: For in 
him we live, and move, and have our being; For we are also his 
offspring.” (Acts 17: 26: 28.) : 

But the proof of a hereafter does not come fremie argument, 
reason or observation. When driven to the wall the only absolute 
proof we have is in the human breast. It is an inborn human 


instinct. We feel ourselves immortal and have an inner certainty - 
that life extends beyond the grave. Every spirit, or soul, at-some 


period during life reaches out and seeks a Deity—something to 
worship.. There are times in life when we feel a gentle flowing in of 
a heavenly or Divine influence. Yes, man has a physical-body and 


a spiritual body. Both require nourishment to keep them healthy 


and strong. If some of us didn’t feed our physical bodies any 
oftener than we feed the spiritual, we would be little more than 
skeletons; and if we could see our spiritual bodies as they really 
are, they would look spiritually lean, to say the least. The trouble 
with your engineer is that he has starved his spiritual nature until 
it has become dwarfed and lean. 

_ Of course, if we accept the Bible as authority, we must admit 


that life extends after we pass through what is commonly called. 


death. But even among those who accept the Bible, and those who 
believe in the immortality of man regardless of the Bible argu- 
ment, there is a vast difference of opinionas to the state of man after 


nea 


Some believe that when we die we are wafted off into a fair y- 


land of bodiless shades, where we are handed a harp, then fly 
around the throne of God throughout the countless ages of eternity, 
playing on our golden harps, singing songs of everlasting praise. 


Some believe that when we die we remain in a state of uncon- 
sciousness until the morning of resurrection, when the graves are ~ 


opened and the dead come forth from them. Some believe that as 


God is all powerful, and as all power is in the universe, hence God 


; 


: 


| 


; 
f 
ft 
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is the universe. That we are a part of the universe, hence a part of 
God. That we are like a drop of rain that falls upon the mountain- 
side; it joins other drops; becomes a rivulet, then a larger stream, 
thence into the river, and on into the ocean, where it is swallowed 
_ up and becomes a part of the great ocean. That is to say, when we 
_ die we go through a number of changes, finally becoming emerged in- 
- to the great Nirvana, God, or the universal eee which is supreme 
bliss, heaven. 
Others seem to believe we are like a tree that falls to ‘the 
ground, where it decays, finally going back to earth, and that is 
the end. But whether Christian, pagan or Hiern ee, they all 
-.agree on one thing—viz., Gera our state at time of death, it 
is fixed and unchangeable, nonprogressive. Our die is cast,.so to 
speak. I should make one honorable exception to the above, 
as there is a very large and influential church which believes that 
some people whose conduct in life has not been exactly circum- 
spect: require a place for schooling, punishment, or purification, 
--to make them fit subjects for the kingdom of Heaven; that through 
the intercession of holy men or women (saints) they are released 
from this intermediate state. For that reason relatives or friends 
- petition canonized saints to use their good graces in behalf of the 
Be arted. 
: -With due respect for. he belief of the various Becics and 
creeds cited, I will proceed to state briefly the views of the Latter- 
_.day Saints. In passing I will take time to state that we do not 
_- believe that it is necessary. for a person to die and be canonized 
_-by a conclave of priests in order to be a saint. The epistles of 
.the apostle Paul. were. dedicated to live. saints, not dead ones. 
. So we still believe-in live saints, and when alive saint dies, his 
“body returns to the. earth from whence it came, but the spirit 
returns to God. who gave it,” where it receives a partial judgment, 
according to its works, onde is then assigned to the association of 
__kindred spirits to await the resurrection. The disembodied spirit 
takes with it all the experience and intelligence it has attained to 
here on earth. It will retain its agency and can act upon it. It 
“is the spirit, not the body, that SEES, hears, understands and ace 
: cumulates knowledge. It is progressive and eral and is “‘saved 
“no faster than it gains knowledge.” It cannot be exalted in ig- 
norance. We are gods in embryo and “the glory of God is intel- 
ligence.”. After the death of the body, the spirit begins over there 
just where it leaves off here. We are not idle in the spirit world, 





26 GOSPEL CONVERSATIONS 


neither are we unconscious. We learn line upon line, precept 
upon precept, just as fast as we have the capacity to receive and 
digest it. Spirits are just as real and tangible to each other there 
as we in mortality are to each other here. 

During the last 50 years the world has made rapid progress. 
We have familiarized ourselves with this little planet on which we 
reside even as a man would familiarize himself with his own back 
yard. Things that are commonplace now would have been con- 
sidered supernatural or miraculous a few years ago. Radio, which 
is yet in its swaddling clothes, has demonstrated the practicability 
of prayer. We now begin to understand how a prayer could be 
carried to God and how it could be answered. Is it not quite 
probable that when we enter into another state of existence it 
will be, for those who merit it, a school for advanced education? 
Will not we be permitted to familiarize ourselves with laws that are 
now but hazily understood? Laws that control the universe— 
laws of creation, world building, etc. The powers of the soul 
are unlimited and with eternity in which to make progress, finite 
mind can scarcely conceive the possibilities of eternity. 

But the disembodied state of man is not his final destiny. 
Jesus, who held the keys of the resurrection, arose from the tomb 
and became the “‘first fruits of the resurrection.” At the time of 
Christ’s resurrection, the graves of many of the saints were opened, 
and they appeared to many in the city. We believe in the literal, 
bodily resurrection of Jesus; and if he was the “‘first fruits’? we 
may naturally believe the “fruits” that were to come forth later 
would be like him. Yes, we believe that all people will eventually be 
resurrected and be judged according to their works here in the flesh, 
and receive their reward and exaltation, or punishment, accordingly. 


Sincerely yours, 
Willard W. Bean. 


The Divinity of Jesus Christ 


Palmyra, N. Y., May, 1926. 






Major——, New York City, N. Y, 


My dear Major:—I note what you say in your recent letter | 
relative to your wife’s surprise to learn that we believe in the divinity | 
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of the mission of Jesus of Nazareth. There should be no surprise. 
The fact that the Church took upon itself his name should be evi- 
dence enough. During the early history of the Church, many 
erroneous and ridiculous stories were coined by our maligners and 
broadcasted from pulpit and press, the echo of which still reverber- 
ates in remote places, but should have died out long since in New 
York and other enlightened centers. 

With us the Christ story is not only philosophical but natural 
and literal. To follow him from the creation to the ultimate re- 
demption of the earth and its inhabitants would require volumes to 
do justice to the great theme. In this letter I can do no more than 


_ give a brief outline which may furnish food for further thought and 


reflection. If you will make note of the questions that will naturally 
arise in your mind, I will endeavor to answer them when I arrive 
in New York about the middle of this month to assist Prest. B. H. 
Roberts with his Mission School for a brief period. 

First, let me say emphatically that we believe that “He (Christ) 
is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for 
the sins of the whole world.” (1 John 2:2.) “Neither is there sal- 
vation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven 
given among men, whereby we must be saved.” (Acts 4:12.) We 
are redeemed “‘with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb with- 
out blemish and without spot: who verily was foreordained before 
the foundation of the world, but has been made manifest in these 
last days for us.” (1 Peter 1:19, 20.) ‘The same was in the 
beginning with God. All things were made by him; . . . And the 
Word was made flesh and dwelt among us (and we beheld his 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, ) full of grace 
and truth.” (John 1:2, 14.) He “laid the foundation of the earth; 
and the heavens are the work of his hands.”” (Heb. 1:10.) “By 
him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in 
earth.” (Col. 1:16.) He is our elder brother (Rom. 8:29.) and was 
present when the plan of salvation was drafted and he championed its 


adoption against the stubborn opposition of Lucifer. ‘He became: 


| the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey Him.” 


(Heb. 5:9.) This plan of “eternal salvation” provided for a mortal 


- probation or experience for all the unembodied sons and daughters of 


our Father in heaven. To Michael (Adam), who was largely respon- 
sible for the banishment of Lucifer and his legions from heaven (Rev. 
12:7-9), was given the responsibility of coming to earth and taking 
upon himself mortality, thus making it possible for the rest of us to 
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- follow in due time. This plan involved the death of the mortal — 


body not only of Adam but of all his posterity. 


_ But the great plan also provided for a Redeemer or Mediator ; 
to bring about the redemption, resurrection, and eternal life of 


man. A supreme sacrifice or atonement had to be made. Our 
elder brother, the “first begotten” of our Father in our pre-mortal 


state, volunteered to come down to earth and carry into effect the 


plan of salvation; to do his Father’s will, and give the Father the 


honor and glory. His offer was accepted and thus he was “verily 


foreordained as a lamb without blemish and without spot, before the 
foundation of the world.” (1 Peter 1:19, 20.) ‘“‘For since by man 


came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. For 
as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive? =e 


Cor. Lee Pe) 
Jesus declares his own pre-mortal existence in his memorable) 
prayer to the Father, “O Father, glorify thou me with thine own 


self with the glory I fae with thee before the world was.” (John | 


17:5.) “I came forth from the Father, and am come into the world; 


again, I leave the world, and go to my Father.” (John 16:28.) 
“What and if ye shall see the Son of man ascend up where he was: 


before?” (John 6:62.) On one occasion when the Jews were boast- ~ 
ing of being the seed of father Abraham, Jesus said unto them, “Your ~ 
father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it and wasglad. 


Then said the Jews unto him, Thou art not yet fifty years old, and 


hast thou seen Abraham? Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, Before Abraham was I am.” (John 8:56-58.) In 
other words, their father Abraham was present when Christ was 


chosen as the Redeemer. Yes, we were all there, when “the morning i 


stars sang together, and all the sons s of God shouted for j joy.’ Job 
38:4-7.) 

~ “Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all the host 
of them.” (Gen.,2:1,) 


Time went on, the earth breactit forth vegetation and became’ 


fitted for the sustenance of animal life. Adam and his wife were 
placed on the earth and after the seeds of mortality were sown and 
bore fruits, our first. ‘parents began to multiply and people the earth 


with mortal beings. “Adam built an altar and offered sacrifice. The 
plan called’ fora blood atonement or sacrifice which was symbolic of — 
the infinite atonement that w was “prepared from the founds Hon: of | 


the world.” 
These altar dhichidcbs continued among God’s chisén people for 


¥ 


; ; 


~ GOSPEL CONVERSATIONS 29 X 


4000 years. In the meantime God’s prophets had predicted. the .- 
coming of his Son, who would be born of a virgin of the house of 
David (Isaiah 7:14), in the city of Bethlehem, and of the tribe of 
Judah. (Micah 5:2.) 

_ The time having arrived for the Son of God to come in the flesh, 
the angel Gabriel was sent to Zacharias, then officiating in the duties 
of the priest’s office in the temple, to tell him that the time was at 
hand and that his wife Elizabeth should bear a son who would go 
before, ‘“‘in the power and spirit of Elias,’ to prepare the way for the 
coming of the Messiah. Six months later the same messenger ap- 
peared to a Galilean virgin living in Nazareth, by the name of Marvy, 
telling her that she had found favor with God, and that she should 
bear a son and that she should call hisname Jesus. Mary questioned 
the possibility of such a thing inasmuch as she was yet a virgin. 

The angel said, “The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the 
power of the Highest shall overshadow thee; therefore also that 


_ holy thing that shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.”’ 


(Luke 1:35.) Mary answered, “Be it unto me according to thy 


_ word.” After breaking the news to her parents, she hastened into 


the wilderness near Hebron, to the home of the priest Zacharias, to 
rejoice with her cousin Elizabeth who was soon to give birth to 
John the Baptist, the forerunner of Christ. 

After the usual salutations, the Holy Ghost rested upon Eliza- | 
beth and revealed to her that Mary, who had just come into her 
presence, would give birth to the Lord (Jehovah). Mary replied, 
“My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in 
God my Savior: . . . for he that is mighty hath done to me great | 


_ things, and holy is his name: . . . He hath regarded the low estate 


es eetteeineeee eenmemmianillll 


of his handmaiden; he hath scattered the proud in the imagination 
of their hearts; he hath put down the mighty from their seats, and 
exalted them of iow degree,” and is about to fulfill ‘‘the promise made 
to our fathers that in Abraham and his seed shall all nations of the 
earth be blessed.” 


The child was born, in fulfillment of prophecy, of a virgin, of 


_ the lineage of David, and tribe of Judah, in the city of Bethlehem, 
~ in the month of Nisan, in a khan, or caravansari, adjoining the inn. 
» He was the Son of God and when danger threatened God sent his 


messenger to warn of danger (Matt 2:12, 13), and when the danger 
was past he sent his messenger again with instructions for them to 
‘return with the child to the land of Israel. (Matt. 2:20.) In fact, 
during Christ’s entire earthly ministry he was in close touch with and 
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received instruction from his Father, and worked in conjunction 
with him. ‘“‘Whatsoever the Father commandeth me that I speak 
. Whatsoever the Father doeth that do I also.” His watch-word 
from the very beginning was, “Father, thy will, not mine, be done.” 
His whole life was one of service, ever recognizing the seniority 
of his Father. ‘‘God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but that the world through him might be saved.” (John 
3:17.) ‘This is life eternal, that they might know thee, the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.” (John 17:3.) 


In due time the Lamb of God that “verily was foreordained 
before the foundation of the world” was offered up as a sacrifice. 
He was betrayed into the hands of his enemies and hastily tried. 
His friends were largely made up of the common people, with little 
social standing or influence. So the Christ “went like a lamb to the 
slaughter and opened not his mouth.” He was convicted by false 
testimony, crucified between two malefactors, and his mortal body 
placed in a newly-made tomb. He was resurrected after three days 
and appeared to certain of his disciples. He ascended to his Father, 
“to the glory which he had with the Father before the world was.” 
He returned and commissioned his apostles. ‘He did not receive a 
fulness at first,” but on his return said, “‘All power 1s given unto me 
in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, bap- 
tizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost.” (Matt. 28:18, 19.) Christ visited his disciples after 
his resurrection and when he ascended on high promised that he 
would return again (Acts 1:11) to finish the work of redemption and 
reign as “‘King of kings and Lord of lords,” when the “‘kingdom and 
dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, 
shall be given to the saints of the Most High, whose kingdom is an 
everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey him.” 
(Dan. 7:27.) “The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms 
of our Lord and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever.’ 
(Rev. 11:15.) 

Thus you will see that the work of Christ, in connection with 
our earth, began with the creation and will finish with the redemp- 
tion of the earth and its inhabitants, when he has conquered the 
last enemy, even death, and turned the glorified earth over to his» 
Father, saying, ‘‘Father, I have glorified thy name, I have finished 
the work thou didst give me to do.” 


Willard W. Bean, 
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New York City, May—, 1926. 


I arrived at the Major’s down-town office about 9:30 a.m. 
The office boy recognized me and without ceremony ushered me into 
the Major’s private office. (Usual salutations. ) 

Major—Do you know, Mr. Bean, I was thinking of you this 
morning as I was coming to the office. I received your letter stating 
that you would be in the city about the middle of the month and 
would call. I also read your letter to my wife and she insisted that I 
bring you up to eat dinner with us while you are here. She will be 
delighted to meet you. 

Mr. B.—It will bea pleasure, I assure you. 

Major—But, by the way, meet Mr. Keeley, our new director. 
(Introduction. ) 

Mr. K.—Related to the Mr. Bean associated here with us? 

Mr. B.—A brother, but not an authority on the technique of 
combustion, like my brother. 

Major—No, but a more versatile man you have never met. A 
veritable human paradox. At present he is one of our progressive 
up-state farmers. 

Mr. B.—Put a large-sized question mark after that Major. 

Major—No, I don’t think that is necessary. You talk to him 
about farming and you would think he had been a dirt farmer all his 
life, with horses, stock, sheep, poultry, etc., as his boon companions. 
Talk to him on religion and you would think that he had graduated 
from all the theological seminaries in the country. 

Mr. B.—In the country is right, and we do not have many 
in the country. (Laughter. ) 

Major—Mr. K. knows what I mean. Talk to him about shows 
and he can tell you all about it from “super” to stage manager. 
Talk to him on sports and he can give you the evolution of it from 
Jim Mace down to Jack Dempsey, and talk from actual experience 
most of the way. In fact, he is familiar with every branch of 
- athletics and sports. 

Mr. B.—Make an honorable exception of golf, Major. 
(Laughter. ) . 

Major—How in the world did you come to pass that up? 

Mr. B.—Well, you see, while I was living in the West, some 
twelve years ago, golf was still in its swaddling clothes there, and ] 
didn’t take it seriously. I looked upon it as an excuse for the busi- 
ness and professional element to get out in the pasture and get some 
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fresh ozone in their lungs and kid themselves into beHeving they 
were exercising. (Laughter. ) But of late years it has developed 
into a real sport, carrying with it the element of contest which makes 
it both fascinating and healthful. 

Major—Mr. Bean has proven a most happy diversion in ‘my 
life for the past year. As I remember it, it was nearly a year ago 
while in our office, and—whether acre ne or otherwise Ido not 
now recall,at any rate providentially—we got started on some relig- 
ious topic and he handled it from such a new and rational | viewpoint 
that it left a taste in my mouth for more. We have carried on a sort 
of intermittent correspondence since, which has awakened a side of 
my nature that has been lying dormant for years, and has made me 
years younger. I have his last letter herein a drawer. (Gets letter. ) 
I think, Mr. K., I will read this letter to you. 

Mr. K.—That will be fine, Major. You have aroused my 
curiosity. 

Major—Just a moment. (Arises and calls stenographer, who 
enters. Jennie, [ want you to take your pencil and tab and take down 
our conversation, and furnish me a typewritten copy to take home 
with me this evening for Mrs. G. It will save lots of explaining. ) 

(Reads letter. ) 

; Mr. K.—Do you know, Major, that my ‘religious training has 

been so neglected of late years that I even doubted that there 
were any traces of itleft. But that letter served as a sort of X-ray to 
my inner self and things spiritual that, as I thought, had drifted 
into the land of forgetfulness, but were again brought to my mind. 

Major—That was exactly my condition a year ago. That is 
the part of our natures that is neglected. We try to make ourselves 
believe that we haven’t time for soul development, while as a matter 
of fact we should carry. soul into our every business, transaction. 
My wife and I marked certain things that went over our heads which 
probably need clarifying for such as you and me. The first I have 
noted is in reference to ‘““God’s eternal plan.”’ In a former letter, as | 
I.remember it, the same thought was referred to as “God? s aes 
prints.” Vone letter, Mr. Bean, would convey the idea that, God 1 is 
es a pre-arranged plan. 

Mr. B.—That is my understanding of the sctiptuires—yes. 


~Major—I can’t recall where or how I gained my present idea, but 
have always—that i is, since having ideas of my own, been under the | 
impression that when we were aco here on the re it was to 4 
the best we could, with no set program to follow, and that afte 
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nearly 2,000 years of failure, the Lord decided to call a halt, sent a 
flood to wipe it all off the slate and start over. Then, after another 
2,000 years of at least partial failure, he decided to come down as 
“God manifest in the flesh” to teach us the right way, since when we 
have done a little better. But, as a matter of fact, I don’t know 
much about it. : 

Mr. B.—That is self-evident. (Laughter.) Pardon me, 
Major, but that was not meant.as a reflection, but merely the semi- 
humorous side of my nature coming to the surface. I take it that 
you want my ideas on the subject. 

Major—Yes, Mr. Bean, any light you can give us will be wel- 
come. 

Mr. B.—First, let us look around us. There has not been, 
neither can there be, any marked efficiency in any line of human 
endeavor without some definite plan to work by. Your company 
here has its organization, its constitution and by-laws,which provide 
for certain officers whose duties are prescribed. Your engineers and 
architects are your trail-blazers. You wouldn’t even run a pipe-line 
or set up a demonstration plant without following plans or blue- 
prints. Every subway, elevated, bridge, viaduct—every building 
from the modest bungalow to these great sky-scrapers—is the result 
of following blue-prints drafted in advance by architects. There 
may have been many plans submitted by different architects, but 
only one plan for each structure could be accepted and followed, else 
there would be confusion. 


Man, the Offspring of Deity 


Now if it is necessary for man, the offspring of Deity, to draft 
plans and carry them out minutely, in any of the important branches 
of industry, why should it be considered a strange thing that God, 
the Architect of the universe, should have some definite plan as 
. regards this little earth on which we reside? 


Mr. Kk.—Pardon me. But you referred to us as the offspring 
of God. Just in what way are we His children? 


Mr. B.—That is a big question, covering a vast field and 
probably should be developed separately from our present theme. 
But as they are closely related we might, with consistency, carry 
them along together for a distance, gradually throwing light on your 
question. If that is satisfactory— 
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Mr. K.—That will be perfectly satisfactory. That is a question 
that has more or less puzzled me all my life. 

Mr. B.—Just as food for thought to be kept before the mind 
while developing our theme, let us remember that God, angels and 
men are all of one and the selfsame species, of one heavenly family. 
With this idea in mind we will proceed. . 

The prophet Isaiah says, ‘““The Lord of hosts hath sworn, say- 
ing, Surely as I have thought, so shall it come to pass, and as if have 
purposed, so shall it stand.” (Isaiah 14:24.) 

God says through his servant that he had a definite purpose 
which he expected to carry into effect without a hitch. The question 
may arise as to just when God’s plan was thought out. The Apostle 
Paul threw some light on the subject when he said, ““Known unto 
God are all his works from the beginning of the world.” (Acts 15: 
18.) Just apply that scripture to this majestic office building we 
arein. ‘‘Known unto the architect was this building even from the 
beginning.” Using these quotations as a keynote, let us now turn to 
the first chapter in the Bible with which, of course, you are both 
familiar. (Laughter. ) 

“In the deginning God created the heaven and the earth.” He 
divided the light from the darkness and called the light day and the 
darkness night. This is the first day. 

“And God made the firmament, and divided the waters which 
were under the firmament from the waters which were above the 
firmament.” He called the firmament heaven. This is the second 
day. | 

“And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered 
together unto one place; and let the dry land appear.” He called 
the land earth and the waters he,called seas. The earth was to 
bring forth grass, herbs, vegetation, fruits, etc. This was the third 
day. | 

“And God said, Let there belights in the firmament of theheaven , 
to divide the day from the night, and let them be for signs and for 
seasons, and for days, and for years.” The greater light was to rule the 
day and the lesser light to rule the night. He made the stars also. 
This was the fourth day. 

“And God created great whales, and every living creature that 
moveth, which the waters brought forth abundantly, after their - 
kind, and every winged fowl after his kind.”’. This was the fifth day. 

“And God made the beast of the earth after his kind, and cattle 


~ 
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_ after their kind, and every thing that creepeth upon the earth after 
his kind. 

“And God said, Let us make man in OUR image, after OUR 
likeness; and let THEM have dominion over the fish of the sea, and 
over he fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth 

and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 

“So God created man in his own image, in the image of God 
created he him; male and female created he them. 

*2“And Gad. blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, 
and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it.’ 

We now see what God had te ueposddl” to do—that his plans 
were known from the beginning.” His plans called for an earth 
clothed with grass, vegetation, flowers, trees, shrubs, every variety 
of fowl, all kinds of creeping things, cattle, beasts, etc. Then he 
created man, male and female, after his own image and likeness. 

He then inspected “everything that he had made, and, behold 
it was very good. And the evening and the morning were the sixth 
day.” This is the gist of the first chapter in the Bible and might 
with some degree of consistency be called God’s blue-prints. But 
these plans call for six days, or periods of time, in which to complete 
the structure. So far all is in the abstract. Just as the owners of 
this great building saw, examined and approved the plans, and even 
saw a sketch of the building in its completed state, even so God knew 
the “end from the beginning” of this earth. 

Major—Were the days mentioned there days of 24 hours? 

Mr. B.—No! The earth was not to have its reckoning for 
days, signs, seasons, years, etc., until the fourth day, when arrange- 
ments were made for the sun to give the light by day and the moon 
and stars by night. In the second chapter it reads, ‘“These are the 
generations of the heavens and of the earth when they were created, 
in the DAY [including all a as one day]that the Lord God made ae 
earth and the heavens.” 

: The Apostle Peter gives us an idea as follows: “But, beloved, be 
“not ignorant of this one thing, that a day is with the Lord as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.”’ (2 Peter 3:8.) 
God did not create the earth by man’s manner of reckoning time as 
- man was not on earth at that time. David says, “For a thousand 
years in thy [God’s] sight are but as yesterday, when it is past, and 
as a watch in the night.’”’ (Psalms 90:4.) 
The second chapter starts off as follows: ‘““Thus the heavens and 


the earth were finished, and all the HOST of them.” (Gen. 2:1.) 





BO) GOSPEL CONVERSATIONS 


A host means a multitude. We now begin to understand the ques- 
tion put to Job, “Gird up now thy loins like a man, for I will de- 
mand of thee, and answer thou me. Where wast thou when I laid 


the foundations of the earth? . . . when the morning stars sang 
together, and ALL THE SONS OF GOD shouted for joy?” (Job 
38:4, 7.) 


We were all there and when apprised of the plans for the earth 
that was to be formed, that we might dwell thereon and gain the 
experience of a mortal probation, we sang and shouted for joy. God 
is the author of the laws of nature and never works contrary to his 
own laws. It took thousands of years, according to man’s reckoning 
of time, to take the raw materials and prepare this earth for the 
bringing forth of vegetable and animal life. But after the earth 
had developed to the proper stage, God prepared a garden “‘east- 
ward in Eden,” then He took every herb of the field, every plant of 
the field, every flower..and tree that was pleasant to the sight and 
good for food, which He created before the earth was formed, and 
planted them in the garden that they might bring forth after their 
own kind, according to blue-print. After they had borne fruit to sus- 
tain life, God formed man from the dust of the ground and put the’ 
spirit he had created, as mentioned in the first chapter, in him, “and 
man became a living soul,” and God called his name Adam. (Gen. 
2:1-10.) Adam and Eve took upon themselves mortality and began 
to multiply their own species which made it possible for others of 
the sons and daughters-of God to come to the earth that was created 
for them. Now we can begin to understand our relationship to God 
and why we were taught to pray, “Our Father which art in heaven,” 
and better understand other passages of scripture such as ““We have 
had fathers of our flesh. which corrected us and we gave them 
reverence; shall we not much rather bein subjection unto the Father | 
of spirits, and live?’ (Heb. 12:9.) “God hath made of one blood 
all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth. . . . For 
we are also His offspring.”’ (Acts 17:26, 28.) “Have we not all one © 
Father? Hath not one God created us?” (Mal. 2:10.) “The 
Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children 
of God.” (Rom. 8:16.) “There is a spirit in man, and the inspira- - 
tion of the Almighty giveth them understanding.” (Job 32:8.) 


(Office boy enters and announces that some gentlemen are i 
waiting to see the Major.) : j 


& Major—Am sorry, Mr. Bean, that business breaks in just at | 


) 


— - 
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this interesting stage. By the way, when will you be at liberty this 
evening? | 

Mr. B.—Any time after five o’clock. 

Major—Very well. I will phone Mrs. G. that you will be up to 
dinner, and I will call for you with the car at a quarter after five. | ~ 

The Major’s chauffeur called at the Mission office in Brooklyn 
with a Packard car, at 5:20 p.m. We began to feel our way through 
winding streets, avenues, dodging pedestrians, autos, trucks, an 
occasional horse-drawn vehicle; crossed over Brooklyn bridge, 
called for the Major at his downtown office, then headed for 5th 
Avenue, where we became a part of the Cane am and drifted along 
with the tide, sometimes moving and sometimes quiescent, but 
always subject to the traffic signals, finally arriving at the Major’s 
palatial home on Riverside Drive about 6:40. 

I was ushered into a gorgeously furnished room, but whether 
parlor, living room or drawing room I have not yet ease as we 
haven’t anything just like it on the farm. I began to feel a trifle 
timid lest I wouldn’t be strictly up-to-date on the latest mannerisms 
and would spill the beans, so to speak. But the Major’s dear spouse 
was soon on the scene, and her striking and pleasing personality 


- soon dispelled my fears. She immediately advanced to shake 


hands, stating that an introduction was scarcely necessary as she 
felt that she was greeting a friend of long standing. I was surprised 
at this frankness but felt much at ease. 

Mrs. G.—Do you know, Rev. Bean, I have had a real desire to 
meet you, and feel that I owe you an oo. 

Mr. B.—An apology—lI do not understand. 

Mrs. G.—Well, you see, I feel that I have done you an injustice}; 
that I have wronged you and your people. When the Major came 
home about a year ago and told me of his first conversation with 
you on religion, and that your brother, who is associated with my 
husband in business, is a Mormon, I was simply shocked_and could 


. scarcely be sociable with him all evening. I was very frank and out- 


spoken in telling him what, as I thought, I knew about you people. 
And when he brought your fe letter home from the office and went 
immediately to. the library, got the Bible and began to look up the 
quotations, which was something he had never been known to do 
before, and as I could never get him interested in our own church— 
well, I began to think it was about time to talk divorce. I didn’t 
say much and he said less; but I watched where he put the letter, 
and next day, after he had gone to the office, I went and got the let- 
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ter, fully intending to destroy it; but my curiosity got the better of 
me, and I decided to see just what kind of trashy stuff interested 
him. And now, I want to confess that before I got through, I read, 
to my astonishment, certain things that I have always wanted to 
know. But yet I was skeptical and spent the greater portion of the 
day reading the Bible, trying to prove the falsity of your assertions. 

Major—But she kept her convictions to herself and was as 
sullen and silent as a sphinx. 

Mrs. G.—I was in the midst of “‘no-man’s land,” thinking, 
trying to decide what to do. I even prayed about it. I re-read 
your letter and have read them all since and have enjoyed them. In 
fact, we read them together and find great pleasure in tracing out the 
various scriptural references, which we find is quite as difficult as 
working out cross-word puzzles, but far more profitable. But we 
are becoming more familiar with the Bible and find the quotations 
more readily now. 

Major—But, my dear, just what did you decide about dinner. 

Mrs. G.—I thought it best to wait until Rev. Bean arrived 
and let him decide. 

Mr. B.—Pardon me, just call me Mr. Bean. You see, Mrs. 
G., the ministry with me is not a profession but a calling. 

Mrs. G.—But “Mr.” doesn’t seem dignified enough for a man 
of your ability. 

Major—But haven’t you an official title? 


Mr. B.—We are practically a church of preachers. “A 
peculiar people,” ‘‘a royal priesthood,” with no salaried ministry. 
Practically every seasoned male member of the Church holds the 
Melchizedek Priesthood. I hold the office of an elder in that priest- 
hood. You may call me Elder Bean, if you prefer. | 

Mrs. G.—I prefer that to Mr., and now, Elder Bean, I started 
to tell you that we have plenty of servant help and a fairly good 
cook, yet the Major and I take possibly half of our evening meals 
during the summer months at one of the popularand fashionable - 
restaurants where we can listen to the dinner music and—see the 
people. Which do you prefer? 

Mr. B.—I am the guest and would prefer leaving that to 
my host, but will venture a suggestion. I have seen so many people 
today that it fairly made me dizzy to watch them. And, as I didn’t 
come especially for what I could get to eat, but rather to spend a 
pleasant evening with the Major and his good wife, for my part I 
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would be willing to forego the music for the benefit of the social 
part of the evening. 

Major—I think that is a sensible conclusion and we can tune 
in with the radio and enjoy the dinner music as well. And now, 
Viola, I brought a type-written copy of our conversation in the 
office today which you may read while I go and tell Jennie to pre- 
pare dinner. (Hands letter.) 

Mrs. G.—(Reads.) Do you know, Elder Bean, when I picked 
up the first letter you sent the Major, it was with the idea of finding 
fault, picking out the absurdities. You will probably recall that it 
was a long epistle, and I didn’t even try to understand what you set 
‘forth until I nearly reached the end, when I found something that 
caused me to stop and think. It must have been a contagious germ 
of some kind. I read it again and looked the quotation up in the 
Bible to make sure there could be no mistake. I became inoculat- 
ed. I re-read your entire letter, this time with a view to connecting 
up your thoughts and not to find fault. I didn’t destroy your letter, 
but put it back where I got it. 

Major—That evening when I came home she seemed more 
cheerful and sociable, but never hinted that she had read the letter 
and changed her ae until probably a week later she asked if I 
had heard from Mr. Bean. When I answered in the negative, she 
requested that when I heard from you again to bring your letter 
home as she believed she would like to read it. 

Mr. B.—Your wife read my letter like some people read the 
Bible. It recalls the legend of the ark. When Noah sent forth a 
raven from the ark, it saw nothing but dead carcasses strewn over 
the surface of the earth and stopped to gorge itself on carrion. He 
sent forth a dove over the same ground and it saw nothing but vege- 
tation and flowers. One was looking for carrion and the other for 
the beauties of nature. Both found what they were looking for. 
: Mrs. G.= 
* Your figures of speech or manner of presenting your ideas are so 
different from our minister’s, that they cause me to think, and I 

Mr. B.—I understand. To begin with, they are brief skele- 
tons in form, and tinged with a certain rural crudeness, but if they 
cause you to think you can supply your own filling in your own 
phraseology. And if there is anything that is not exactly clear to 
your mind, I shall endeavor to help you over the obstacle. 

Mrs. G.— (Reads copy.) Do you know, Elder Bean, the doc- 
trine you set forth here on the origin of man is an entirely new idea 
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tome. I recall a sermon our minister delivered on the creation, and, 
as I remember it, he contended that when God created man inhis 
own image, he simply took the most highly developed type of 
animal, possibly an ape-man, and breathed into its nostrils and it 
became a living soul, which constituted it a man. And when man 
propagates his kind, the soul being a part of man, the soul is natural. 
ly propagated with man. 


Mr. B.—So God made man out of an ape and a spirit aid 
now our beginning is when we are born into the world. 


Mrs. G.—That is the way I have always understood it. 

Mr. B.—Then, if birth is our beginning, death must of 
necessity be our end, and the preacher was mistaken when he said, 
“Then shall the dust (body) return to the earth as it was; and the 
spirit shall return unto God who gave it.”” (Eccl. 12:7.) | 


The Plan of Salvation 


Mrs. G.—But, to be candid with you, I must admit that my 
ideas on many things religious have undergone a most remarkable 
change of late. (Reads.) You also mention here “the plan of sal- 
vation or eternal life.” Just what are we to understand by that? 

_ Mr. B.—When the translators of the scriptures came across 
that question in their work, they couldn’t find a word that was the 
exact equivalent of the idea,so they coined a new word out of two 
Anglo-Saxon words—‘‘God-story” or ‘“God-spell’—hence they - 
called it Gospe/. And inasmuch as it is a big and important ques- 
tion, I will take the liberty of introducing it analogically. As I 
remember it, our conversation this afternoon ended with the crea- 
tion, or ihe the formation of the earth. It had developed to that 
point where it was ready to sustain life. 

In the village of Palmyra, N. Y., where I reside, they have just 
finished a rather commodious noe school building’ at a cost of , 
$350,000. The contractors complied with all the requirements of 
the blue-prints. The building, being duly inspected and accepted. 
by the Board of Education, was properly equipped with up-to-date 
paraphernalia and made ready for work. But if the hundreds of 
children of the town of Palmyra were to be turned loose in that 
beautifully furnished building without any plan or system of study, _ 
or faculty to direct or teach them, all would be chaos and confusion. — 

It was the duty of the Board of Regents at the head of the 
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educational system of the s state of New York to prescribe some™ 
means for the development of the children in this state. According- 
ly they met together and, after due deliberation, gave us a curricu- 
lum or plan of study adapted to the most untutored mind that may _ 
enter the kindergarten, and up through the various grades into 
high school; through high school into college, where they take up 
the higher branches of education, with a possibility of taking out a 
degree, thus reaching the professorship. This system is adapted to 
every school and college in the state of similar grade. There is 
nothing compulsory aboutit, asthe children retain their free agency 
and will power to act uponit. Asa result, some balk, or become in- 
corrigible, are sent to a reformatory, amc oft times eoend much. of 
their life in the “‘boobyhatch.” 

Others fail in the examinations prescribed for the grades; ee 
in high school, and still others in college. But there is always a certain 
percentage ho apply themselves faithfully to the curriculum; who 
pride themselves in making progress, ever aspiring to greater heohes 
overcoming every obstacle in their path, passing with honor the 
various examinations along the way, and finally reaching the highest 
rung in the educational ladder. They are now eligible for a degree or 
title. : 

So it was with us in the beginning. Let us try to picture a 
pre-mortal scene. Our earth (like the school house) is ready for 
occupancy. A council of Gods (like the board of regents) meet in 
solemn council for the purpose of marking out a plan of salvation, or 
development, for the great multitude of spirit children, including 
ourselves, that were to come to earth, or attend this school. Being 

‘familiar with the plans and laws in force on other earths in the vast 
universe, they naturally followed the same general lines. The 
curriculum was finally finished and presented for adoption. The 
first requirement on entering this earth school was to take upon our- 
selves mortality—i. e., take a body made from the elements of the 
earth and develop it quite our schooling here. We were all intelli- 
gent entities with divine aspirations. We had the professorship or 
status of a god in view as our goal. We were to be born into a world 
that is in no sense foolproof. Evil was to be introduced in the earth 
and we were to retain our free agency to act for ourselves, hence 
would be held resportsible for our individual acts. Evil was to play 
quite an important part in our development. It would be impossible 
_ to overcome sin if sin did not exist. How could we be conscious of 
pleasing God and walking circumspectly at all times if there were 
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no evil to avoid? It would be nothing to our credit to walk in the 
“straight and narrow path” if there was no other road to follow. 
But it probably seemed a little humiliating to some of us to think of 
being born a more helpless creature than any member of the animal 
kingdom, and spend our entire mortal probation in the midst of 
temptation. It no doubt looked a long road, requiring self-denial 
and sacrifice all the way. How different from “eat, drink and be 
merry.” You would infer from the Biblical account that there was 
much murmuring and grumbling. It seems that “‘Lucifer, the son 
of the morning’—a brilliant spirit in authority—championed the 
cause of the would-be slackers, and proposed a plan along lines of less 
resistance. It was a compulsory plan, which would deprive us of 
the conscious use of our free agency, eliminate evil, and save us all, 
as we would have no power to act for ourselves. Lucifer’s proposi- 
tion was rejected, and as a result he bolted the convention, leading a 
revolt against the council. “The devil sinneth from the beginning. 
For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might de- 
stroy the works of the devil.” (I John 3:8.) “How art thou fallen 
from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How art thou cut down 
to the ground! . . . For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend 
into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God; ... 1 
will be like the Most High. Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell.” 
(Isa. 14:12-15.) “Satan himself is transformed into an angel of 
light.”” (2 Cor. 11:14.) Lucifer was an eloquent fellow and gained 
many adherents, approximately one-third the host of heaven. 
“Behold a great red dragon . . . and his tail drew the third part of 
the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth . . . And there 
was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the 
dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, and prevailed not; . . 
and the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, 
and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world; he was cast out into 
the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.” (Rev. 12:3-12.) 
“And he [Jesus| said unto them I beheld Satan as lightning fall from 
heaven.” (Luke 10:18.) ‘God spared not the angels that sinned, 
but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of dark- 
ness, to be reserved unto judgment.” (2 Peter 2:4.) ‘‘The devil 

- was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the 
truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, 
he speaketh of his own; for he is a liar, and the father of it.” (John 
8:44.) Yes, Satan rebelled and opposed God’s plan of salvation and 
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was cast down to earth. That is the liar who deceived Eve in the 
garden. ‘Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for 
the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he 
knoweth that he hath but a short time.” (Rev. 12:12.) That is 
the evil we have to contend with during our sojourn here on earth. 
Is it any wonder that some of us fail and fall by the wayside? Is it 
any wonder that some of us turn bolshevik and become incorrigible? 
Is it any wonder that so few find the “‘straight and narrow path” and 
walk therein until they reach the goal? A dreadful punishment was 
meted out to Satan and the army of spirits that fought with him. 
They forfeited the right to take upon themselves bodies, hence 
goeth “‘to and fro, in the earth,” seeking to destroy the souls of men. 
‘(Job 1:7.) Or, as Peter says, ““Your adversary the devil, as a roar- 
ing lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour.” (1 Peter 
5:8.) Having no bodies of their own, they frequently took possession 
of other bodies. Jesus, who was instrumental in having Satan cast 
out of heaven, on numerous occasions found people possessed with 
these evil spirits; invariably they would recognize him and cower 
before him and plead for mercy. (Luke 8:28.) They remembered 
him, having been present during the controversy in heaven. 

Mrs. G.—That is the first time I ever heard as to who, what or 
where the devil came from. I have been under the impression that 
the devil was a myth—something legendary that only existed in fic- 
tion orin the minds ofsuperstitious people. I do not remember ever 
reading any of those passages of Scripture. (Enter servant girl and 
announces dinner.) Isn’t that too bad. I am sorry that she broke 
into the discussion just at this point. But as you are to spend the 
evening we can resume the conversation after dinner. 

Mr. B.—It will be a pleasure, I assure you. I always enjoy 
discussing doctrinal topics in a pleasant manner when people are 
interested. (Exit to dining room. ) 


After Dinner at the Major’s Home 


Mrs. G.—Now, we will repair to the library and resume our 
conversation where we left off. (Exit tolibrary.) I want toknowa 
little more about the devil. It’s a newidea. I understood you to say 
) ‘that what we now Speak of as the devil is a real personage, that he 
_ existed before the world was, that he was a liar and a murderer at 
Aah, fror a the, beginning, ay he led a rebellion in heaven, was cast 
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out to earth and will not be permitted to have a body of his own, and — 
that he and his followers who were cast out with him are reserved i in 
chains of darkness until the judgment day? 

Mr. B.—Yes, Mrs. G., you, have stated practically all of the 
essential facts rere with this enemy of all righteousness, who 
is variously called in the Bible—Lucifer, Satan, dragon, Beelzebub, 
etc., and his followers, who are called devils, demons, evil spirits, 
imps, etc. Because of their unrelenting opposition to God and the 
Gospel plan, they were damned and their progress shut off so far as 
this earth life is concerned. 

Mrs. G.~Then the fact that the balance of us have Coan is 
indicative that we were loyal to the “plan of eternal life’ that was 
approved and adopted by God for the redemption of the earth and 
its products? 

Mr. B.—I am agreeably surprised, at your ability to absorb 
these thoughts as we go along. 

Major—You will remember that I wrote you that you would 
find my wife a stubborn opponent if you were to meet her? Well, 
she changed her tactics and I changed my mind. I soon discovered 
that she is an apt pupil and studies philosophically. 

Mrs. G.—Yes, I unconsciously became interested and im- 
mediately learned that the doctrines of your Church gave the 
greatest opportunity for deep philosophic thinking. I have learned 
to assemble and systematize the thoughts set forth in your letters 
and now your arguments seem more reasonable and natural. But 
I don’t want you to infer from my present interest in your teachings 
that there is any likelihood of me accepting them in toto. There are 
things I have heard about you people from my Hees days that 
are positively repulsive to me. 

Mr. B.—Yes, Mrs. G.,I understand, and we are not going to 
mar this pleasant evening by discussing Gaplesent things. We will . 
defer that for the present. ee 

Major—May I change the subject just at this point by asking a 
question? 

Mr. B.—I think it would bein order. If it is on some sub- 
ject I am familiar with, I may be able to help you solve the problem. 

Major—lIf the devil was punished by being deprived ofa body, 
and we are rewarded by having a body, then why is it we are not all 
rewarded alike? Why so many colors? Why the different national- 
ities => 


Mr. B.—Major, I am almost sorry that you broached that 
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subject. Not that the question is embarrassing, for it is quite legiti- 
mate; and while we Latter-day Saints understand it as did the for- 
mer-day Saints, yet it is sometimes difficult to make it clear to the 
understanding of people who have had different theological 
schooling. 

Major—I think Mrs. G. will be able to follow you, and as I am 
but a first grade pupil in theology at best, with no preconceived 
notions on the subject, she may be able to Srcikee it to my mind 
later. 


Different Degrees of Glory 
Mr. B.—I will proceed by first calling your attention to this 


life. Take the whole tenor of the Scriptures and we can come to no 
other conclusion than that there is to be a place of rectification or 


_ judgment where we are to be “judged according to our works.” 
~ (Rev. 20:12, 13.) The Apostle Paul tells us that as a result of that 


judgment, which will be based on the debits and credits on the 
“books,” man will receive his rewards and punishment accordingly. 
Some will receive a celestial glory, which he likens unto the sun; 
others will recetve a terrestial glory, which he likens unto the moon, 
“‘and even as the stars differ in glory so does the resurrection of the 
dead.” (1 Cor. 15:40-42.) In other words, justice and mercy will 
balance and we will receive our rewards accordingly. 

Is it not natural and reasonable, then, that justice tempered by 
mercy prevailed in our pre-existent state? Wasitnotjust and prop- 
er that we should be rewarded according to our valor and loyalty 
during our pre-mortal state and receive our rewardson earth accord- 
ingly? The ancient prophets so understood it. “When the Most 
High divided to the nations their inheritance, when he separated the 
sons of Adam, he set the bounds of the people according to the num- 


ber of the children of Israel.” (Deut. 32:8.) We must keep in mind 


that the descendants of Adam include the whole human race. ‘‘God 


| that made the world . . . . hath made of one blood all nations of 


men for to dwell on all the face of the earth; and hath determined the 
times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation.” (Acts. 


17:24, 26.) “So the Lord scattered them abroad from thence 


(Tower of Babel) upon the face of all the earth . . . because the 
Lord did confound the language of all the earth: and Te thence did 


the Lord scatter them upon the face of all the earth.” (Gen. 11: :8, 
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. 9.) “They went out in colonies, each colony taking possession of 
the land into which God led them. There were some, also, who 
passed over the sea in ships.” (Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews, 
book 1, chap. 5.) The more obedient and loyal spirits would 
naturally be specially favored. ‘Elect according to the foreknowl- 
edge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto 
obedience.”’ (1 Peter 1:2.) “Ye are a chosen generation, a royal 
priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people.” (1 Peter 2:9.) 
“The Lord thy God hath chosen thee to be a special people unto him- 
self, above all people that are upon the face of the earth.”” (Deut. 
7:6.) “God hath not cast away his people which he foreknew.” 
(Romans 11:2.) 

Let us briefly trace one branch of the family of Adam from its. 
origin. We will select Abraham (Abram), the son of Terah. 
Abraham was born in “Ur of the Chaldees” when his father was 70 
years of age. Abraham grew to manhood and married a woman by 
the name of Sarai. When he was 75 years of age, his father Terah 
died. Up to this time Abraham’s wife had borne him no children. 
But the Lord had many choice spirits in heaven which he had kept 
in reserve to start a new race, or lineage through which he could send 
his beloved Son, ‘‘as a lamb without blemish and without spot, who 
verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world”~ (1 
Peter 1:20), and was to come to the earth in the meridian of time. 
The Lord spoke to Abraham, saying, “Get thee out of thy country, 
and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land that 
I will show thee: And I will make of thee a great nation.”” (Gen. 
12:1, 2.) So Abraham took his wife, his nephew, Lot, and his wife 
and family, with all their possessions, and departed for the land of 
Canaan as the Lord had commanded him. When they arrived at 
the designated place they found the land inhabited by Canaanites 
and Perizzites, two powerful tribes. Nevertheless the Lord ap- 
peared unto Abraham and said unto him, “Lift up now thine eyes, 
and look from the place where thou art northward, and southward, 
and eastward and westward: For all this land which thou seest, to 
thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever. And I will make thy seed 
as the dust of the earth: so that if a man can number the dust of the 
earth, then shall thy seed also be numbered.” (Gen. 13:14-16.) > 

In other words, the Lord has myriads of his most loyal children 
that were now about to come forth upon the earth and had “‘before: 
time’’ selected Abraham to open up the avenue through which they — 
were to come. But Abraham had no seed and was in a hopeless 
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minority. He couldn’t, single-handed, drive out the Canaanites and 
Perizzites and take possession of the land the Lord had promised. 
him. But the Lord promised him seed, so—Abraham begat Isaac, 
Isaac begat Jacob and Jacob twelve sons who begat sons and daugh- 
ters. When they had multiplied to seventy souls there was famine 
in the land of Canaan, and they went into the land of Egypt and 
settled in the land of Goshen, where they lived and multiplied for 
400 years. They were finally reduced to slavery by the new con- 
querors of Egypt, and were later delivered from their oppressors 
under the leadership of Moses. They remained forty years in the 
wilderness, where they were taught by God through his mouth piece, 
Moses; where they were organized and given a code of laws to 
school and discipline them. Yes, for forty years they were alter- 
nately blessed and miraculously fed for their obedience, and scourged 
and chastised for their disobedience and rebellion against God. 
Moses was at length taken from them while they were yet in the 
wilderness, and Joshua, the son of Nun, who succeeded Moses as 
leader of the hosts of Israel, now organized, equipped and drilled a 
mighty army made up of the young men of the various tribes of 
Israel who had been born during their sojourn in the wilderness. 
At the head of this army of young stalwarts, descendants of Abra- 
ham, Joshua led the tribes of Israel across the river Jordan, subdued 
the numerous tribes then occupying the land, captured the cities, 
taking possession of the land given to Abraham and his seed as an 
everlasting inheritance, whose seed was now very numerous. The 
land of Canaan [promised land! was divided up and parceled out 
among the tribes of Israel. This is the lineage through which the 
prophets of Israel came. This is the lineage through which Jesus 
of Nazareth, the Son of God, came. The ancient apostles came 
through this lineage. The Aryan, Teutonic and Anglo-Saxon 


races are decendants of Abraham. Civilization owes much to the > 
descendants of this man Abraham that God called out of Ur of chs 


Chaldees. These were valiant during the ‘“‘war in heaven.” : 
Others were less valiant, some possibly were conscientious 


objectors, while others may have been- neutral. We were judged 
according to our worksor loyalty, and thus we account for the various: 


races and peoples who have little or none of the blood of Abraham, 
through his son Isaac and grandson Jacob, in their veins. ‘‘Behold 
the Lord doth grant unto all nations, of their own nation and tongue, 


to teach his word; yea, in wisdom, all that he seeth fit that they 
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should have; therefore we see that the Lord doth counsel in wisdom, 
according to that which is just and true.”’ And as a result of the 
wisdom, justice and foreknowledge of God, the various nations have 
had their Buddha, Cenfucius, Zoroaster, Mohammed, etc., who 
taught their followers such philosophy, ethics and codes of morals as 
they were able to comprehend and live up to. 

Mrs. G.—If one accepts your doctrine of man’s pre-mortal 
existence, then your line of reasoning as to the origin of the races is 
not far-fetched. But I am not fully convinced that we existed be- 
fore we came to earth, and if we did exist in some astral form, we had 
no power or will as to what we would or would not do. Even here 
our power to will for ourselves is limited. 

Mr. B.—In just what way are we limited as to our free 
agency? 

Mrs. G.—Well, take death. We have no choice when death 
stares us in the face.- We may will to live, but if nature or God wills 
otherwise we die. It is also recorded in the Bible, “That asin Adam 
all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.” I presume that has 
reference to the resurrection, which I admit I do not understand, but 
in any case it would seem that it comes regardless of our own wishes. 


Mr. B.—At the council in heaven we were all present. We 
saw Christ chosen to be the world’s Redeemer. Adam’s fall was 
not an accident, but was a part of the great plan. Christ volunteered 
to come down to earth and offer himself as an atonement for Adam’s 
transgression, “to bring to pass the immortality and eternal life 
of man.” As the Apostle Paul says, “In hope of eternal life, which 
God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began.” (Titus 1:1, 
2.) Adam’s fall gave us an earthly body, and Christ brought about, 
the resurrection, immortality and eternal life of that body. We 
used our power of agency at the great pre-mortal council and voted 
in the affirmative when the plan was adopted and for that reason we 
are here. Had we opposed God’s plan we would not have been permit- 
ted to take these bodies here on earth. “We are heirs of God and 
joint heirs with Jesus Christ.”” We area favored race, for ““God hath 
not cast away his people whom he foreknew.” (Rom. 11:2.) We 
are the “elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father.” 
(1 Peter 1:2.) “Many are called, but few are chosen.” (Matt. 
22:14.) : ; 

Now, Mrs. G., we have briefly followed one branch of the hu- 
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ones. We might take up the lineage of Ham, Canaan, Ishmael, 
Esau, etc., who furnished an outlet for other spirits less valiant, to 
come to earth, which would account for nationalities of different 
colorsand grades of civilizations; but it would take time and may be- 
come tedious. Besides, this is not presented as argument, but as a 
suggestion for future thought. 

~ Mrs. G.—My mind is now clearer on certain things. But I 
wish you would explain what you mean by the “highest glory?” 
I: have always understood that we all stand an equal chance and that 
when we are “‘born again” we have passed “‘from death unto life” — 
we are saved, and that is all there is to it. : 

Mr. B.—Jesus says, “In my Father’s house are many man- 

sions; if it were not so, I would have told you.” (John 14:2.) Paul 
says, ‘I knew a man in Christ, above 14 years ago (whether in the 
body or out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth), such an one 
was caught up to the third heaven. AndI knewsuchaman . . how 
that he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable words, 
which it is not lawful for a man to utter.” (2 Cor. 12:2-4.) Paul, 
speaking of the resurrection, says, “There are also celestial bodies, 
and bodies terrestrial; but the glory of the celestial is one, and the 
glory of the terrestrial is another. There is one glory of the sun, and 
another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for one 
star differeth from another star in glory. So also is the resur- 
rection of the dead.” (1 Cor. 15:40-42.) “And they were 
judged every man according to their works.” (Rev. 20:13.) 
You will readily observe that we are judged according to 
our works and will naturally receive our rewards and exaltations 
accordingly. . 
_ Mrs. G.—It does seem reasonable. I had no idea that such 
things were in the Bible. 
-,. Mr. B.—Paul says, “So then every one of us shall give ac- 
count of himself to God.” (Rom. 14:12.) Jesus says, “Then shall 
the righteous shine forth as the sun in the (celestial) kingdom of their 
Father.” (Matt. 13:43.) And Paul speaking of the righteous says, 
“Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the 
heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love 
him. But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit.” (1 Cor. 
2:9, 10.) Christ’s mission is to “bring to pass the immortality and 
eternal life of man.” ‘Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedi- 
ence by the things which he suffered; and being made perfect, he 
became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him.” 
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(Heb. 5:8,9.) “In the hope of eternal life, which God, that can- 
not lie, promised before the world began.” (Titus 1:2.) Jesus says 
in his memorable prayer, “This is life eternal that they might know 
thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent.” 
(John 17:3.) Jesus also says, ““No man knoweth the Son, but the 
Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he 
to whomsoever the Son shall reveal him.” (Matt. 11:27.) “But 
when the Comforter has come, whom I will send unto you from. the 
Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, 
he shall testify of me.’? (John 15:26.) “No man can say that Jesus 
is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.” (1 Cor. 12:3.) “Blessed art 
thou, Simon Barjona; for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto 
thee, but my Father which is in heaven.”” (Matt. 16:17.) Eternal 
life in the celestial kingdom of God depends on a soul “knowledge of 
God and Jesus Christ whom he has sent,” and a knowledge of either 
the Father or the Son depends on revelation through the Holy 
Ghost who dispenses knowledge of God to the souls of those who 
obey him. These, who are ever in the minority, are the ones who are 
headed for the higher glory. “Strait is the gate and narrow is the 
way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.” (Matt. 
7:14.) There will.probably be no detours or traffic signals. needed. 
' But “‘wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruc- 
tion and many there be which enter in thereat.” There is where they 
will need the traffic signals. All brands of man-made religion will be - 
represented there. 

Major—But how 1s one to ees when he is in the strait and 
narrow’ way? “ 7 

Mr. B.—That brings us_ back to our caer ‘hele “4he 
Plan of Salvation as instituted in the beginning. The great question 
of all the ages has been, and should continue to be, ““What shall I do 
to be saved?” It is so big and important that I am afraid we could 
scarcely do justice to the subject tonight. This evening questions 
led us away from our topic, but as long as we get food for meditation 
it matters little. 

Mrs. G.—Rev. Bean, pardon me, I meant Elder Bean— 
(laughter )—how long are you going to be in the city? 

Mr. B.—So far as I know at present, I shall be here for a week 
or more. ; 

Mrs. G.—Well, why can’t you come up and take dinner with 
us again and go with us to a show? You know, I feel that I would 
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like to hear more about God’s plan of salvation to see wherein it 
differs from our minister’s plan. 

~ Mr. B.—Well, as ‘‘God’s ways are not as man’s ways,” 
there will probably be some difference. I have thoroughly enjoyed 


this visit, and, while it almost seems an imposition, it will be a 


pleasure to accept your kind invitation. 
Mrs. G.—It will be no imposition, I assure you, and the 


pleasure will be mutual. How about Wednesday evening? 


5 


Mr. B.—I know of nothing to interfere, as far as | am con- 
cerned. ae 
Mrs. G.—Very well, then, we will plan for Wednesday, as that 
will give plenty of time to secure some good tickets. Get here as 
early as possible, Elder Bean, as I will probably be loaded with: 
questions. 

Major—I will have my chauffeur bring thecar. (Exit.) 

Mr. B.—I thank you for this pleasant evening and bid you 
good night. 


What is the Gospel? 


Wednesday evening I arrived at the Major’s home about 5:30 
o’clock and was met at the door by a servant who ushered me: into 
the library. : 

Mrs. G.—I am delighted to see you, Mr. Bean, and am so aed 
you came early. The major phoned that he would fe delayed at ENG 
office for probably a half hour. 

Mr. B.—Yes, he phoned me to that effect and proffered to 
send his car for me; but as I was so handy to the subway, and wished 
to be as little rronble as possible, I insisted on coming up on the sub- 
way. 
_ Mrs. G.—Elder Bean, I have done considerable thinking since 
you were here the other evening. I want certain things, that are 
still hazy 1 in my mind, clarified. You have referred a Sniper of 
times to ‘““God’s plan of salvation,” which you call the Gospel. All 
preachers preach the Gospel and bees in the Bible. But I would 
infer, from certain of your remarks, that you have some Gospel 
other than that which is contained in the Bible. 

‘Mr. B.—I would glean that you are tinctured, to a certain 
extent, with the generally accepted idea that we Latter-day Saints, 
commonly called “Mormons,” do not accept the Bible as it reads. I 
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think it would be but fair to me, and a great satisfaction to yourself, 
if you were to get your Bible and then we can reason things out. 
together. (Gets Bible.) First, let me say that we agree with Peter 
when he said, ‘“‘No prophecy of the scripture is of any private in-_ 
terpretation. For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of - 
man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost.” (2 Peter 1:20, 21.) And part of what they spake was 
written down and has come down to our day. Some sixty-six books 
have been preserved, bound together into one volume and named the 
Holy Bible. Now, the Bible does not contain all the word of God, 
because— 

Mrs. G.—Do you mean to say that this Bible doesn’t contain 
the whole word of God? I have been taught from my youth that the - 
Bible contains all that God intended for the guidance of his children 
here on earth. Doesn’t the Bible say, “Search the scriptures, for in 
them we have eternal life?” 

Mr. B.—I don’t so read it. I take it for granted that you 
refer to John 5:39. But if you will read it carefully, including the 
context, you will observe that Jesus is rebuking those who would 
say, “We have Moses and the prophets unto us, but as concerning | 
this man Jesus, we know not whence he is.” Jesus says unto them, 
“Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: 
and they are they which testify of me. And ye will not come to me 
that ye might have life. . . . For had ye believed Moses, ye would 
have believed me: for he wrote of me. But if ye believe not his 
writings, how shall ye believe my words?” They were spiritually 
blind. Being devoid of the Holy Ghost, under whose inspiration the 
scriptures were written, they didn’t nngerstand the scriptures they 
pretended to believe in. Do you know that the Bible you hold in 
your hand refers to books written by prophets, seers, revelators and 
apostles which are not included in our present Bible? Take down a’ 
few quotations and read them at your leisure: Exo. 24:4, 7; Num. 
21214;-4 Kings11:41; Chron. 29:29;-2 Chron, 9:29512:15..20 34. 
13:22. There were scriptures of Abraham’s day (Gal. 3:8), also 
prophecies of Enoch (Jude 14), and missing epistles (1 Cor. 5 9. 
Col. 4:16). 

Mrs. G.—I shall certainly read these tomorrow. | 

Mr. B.—Did you ever stop to think just how little we have 
recorded in the Bible of what Jesus spake during his ministry? Do 
you know that if his sayings were arranged in their consecutive order. 
man could read them all in less than an hour? We can scarcely: 
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realize that the Bible in its entirety contains less than one million 
words, when President Woodrow Wilson during his administration © 
dictated more than ten million words to his secretary, Mr. Tumulty. 
The scriptures are able to make us “wise unto salvation through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus.” (2 Tim. 3:15.) Had the Jews, who © 
had the Old Testament in Jesus’ day, been in possession of this faith, 
they would have been saved. If the devout people of today aig 
pretend to believe in the holy scriptures had the “faith once de- 
_ livered to the saints” they’ would all be Latter-day Saints, cae be: 
partakers of the Gospel and its blessings. 
Mrs. G.—Gospel! There is that word again. os 
_ Mr. B.—Brings us back to our original question. In answer ' 
to the question, let us go in search for a definition. There was once, 
a Jewish couple living in Tarsus, a Roman city noted for its Greek 
philosophy and educational advantages. To them a son was born. 
He was a bright lad and soon became a Greek scholar. While yet a 
young man his parents sent him to Jerusalem to get the learning of’ 
his forefathers. He entered the Cilician synagogue and placed him- 
self under the tutelage of the great rabbi Gamaliel. He made rapid 
advancement in this rabinical school, and when the apostles. and 
disciples began preaching “Christ anechim crucified,” and testified 
that Jesus Christ who had recently been crucified her risen from the’ 
dead and that they were witnesses to the fact, this student from 
Tarsus, whose name was Saul, was one of the Teaineks in opposing. 
them. -He was an eloquent. flog and soon attracted the attention. 
of the high priests, who bestowed authority upon him to. bring 
those who were found preaching in the name of Jesus, bound before 
the council. His duties took him even to other cities, and while on 
the way to Damascus, at the head of a company, Be was suddenly 
stricken blind and fell to the ground. He was soon enveloped by a 
halo of light and within the light beheld a personage who spoke to 
him, saying, “Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?” And Saul said,,. 
“Who art thou, ord? bard the Lord said, I am Jesus whom hoe 
persecutest . . . Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee 
what thou Paree Sh Ananias was sent unto him and said, “Brother 
Saul, the Lord, even Jesus that appeared unto thee in the way as 
thou camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and 
be filled with the Holy Ghost. ”” And Ananias laid his hands on him, 
“and he received his sight forthwith, and arose, and was baptized” 
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and filled with the Holy Ghost. (Acts 9:1-20.) By the way, have - 
you been baptized? | | 1 
Mrs. G.—O, my eget yes. I was baptized when I was but — 
eight days old. : 
Mr. B.—Do you remember who baptized you? Se 
Mrs. G.—Do I remember? Why certainly not. But my aunt. 
who acted as god-mother remembers the name. I have heard her 
mention the minister’s name, but I can’t recall it now. 
| Mr. B.—Very well. But to continue my story. Soak was 
baptized. Then his former friends and associates suddenly became 
his worst enemies. When he began to preach the unpopular doc- 
trines he had vigorously opposed, his enemies sought to kill him, 
but he was rescued by newly-made friends who assisted him to 
escape from thecity secretly. He now championed the cause of Christ 
and preached his Gospel in power, bearing a strong testimony of its 
truth. “Our Savior, Jesus Christ hath abolished death, and hath 
brought life and immortality to light through the Gospel.” (2 Tim. 
1:10.) “‘I certify you, brethren, that the Gospel which was preached — 
of me is not after man. For I neither received it of man, néither - 
was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.” (Gal. rit, 
12.) And when a man speaks by the revelations of Jesus Christ, he 
speaks as one having authority, and what he says is 100 per cent. 
truth. When Paul said, “I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, 
for it is the power of ‘God unto salvation to every one that Be. 
lieveth” (Rom. 1:16; 1 Cor. 1;18), we get a fair idea as to just 
what the Gospel plan is. It is God’s plan to lead us to immortality, 
eternal life and exaltation, and includes all that is good for man 
physically, mentally, morally and spiritually. It is the God-story - 
and had its origin in the heavens—“‘the gospel of God, which he had 
promised afore by his prophets in the holy scriptures.” (Rom. 1:1,° 
2.) “In hope of eternal life, which God that cannot lie, protnsed: 
before the world began.” (Titus 1:1, 2.) Being God’s plan, it is 
everlasting even as he is everlasting. (Rev. 14:6.) Itis not a scheme 
concocted by man, but “‘is in truth the word of God” (1 Thess. 
2:13), and should be preached “in power and in the Holy Ghost” 
by men having a testimony of its truth (1 Thess. 1:5). “The 
beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God . . John 
did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance 
for the remission of sins.’ (Mark 1:1, 4.) John baptized in‘ the 
Jordan, Aenon, and other places where there was “much water,” 
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(John 3:23, Mark 1:5.) “Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and 
was baptized of John in Jordan.” (Mark 1:9.) Immediately after 
Christ’s baptism he began his ministry. He selected twelve disciples 
whom he called apostles and said unto them, ‘Ye have not chosen 
me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and 
bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatso- 
ever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you.” 
(John 15:16.) “And after these things came Jesus and his disciples 
into the land of Judea, and there he tarried with them, and bap- 
tized.” (John 3:22.) He taught his disciples all the mysteries of 
the kingdom, “‘for al] things that I have heard of my Father I have 
made known unto you.” (John 15:15.) John the Baptist came 
preaching, “‘Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand,” and 
he baptized those who believed and repented, for the remission of 
their sins. (Matt.3:1, 2.) “Jesus came into Judea, preaching the 
Gospel of the kingdom of God, and saying, The time is fulfilled, and 
the kingdom of God is at hand; repent ye, and believe the Gospel.” 
(Mark 1:14, 15.) Just before His ascension on high to “sit on the 
- right hand of his Father,” he commissioned his disciples to preach 
the Gospel to “‘all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever I have commanded you.” (Matt. 28:19, 20.) 
He lifted up his hands and blessed them and conferred the Holy 
Ghost upon them (John 20:22, Luke 24:50, 51), which was to bring 
to their remembrance “all things whatsoever he had commanded 
them,” and it was to “abide with them forever.” He also told them 
_to “tarry at Jerusalem until ye be endued with power from on high.” 
Now, Mrs. G., these are but the first principles of the Gospel, 
yet fundamental for our progress toward a knowledge of God. First, 
the people were required to believe the God-story, the divinity of 
Christ’s mission. Next they were required to repent of their sins. 
Then they were required to be baptized for the remission of their 
sins, and’ I take it for granted that you have complied with the re- 
quirements thus far. 


Importance of Baptism 


Mrs. G2] believe I have complied with the conditions you 
‘mention, but not in the order set forth by you. I was baptized be- 
fore I was old enough to believe or repent, but I don’t see how that 
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should make any difference. Neither do I believe that baptism is for 
the remission of sins. That is, I do not believe that our sins are 
remitted through the act of baptishn: Our minister explained that 
to my entire satisfaction. He told us that baptism was because of 
the remission of sins. We are baptized because our sins have been 
remitted through the grace of God. God remits our sins when we are 
“born again;” when the “love of God is shed abroad in our hearts;”’ 
when we crucify the old man and are changed from nature to grace. 
Jesus said to Nicodemus, “Except ye be born again ye cannot enter 
the kingdom of heaven.” 


_... Mr. B.—Open your Bible at faith 3rd chagter and read the firs t 
five verses, and you will observe Bee you a t quote that SSH: 
correctly. a 

_. Mrs. G.—(Reads)—I can’t see where I made a mistake. In 
answer to the question of Nicodemus, Jesus says, “Except a man be 
born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 


Mr.B.—Kindly read the next two verses. 

Mrs. G - (Reads )—' ‘Nicodemus: saith unto him, How can a man 
be born when he is old? . . Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say 
unto thee, Except a man be oan of water and of the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God.” 

Mr. B.—You will readily observe, Mrs. es that there is a vast 
difference between seeing the kingdom of God and entering into It. 
‘When the Gospel is preached i in “power and in the Holy Ghost,” the 
spirit of inspiration carries conviction to the souls of the heirs and 
they see the beauties of the Gospel of the kingdom, but in order that 
they may enter into the kingdom, they must comply with the laws of 
‘initiation, which includes faith in God and his Son Jesus Christ, be- 
cause salvation comes from God through his Son, Jesus Christ; they 
‘must repent of their sins and be born of the water Ghapaacds: and 
of the Spirit, which “dwells not in unholy tabernacles,” hence the 
-necessity of being first baptized for the remission of sins. Jesus told | 
his disciples to tarry at Jerusalem and not begin their mission of 
preaching the Gospel until he returned to the Father, when the third 
person of the Holy Trinity, the Holy Ghost, would be sent to endue 
them with power. The promise was fulfilled on the day of Pentecost, 
_when devout Jews ‘‘out of every nation under heaven” were gathered 
“together anid heard the apostles speak in tongues under the ‘ ‘power 
of the Holy Ghost.” Thousands were converted—‘“born again,’ 
‘changed from nature to grace, as you would call it. “They were 
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pricked in their hearts, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the 
apostles, Men.and brethren, what shall we do?” Do you have. any, 
idea what your minister would have said in answer to their. question? 
Believing as. you do, would you not expect him. to say about as 
follows, “‘Come forward and we will extend the right hand of fellow- 
ship. Confess your sins and lay them at the foot of the cross, and the 
blood of Jesus will wash them all away. There is nothing you can do., 
If you just believe, you are born again and are even now in the king- 
dom of God.” Now, mind you, these Jews were converted. They 
believed that Jesus of Nazareth, who had recently been crucified on 
the cross, was indeed the Christ, even though put to death as a male- 
factor. They believed the message of the apostles, which created a 
living faith in their souls. What next? Peter, ordained under the 
hands of Jesus, and speaking under the “power of the Holy Ghost,” 
which receives of Jesus Christ and imparts to men, said, “Repent, and 
be baptized every one of you in the name of ton Christ for the re- 
mission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. . For 
the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar 
off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.”’ (Acts 2:38, 39.) 
Mou will observe here that there is no exclusiveness in the Gaspel plan, 
It is everlasting; never has been changed or repealed, but is the same 
for us and-our children as it was for. the Jews on the day of Pentecost. 
And I might go on and enumerate instances where other converts 
were -made, -where the same order of initiation. prevailed. When 
Philip went down to Samaria and preached the Gospel, “both: men 
and women believed the things concerning the kingdom, and’ were 
baptized,’ and when. the apostles at Jerusalem heard of i it they sent 
bern of he Spirit. (Acts: 8:14-17. ) The same ene gives afi in- 
teresting account of Philip baptizing the eunuch after. the. latter had 
believed and conféssed. that Jesus ‘was the-Christ."2 9.5 


- Mrs. G.=lt seems to me that you. place altogether too SE 
stress on. baptism. “You! would make baptism a Saving ordinance 
when. the. Bible tells. us emphatically. that all that is necessary. is to 
“believe on the. Lord. Jesus, Christ and thou ‘shalt. be. saved.” “And 
after all, Ibelieve if we accept Jesus as our ‘Savior, and’ do. ‘the’ best 
we can, ‘that i is all that i dg necessary. . 

‘Mr. B.—The scripture you just quoted is hoin Acts 16: mle “The 
power of God was made manifest in the destruction of the jail. in 
which Paul, Silas and other prisoners were confined, and the prisoners 
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were miraculously saved. In answer to the jailer’s question, ‘‘Sirs, 


what must I do to be saved?” Paul said—“Believe-on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.” But if you 
read and analyze the next verse you will get the explanation. “And 
they spake unto him the word of the Lord, and to all that were in 


his house. And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed 


their stripes, and was baptized, he and all his, straightway.” The 
word of the Lord must have included baptism and its essentiality or 
_why the haste to comply with the ordinance? Yes, we believe bap- 
tism is a saving ordinance. When Jesus was baptized in the river 
Jordan, He was complying with a holy ordinance of his own Gospel 
plan. On “coming up out of the water” the Holy Ghost descended 
upon him, and a voice from his Father in heaven was heard, saying 
—‘“This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.”” Thus was 


shown the Father’s approval of the ordinance of baptism that his be- - 


loved Son had just complied with. Jesus said, speaking of John’s 
baptism, “‘All the people that heard him, and the publicans, justified 
God, being baptized with the baptism of John. But the Pharisees 
and eee rejected the counsel of God against themselves, being 
not baptized of him.” (Luke 7:29-30.) Can we be saved by rejecting 
the counsel of God against ourselves. John baptized for the remission 
of si sins. Can we be saved in the kingdom of heaven in our sins? Peter 
says, ‘Baptism doth also now save us.” (1 Peter 3:21.) Jesus said, 
“Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature. 
He that believeth and is snared shall be saved, but he that believeth 
not shall be damned.”” (Mark 16:16.) . 
Mrs. G.—But, Mr. Bean, to be frank with you, I cannot see 
wherein the simple ordmmance of baptism has any eae in h Washing 
away sins. 
Mr. B.—That is exactly the argument uséd by Nanna the 
Syrian, who was captain of the king’s host, a man of valor, high in 
authority, yet he was leprous. Incidentally, an Israelitish maiden 


who had been taken captive and was servant to Naaman’s wife, 


through sympathy for her master, remarked that if Naaman were to 
go to the prophet of Israel “who was near to the’ Lord, ” he could be 
healed of his leprosy. The word got to the king’s ears, and he made 
haste to prepare horses, chariots, costly presents, with a retinue of 
servants. He wrote a tects to ‘the king of Israel and started his. 
favorite officer off to Judea in magnificent style. When they arrived 
at Samaria and lined-up in front ofthe prophet Elisha’s home, one of 


: 
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Naaman’s servants went in to tell the plain-looking old prophet what 
it was all about. The latter “sent a messenger unto him, saying, Go 
and wash in Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come again to 
thee, and thou shalt be clean.” “(Naaman was wroth,” and started 
back to Damascus in disgust. But his servant reasoned with him, 
saying, “My father, if the prophet had bid thee to do some great 
thing, wouldest thou not have done it? How much rather then, when 
he saith to thee, Wash, and be clean.” They prevailed on Naaman 
and he did as the prophet of God commanded him. He dipped him- 
self seven times in Jordan and was made whole every whit. It was 
obedience to the commandment of God’s prophet that availed. Read 
the whole 5th chapter of 2nd Kings. It tells a beautiful story. 


Because of the constant grumbling, murmurings and faultfinding 
of the children of Israel while in the wilderness, God sent a plague of 
poisonous snakes among them, and many of the Israelites were bitten 
and died. They repented and humbled themselves, and the Lord had 
compassion on them, and commanded Moses to make a serpent of 
brass and erect it on a pole, saying.that when any of them were bitten, 
if they would look upon the brazen serpent, they should be healed. 
It proved efficacious; the merit was not in the brazen serpent but in 
keeping the commandment. 


Mrs. G.—I must admit there is more to the baptism question 
than I had thought. I also admit that I have never attached much 
importance to it—in fact, have scarcely given it a serious thought 
You have gotten me all re 


3 Mr. B.—If any reputable business man were to give you a pro- 
-missory note, duly signed, payable on certain condition, you would 
not hesitate to take it at its face value. 

Mrs. G.—No, not if I knew tha party to be dependable. 

. Mr. B.—Very well. God has said, if we will have faith in him, 
truly repént of all our sins, and go down into the waters of baptism 
and be baptized by one duly authorized, he will remit or pardon our 
‘sins. That is equal to a promissory note signed by God himself. 
But do we take it at face value? Are we acquainted with God? Do 
we > have confidence in him? Can we depend on him to make good? 

Mrs. G.—Well, I have never had the matter presented in just . 
har. light before. I almost fear that when some of us are put to the 
test, we would rather trust a responsible man whom we know than 
God whom we do not know. 

—... Mr. B—You bring out a big thought there, Mrs. G., but we 
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can t ace it’ vp at this time, as we have not finished with our eahibject 


of baptism. I take it that you are quite well satisfied ee oe 


baptism. 

Mrs. G.—Well, I was until this evening; but I was too young at 
wee time to know Ppenne about it, and haven’t considered it of j 
sufficient importance to study up on it since. : 

-. Mr. B.—But you are quite sure you were baptized. 

-<Mrs, G.—Oh, I am pasiiive 2 as to that. There can be no ques- 


tion. 
Mr. B. aarre you ever ask your minister thea origin and meaning 
a the word baptize?.. (Enter the Major.) , 
' Major—I am sorry I was delayed, but some “gentlemen from 
Philadelphia phoned and made an appointment which could not be 
ee | 
{ie bell rings. ) 


After Dinner at the Major’s Home 


Maier Well ane Be Hace the drift of conversatianes The ; 
Gospel I venture. 

Mr. B.—You guessed it, Major, without even hesitating. 

- Major—I thought as ich, for I have heard little else since you _ 


were. here. But what particular phase of the Gospel have you dis- 


cussed? 
.Mrs. G.—Baptism! And Elder Bean even inferred that I have 


never, been baptized. Or at least inferred that he had his doubts. ~ 
“  Major—Well, my dear, the more I go into this Gospel topic the 
more doubts I have; for you know that when you were baptized, ace 
cording to your aunt, the minister dipped his finger in water and 
marked the sign of the cross on your forehead; and when I was © 
baptized the minister poured about a spoonful of water on my head. 
You also know that some of our best friends, who belong to the Fifth 
Avenue Baptist church, were baptized all over. 
Mrs. G.—Yes, but we were all baptized, and you know that DF 
F osdick tias chariged the mode of the Fifth Avenue church, or at least ~ 
made it.optional. He also says that baptism by water is to signify | 
that we have been regenerated and reconciled to Christ, while Elder 
Bean says that baptism is for the remission A sins and beet to 


our salvation. : 
Mr. B.—Let me state ode aeanye before’ we go any fuscther, 
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that we are not discussing Mr. Bean’s gospel, but the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. Isaiah says—“To the law and to the testimony: if they speak 
not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them.” 
(Isaiah 8:20.) 
~_ Major—That is fair, my dear. I told the chauffeur to be here 
with the car at 8:10. EL ors at watch. ) That will give us just 40 
minutes for conversation. Let us give the most part of the time to 
Mr. Bean, and it is quite probable that he can give us some light on 
the subject. 
‘Mr. B.—Thank you. But before proceeding let me draw your 
attention to a remark Mrs. G. made a moment ago. It has more 
significance than she probably realized at the time. She stated that 
since Dr. Harry E. Fosdick assumed his pastoral duties at Fifth 
Avenue Baptist church, known also as the Rockefeller church, he 
has changed or made optional the mode of baptism. The question 
naturally arises—Has God changed it? That has been the trouble 
from the very early period. Men have presumed to change sacred 
ordinances to suit their own convenience. But that was to be ex- 
pected, since Paul, through the spirit of prophecy, saw the time when 
‘men “will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall 
they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; and they shall 
turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.” 
2 Tim: 4:3, 4; Isa. 24:5.) In briefly reviewing the doctrine of baptism 
I will merely cite you the scriptures, and you can place your own con- 
struction on them. 
_- First, as to the necessity or essentiality of water baptism, read 
_ Acts 2:38 and 16 :30- 34; seu 5; Acts 9:6; 8:12; 8:38. Now as to the 
fF ‘mode. ~° : 
| “And were all baptized of him in the river of Jordan (Mark 
135.) 
“And John also was pentane in Aenon near to Salem, because _ 
there was much water there.” (John 3:23.) 
» “And they went down both into the water.’ (Acts 8:38.) 
-- .*“And when they were come up out of the water,” etc. (Acts 
eh by Na 
“ ae St And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up St eva out of 
the water.” (Matt. 3:16.) 
_ ~-- “Buried with him in baptism.” (Col. 2:12.) 
_ + “Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death; that 
like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, 
even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have eae 
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planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the 
likeness of his resurrection.” (Rom. 6:4, 5.) 

Now let us see what we can glean from the above quotations. 
First, we have learned that it takes water. Secondly, that it requires 
much water. Thirdly, that it requires going down into the water. 
Fourthly, that the candidate must be buried 1 in the water. Fifthly, 
that after the burial he is “risen again” from the watery grave, and 
walks in newness of life, his sins being remitted through obedience to 
the divine ordinance of baptism. If we have complied with these 
requifements we have been baptized, because baptism means to dip, 
plunge, bury, or immerse in the watery element. The translaters of 
the scriptures did not translate or materially change the Greek word 
baptizo. Wad they translated the word, John the Baptist would have 
been known as John the immerser. The Jews baptized their prose- 
lytes to Judaism by immersion before John the Baptist was-born. 
If you will take the time to read profane history written contempo- 
raneous with the scriptures, especially concerning the wars between 
the Romans and Carthaginians, you will find such expressions as 
these: “Owing to much rain the stream was swollen so that the in- 
fantry crossed over with difficulty, being baptized up to their arm- 
pits.” “Many of the Carthaginian ships were baptized (sunk) in the 
sea.” Speaking of the waters of a certain lake, one writer says—“You 
could baptize a stick in the water and it would be covered with pitch.” 
Some of their fishing boats were made of cedar so they would not be 
“easily baptized.”” We might go on and multiply evidence to show 
the usage of the word in the days of Jesus and the apostles, but I am 
firmly of the opinion that no well informed minister will seriously 
maintain that sprinkling, pouring or any mode other than immersion, 
is Biblical baptism. : ae 


Major—What do you think now, Mrs. G? Havecvon bea | 


baptized? 
Mrs. G.—I really do not know what to say. I feel so helpless I 
wish our minister were here. I don’t understand why he doesn’t 


preach these doctrines. They are certainly in the Bible and why be 


afraid or ashamed to preach them? I will be loaded for him the 
next time he calls. But, Elder Bean, the question naturally arises 
that if you should eee to be Fonts ad you seem to have the 
Scriptures on your side’so far as I can see—how about the hundreds 


Apt re 


of other churches, some of which. have been functioning for many 


centuries and number hundreds.of thousands? 


Mr. B—That is a big question and an important one. But | 


/ 
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I think it best to leave that until we have finished with the subject of 
baptism. : 
Mrs. G.—Pardon me, Elder Bean, but I was under the impres- 
sion that you had finished with baptism. 
Mr. B.—You will remember that when John came from the 
wilderness preaching repentance and baptizing by immersion for the 
remission of sins, he said the one who would come after him (Jesus) 
would baptize with “fire and the Holy Ghost.” Jesus set us the 
example by going down into the river Jordan and being immersed 
(buried) in the water, after which the Holy Ghost descended upon 
him. Peter told the multitude on the day of Pentecost, after they 
had exercised faith in the crucified Christ, to “repent and be baptized 
in the name of Jesus Christ’? and they should receive “the gift of 
the Holy Ghost.” After Philip had preached the Gospel to the 
Samaritans, “both men and women believed and were baptized,” 
after which the Holy Ghost was conferred by the laying on of the 
hands of the apostles. You will also find in Acts, 19th chapter, 
where certain of the Corinthians, after listening to the words of Paul, 
were “baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus, and when Paul had 
laid his hands upon them the Holy Ghost came on them.” “‘Where- 
fore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God, 
which is in thee by the putting on of my hands.” (2 Tim. 1:6.) 
In writing to the Hebrew saints Paul says, “Therefore leaving the 
principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not 
laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of 
faith toward God, of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of 
hands.” (Heb. 6:1, 2.) 

Here the fundamental “principles of the doctrine of Christ’’ are 
all classed together as being of equal importance and equally essen- 
tial to becoming a member of his Church. Did you ever realize that 
the earth is fulfilling the Gospel law? Peter refers to it, in speaking 
of the wickedness of the people, “which sometime were disobedient, 

» when once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, 
while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were 
saved by water; the /ike figure where-unto even baptism doth also 
now save us.” Acéording to the Biblical account of the flood, the 
earth was submerged or buried in water, and none but righteous 
Noah and his family survived to tell the story. The “like figure 

_ (immersion) whereunto baptism doth also now save us.” (1 Peter 
3:20, 21.) The earth has been ‘“‘born of the water,” and will be 
“born of the Spirit” in-the day of its redemption, when it will be 
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“cleansed and purified by fire,” and the “Spirit of God will be poured 
out upon all flesh,” and “‘cover the earth as the waters cover the 
mighty deep.” Baptism of the Spirit will be as literal as was the 
baptism by water, and sin and wickedness will be again swept from 
the earth, when it will be clothed with righteousness and become a 
fit abode foe immortal beings. 

Major—lI have never heard the majority of those eee ex- 
plained, or even read before, nor that argument advanced. It is 
both scriptural and reasonable. 

Mr. B.—Were you both born in the United States? 

Major—Yes, we were both born here. My father was also 
born in this country, but Mrs. G.’s father came from England when 
he was a young man. 

Mr. B.—You are, of course, more or less familiar with the ade 
of procedure necessary to become a citizen of this country. You 
know that the applicant takes out his first papers, answers questions, 
shows his good intentions; and before taking out his second papers, 
must take oath of allegiance, etc. And it matters not as to what port 
of entry he goes to, the ordeal is the same. There is but one way to 
become a citizen 5 the United States. 

Major—Yes, the questionnaire, oath, etc., is naturale the 
same on both coasts, and Mexico on the gent to Canada on the 
north. 7 : 
Mr. B.—Is either of you a member of any lodge? 5 enema 
= Major—Yes, lama Mason and an Odd F ellow and Mrs. G. isa 
Rebekah. - es. 

Mr. B.—Very well. Then you on that the walenton iniuaean 
are uniform—the same in every city, without variation... * Now. 
if human institutions gotten up-by mere men are-so particular in 
protecting themselves against-impostors and undesirables, is + not 
a reflection on God who planned and framed the: universe,-to-say- 
that he will be satisfied with any. system that man. may-devise for 
the purpose of entering his kingdom?. - Before- -elting. scripture -in- 
defense of my stand, allow me to state and-introduce proof that ‘the 
Latter-day. Saints are not-the only ones who believe that; baptism by. 
immersion was the original ; and. only- mode: Fecoenized by: the-ancient 
Saints -or-disciples of Jesus. -.. 7k. tet ss a ee 
How Baptism is Administered Es 

“The word daptizo signifies to immerse, and the rite of immer- 
sion was observed by the ancient church.”—Calvin,© .-. >. ..-=" 






GOSPEL CONVERSATIONS 65 3 


a3ie ~“Baptism i is a Greek word, and may be translated: immersion, 
as ewhes we Immerse something i in water, that it may be wholly 
covered. And although it is almost ates abolished—for they do 
not:dip the children, but only pour a little water on them—they 
ought, nevertheless, to be wholly immersed, and then immediately 
drawn out; for:that the etymology of the word seems to demand.” 
—Luther. 

‘“Baptism was publicly administered . . . the candidates being 
tmmersed wholly in water.””—Mosheim. 
~. .“We are buried with him.” Again: ‘Which he wrought 1 in you, 
when ye were as it were, buried with him in baptism.”’ The ancient 
manner of:baptizing was by immersion.—John Wesley. 

“Anciently those who were baptized were immersed, and buried 
in the water, to represent their death to sin, and then did rise up 
out of the water, to signify their entrance upon a new life.” —Arch- 
bishop Tillotson. 

_ “Tn fine, we read nowhere in the scriptures that baptism was 
otherwise adthinistered (than by immersion ), and we are able to make 
it appear by acts of councils, and by ancient rituals, that for 1300 
years baptism was thus administered throughout the whole church.”’ 
phen. Bossuit (Catholic). 

- This is probably: variety enough, yet J ight go on and islets 
is proof. by citing quotations from Bishop Beveridge, Dr. Adam 
Clark, Milton, Ds, -Mant, Dr. Black and prominent Rabbis, that 
baptism. -by-i immersion was. eacticed among the Jews long: before 
Christ’s time.in the flesh. 

- Mrs: G. That i is all new to.me. I have leanned much Gunes 
just the last few minutes, and I believe I am getting my eyes opened 
toa téw things. ~ What I would like to know i is, how, when, where 
and by whom was it changed. hie 
rs Mr. B.—That is really a question your minister should’ answer. 
: Te am not trying to dodge the question, but your minister is no doubt 
very ‘familiar with the whys and wherefores and should take pleasure 
iti. ~explaining them to you. When you have occasion to talk with 
him “you might ‘ask: as to when and why baptism: ‘by water: “was 
changed: "If for any: reason he evades the question, or uses too much 
: camouflage, then on my ‘next trip to New York I will give you the 
proper authority on it. You say you were baptized when you were 
but a babe, but have no personal knowledge of the ceremony; so, if 
you think of it, you might also ask him where he gets his dithority 
for baptizing infants. I have read the Bible quite carefully, but have 
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never read of an instance where baptism was administered to people 
who were not capable of understanding the significance of the ordi- 
nance, by first believing and repenting. I read where Jesus said 
“Suffer the little children to come unto me,” and he took them up in 
his arms and blessed them, saying to the adults present, “Except ye 
become.as a little child, ye can in nowise enter into the kingdom of 
heaven.” Little children are free from sin, not being even capable of 
sinning, but they are as pure as the angels of heaven, and except we 
become freed from our sins through faith in Jesus Christ, and repent 
of them, and be buried in the water for the remission or “washing 
away’ of our sins, “arise unto newness of life,” and receive the seal 
of the Holy Ghost through the laying on of hands, thus being 
regenerated, we are in nowise fit subjects for God’s kingdom. 


And while you are talking to your minister, you might go a 
little further and ask him where he got his authority to baptize or 
officiate in any of God’s holy ordinances. You are perfectly aware 
of the fact that in order to become a citizen_of our Republic, or a 
member of any lodge, it must be done authoritatively. There must 
be duly authorized officials to officiate in order to make it valid. I 
read in the Scriptures where Jesus called twelve Apostles to assist 
him in the ministry, to whom he said, “Ye have not chosen me, but 
I have chosen you and ordained you,” etc. Also, where Paul and 
Barnabas were called by the voice of revelation and ordained to the 
ministry by the laying on of hands; also, where they “ordained 
elders in every church;” but I can’t see just where our Protestant 
ministers got their authority to organize a multiplicity of churches 
and proceed to administer in the sacred ordinances of the Gospel. 


Before leaving the subject of-baptism, allow me to relate an 
incident that took place last Sunday after church services. Dr. 
Lawrence Coffin, a gentleman well acquainted with the many places 
of interest in your city, and one who takes great pleasure in showing 
the stranger these historic places, took a few of us visitors through 
St. John’s Cathedral, now in course of construction and nearing 
completion. As I remember it, the building will cost about $15,000,- 
000 when completed. We were greatly admiring the architecture 
and massiveness of the structure, and were especially impressed with 
the beautiful little interior chapels, most of them finished, dedicated 
to the several apostles and saints, and were told in advance of the 
chapel of Messiah, and naturally expected to see something very 
artistic. While the beautiful designs and artistic finish generally 
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were entrancirg, the central and outstanding figure was lamentably 
disappointing. Thousands of dollars for highly paid artists were 
worse than wasted. As youenter the chapel the large center window 
‘stares you squarely in the face. The artist has carefully and beauti- 
fully pictured Jesus and John the Baptist standing in the river Jor- 
dan, the water trickling about their feet, not quite covering their 
feet, and John pouring water on Jesus from a seashell. To my mind, 
it is misleading to the millions of people who visit that beautiful 
building, who will naturally get a false conception of the baptism 
of Jesus. It is sacrilegiously putting a sacred ordinance in a false 
light. Candidly, Mrs. G., do you believe that John took Jesus down 
“into the river Jordan,” and stood on the sand in the edge of the 
water, and poured water on His head to symbolize the “burial and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ?” 

Mrs. G.—To tell the truth, Elder Bean, I do not. 

Mr. B.—I thank you. (Looks at watch.) I see we have only 
ten minutes left. I was in hopes that I would get time to answer 
Mrs. G.’s question as to the chance of some of the churches being 
on the wrong pathway and what will become of those headed wrong. 
That is an important question and we could scarcely do it justice 
in ten minutes. But I will hurriedly refer to certain scriptures lead- 
ing up to the question which you can think over until some future 
time. First, “there is but one name given under heaven among 
men whereby we can be saved,” and that is Jesus Christ. There is 
but one strait and narrow path that leads to life eternal.. There is 
but ‘‘one Lord, one faith, one baptism,” one Gospel, which is ‘‘the 
power of God unto salvation,” and “if any man preach any other 
‘Gospel, let him be accursed,” and wo be unto him that preaches 
anything different, for he is a perverter of the truth. “We are 
-baptized by one Spirit into one body” (church), and that Spirit is 
the spirit of truth, revelation and prophecy. The Gospel is ever- 
lasting and eternal and must be preached to every son and daughter 
of Adam, either on the earth or in the spirit world, as we areall to be 
judged by the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and “every nee must bow and 
every tongue confess that Jesus is the Christ,” sometime, some~ 
‘where. There is but one door to the sheepfold, and he that would 
attempt to enter by any other way is “‘a thief and a robber.”’ We 
have talked rapidly this evening, covering some ground by merely 
skimming over the surface. 

Major—lIt has been a profitable evening and I wish we could 
have continued indefinitely, but I have seats well up in the orchestra 
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for “The Great Temptation,” which is the biggest thing. now going 
in the city. I didn’t ask Mr. Bean which show he preferred to-go to 
and hesitated in getting tickets for this show. But Mrs.:G. andJd 
have attended it and it certainly has some dazzling and bewildering 
scenic and electrical effects. So I decided that your evening pone 
not be entirely wasted if we went there. 

Mr. B.—It might be interesting to you to know that’ rT Ses in 
line probably a half hour Saturday evening to get a ticket to. this 
‘show, only to learn, after I finally got to the ticket window, that only 
a little standing room in the third circle was left. I was: doubly 
anxious to see this particular show. First, because I have heard it 
is a great show, and secondly, because one of our little “Mormon” 
-girls, whom weare proud of and who is a dear. Cie as ee ee and 


family, is playing the leadingrole. st 
Mrs. G.—Do you mean to say that, Miss Hazel Dawn isa a “Mor- 

‘mon” girl? if aN 
Vir.2B.==Y es. 


Mrs. G.—I am very pleased to Fear thee We have always 
raved over her. She seems just a little different from most-actrésses. 
Seems so sweet, not bold, and we were just remarking last evening 
that she has been on ae stage for many set: yet has never pest 
mixed up with any scandal. 
~~ Mr. B.—Yes, she has been on the stage a nace of aes 4 
was 13 years ago, as I remember it,.that I was stage manager, and 
playing minor roles, with a Shakespéarian company over the.South- 
ern circuit, and Miss Dawn was starring in the “Pink Lady,” over 
the same circuit about a week ahead of us. We often played in.the 
same show houses and, without exception, we heard the highest:of 
praise for Miss Dawn. Born of goodly “Mormon” parents, :the 
family are devoted to each other. Hazel has lived a clean,: whole- 
some life, has a sweet personality and is a credit to the theatrical 
profession. They live at Pelham Manor and some time’ whet. La am 
here and have more time I want you to meet the family... <. # 

Mrs. G.—It will be a great pleasure to meet them, and we. will 
be more interested in Miss Dawn in the future. In fact, J anv becom- 
ing generally interested in the “Mormon people.” : peace 
arrives with car.) ee etic ok 

eee do you leave for: Home, Mr. Beaee 1eo oe 

Mr. B.—I will take the 11:30 train: Sunday mgies arriving Ag 
Rochester eatly Monday morning. Be = sate 

Mrs. G.—Major, I think it would be nice to ih gadis Bean 
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out to dinner Sunday evening and visit with him until train time. 
Mr. B.—That is very kind of you, and perfectly agreeable 


to me. 
Major—Very well. We will call for you at say 8 o'clock. 


The Use of Tobacco 


Major—(At theatre—looks at watch) I see we have a few 
minutes before time for curtain. (Takes cigars from pocket.) Mr. 
Bean do you smoke? | 

Mr. B.—No, Major, I thank you, but that is not one of my 
virtues. ; ) 
Major—I might have known it, as I know your brother doesn’t 

smoke. But if you people will excuse me I’ll step back to the lobby 
and enjoy a smoke. I guess it is a useless habit, but I fell for it 
many years ago. For a while I had the habit but now the habit has 
me. I will be back when the orchestra starts to play. 

i Mrs. G.—You would probably be surprised, Mr. Bean, if you 

were to go back to the lobby and see practically as many women 

_ smoking as you would men. 

3 Mr. B.—Not particularly surprised possibly, as I have seen 

~ much of it. But somehow I feel a little disgusted when I see some 

~ even who are looked upon as the highest type of womanhood pump- 

_ ing at a little insignificant cigarette. And I can’t truthfully say that 
it boosts the gentler sex in my estimation, when I see them so rapidly 
taking up the tobacco habit. 

Mrs. G.—Just what is the attitude of your Church toward the 

_ tobacco habit? 

Mr. B.—To begin with, there is not, in fact cannot be, any con- 
flict between true, that is to say revealed religion, and true science 
based on the laws of nature, which, of course, are the laws of God. 

_ Our physical bodies were taken from mother earth and have been 

entrusted to our care. We, the real self of us, are the offspring of 

God, hence divine, and it is our duty to cultivate our bodies and 

_keep them as clean and free from contamination as possible, and 

thus help nature to fill its purpose. It is true that God created all 

plant life, but some plants were to produce food for man, some for 
beast, fowl, fish, insects, etc. Some have medicinal properties which 

' are useful when used with wisdom and skill. Where wisdom is lack- 

_ ing among the lower animals, instinct takes its place. Thus we see 
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the dog and other carnivorous animals, when nature requires it, - 
eating grass or other green vegetation, as a medicine but not as a 
daily diet. You frequently see the old house cat out eating leaves 
of catnip, but not as a daily diet. Tobacco is a splendid antidote 
for snake bite or other poison, when used in poultice form, but as a 
diet it is a failure. We raise a few sheep over on the farm and I 
keep tobacco dust and nicotine on hand. I mix the tobacco with 
their salt occasionally to destroy stomach worms and other parasites, 
but not as a daily diet. I use the nicotine in severe or acute cases, 
in very much diluted form, and in small doses, but, as it is a poison 
extracted from tobacco, I only use it in emergency cases. We dis- 
courage the use of tobacco, except as above stated, because it does 
not add to the vigor of either body or mind; but to the contrary 
tends to break down the tissues of the physical and undermine the 
mental. Is ita food beneficial to the body or is it an unnatural stimu- | 
lant, a poison? Does science advocate feeding a child tobacco as a | 
food to assist nature in the child’s development? 


Mrs. G.—My goodness, no; our public school system dis-_ 
courages the use of tobacco in any form in the lower grades. . 

Mr. B.—But why confine the taboo to the lower grades? | 

Mrs. G.—I do not know, unless they think that the effects of 
tobacco become less injurious to the child as it grows older. 


Mr. B.—But that would be a poor argument to justify theuse - 
of tobacco after maturity, yet it probably has a little truth in it. 
While a human body, when it is yet young and tender, is more sus- 
ceptible to the poisonous effects of tobacco than after it grows up, | 
and nature is better able to resist the poison, still the majority of | 
adults, both male and female, have to ease themselves into the 
habit. By taking poison of any kind in small doses we can gradually | 
train our systems to become practically immune to its effects. But | 
at first the system treats it as an intruder, and ofttimes nature eX- 
pels it from the system by causing one to vomit. | 
Mrs. G.—Then you look upon the use of tobacco as a pernicious 
habit. | / 

Mr. B.—Well, pernicious, in its broadest sense, 1s a very strong, 
term, and perhaps should be slightly qualified” But I think I am 
safe in saying that it is a useless, harmful, extravagant, and in some: 
cases filthy habit, that produces retrograding or injurious rather’|| 
than beneficial results. In fact, the smoker knows that it is in-. 
jurious to his system and is careful not to inhale the smoke into his} 
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lungs where it will get into his blood and be carried or distributed 
among the tissues of his body. The man who chews is also careful 
not to swallow either the juice or the quid. I know of but two 
creatures that are really gluttons for chewing tobacco. One is the 
human being, governed presumably by reason, and the other is a 
nasty, slimy green worm about: two inches long, governed by 1n- 
stinct. I think instinct is the safer guide in this case, for the worm 
eats it because it is a natural food, swallowing both juice and quid, 
but the man swallows neither and would reap no benefit if he did. 
A waste of time and energy to say the least. 

Mrs. G.—Do you know, Mr. Bean, I have been on the very 
verge of taking up the habit myself. My husband doesn’t exactly 
encourage me; neither does he discourage me. He always says I 
can suit myself, and, as I have so many lady friends who smoke, 
I have been tempted at times to try it. You see, I belong to a num- 
_ ber of clubs and I think I am safe in saying that a majority of our. 
members smoke. At first the habit seemed repulsive to me and even 
the smell of the smoke was offensive. But after I heard our minister 
say that there is nothing particularly wrong about it, and that he 
enjoyed a good cigar himself occasionally, I began to look at it from 
a more tolerant viewpoint. Many of the lady smokers are our lead- 
ers in society. | 


Mr. B.—A generation ago a lady smoker would have been a 
contradiction in terms. Times have certainly changed, but even 
now I cannot see that smoking adds to the dignity of a lady. In 
fact, the habit didn’t come from a very dignified source. When 
Columbus rediscovered this continent he found what he called a 
degenerate race of people resembling, in his opinion, the natives of 
India, and accordingly christened them Indians, which name has 
stuck to them ever since. He observed that when Indians from one 
tribe would make a friendly visit to another tribe, they seemed to get 
considerable comfort out of crumbling up the dry leaves of a plant, 
which we now call tobacco, and putting it into a clay or corncob 
pipe and smoking it as a sign of peace or friendship. The habit was 
later introduced into England by Sir Walter Raleigh who had re- 
turned from these shores. So from these illiterate natives started a 
habit that has gone with leaps and bounds spreading to all parts of 
the earth among civilized, semi-civilized and uncivilized people, until 
_now the inhabitants of the earth have become so completely shackled 
to the habit that the tobacco business is one of the biggest in the 
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world. Yet very little, if anything, can truthfully be said i in. ‘its 
favor. 

- Mrs. G.—I guess you are right, for I have been trying to think 
of something in its favor, and if I were called upon to defend the 
habit I would be helpless. That seems strange, too, when we stop 
to think what a hold it has on mankind. 

Mr. B.—You made a statement a moment ago that spoke 
volumes when you said that you were sorely tempted to try the 
tobacco habit. The question naturally arises as to who tempted you. 
Surely God would not tempt us to develop a habit that would im- 
pair our physical, mental, moral and spiritual faculties. No, it is 
Lucifer, the “son of the morning,” who “walksup and down in the 
earth, seeking whom he may devour,” and he doesn’t walk in vain, . 
for he finds myriads of easy prey. 

Mrs. G.—I am afraid you will discourage any inclination I had 
toward the smoking habit. We are all more or less influenced or 
moulded by our associates, but ofttimes unconsciously. Things that 
were considered revolting when I was a little girl are so common- 
place now that they are considered respectable. 

‘Mr. B.—Yes, there are but few things left on the Ror abc 
calendar that are considered sinful by our modern ministers. Luci- 
fer has a strangle hold on society and the present brand of Christian- 
ity doesn’t seem to be able to break the hold. Che seems to 
be Playing a losing game against big odds. 

‘Mrs. G.—Yes, Mr. Bean; it begins to look just that way. But 
how | are We. going to. check the tendency? Can vou pie e a 
remedy? 

Mr. =o. I cannot, but the Lord can and has. It j 1S. ‘His 
purpose to Gedo, the ne of the devil. He has. prescribed:a 
remedy that has proven very practicable and workable with His 
Church in this age. (The orchestra takes its snl in the pies aNe 
Iiajor returns... 

*-Mis. G. oe were right in the midst ofa an interesting c conversa~ 
tion. se 

oe ‘Major—That’s: s too bad; burt if you rohenes where you sideft aff 
you can resume e the conversation dueing: the 10°0 ‘clock 1 inter mission. 


During the Intermission = 


Major—We now have a ten minute intermission for the benefit 
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of us smokers and for other people to visit. So, if you will excuse 
me, I will join the smokers and you can visit. (Exit.) 

_Mrs. G.—I have been trying to enjoy the show, but at times I 
would find my mind riveted on what I am beginning to recognize as 
the tobacco evil. Especially did I recall the last society function at 
our home. It came my turn to entertain the members of our “Elite 
Ladies’ Club,” and we had, as I remember, 45 members present. 
Bridge and pinochle were the games of the evening, and there were © 
only three of us who did not smoke. They had the full freedom of 
three of our best rooms and it was only a short time when there was a 
cloud of smoke so dense I could scarcely see the ceilings. I had to 
send my nice curtains to the cleaner, air the house and its contents, 
and am now waiting for the decorator to come and clean the walls 
and redecorate the ceilings. You may know that I was quite dis- 
gusted when it was over, and my husband suggested that if we con- 
tinue to entertain ladies’ clubs in our home we had better designate 
one room, by putting a sign over the door, for smoking. 

Mr. B.—There are yet certain features about the tobacco habit 
that are repulsive to you. I am reminded of a verse written by 
Alexander Pope. I may not remember the exact words but can 
give the gist of it. 


“Vice is a monster of so frightful mien 
As to be hated, needs but to be seen; 

But seen too oft, familiar with her face, 

We first endure, then pity, then embrace.” 


You are getting somewhat entangled 1 in its meshes and even now 
may find some difficulty 1 in extricating yourself. 

Mrs. G.—Yes, it begins to look as though I will either have to 
cut myself aloof or be one with them. One will be very hard to do, 
and the latter against my better desires. But you spoke of having a 
remedy. : 

Mr. B.—Possibly that remark needs qualifying. The Lord has 
a remedy and his Church has adopted it; and whenever the Lord 
prescribes anything for his children it is invariably for their good. 
The Lord has said: ‘““Tobacco is not for the body, neither for the 
belly, and it is not good for man [as a food], but is an herb for bruises 
and all sick cattle, to be used with judgment and skill.” We had 
faith in these words, and by practical experience our faith has 
ripened into knowledge. 
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Mrs. G.—Is that scripture you just quoted to be found in the 
Bible? . 

Mr. B.—No, but it probably should be, and yet the Bible is a 
poor place to put anything that you want the general public to read. 
The Bible is probably the least read of any literature in the average 
household. In order to follow the modern trend it would be better 
to insert it in some semi-salacious magazine, or magazines. But the 
quotation is from an inspired volume which I hope to tell you about 
some time. But to return to your question. We believe that it-1s 
possible to improve the human race notwithstanding the general 
tendency toretrograde. We believe that example is a more effective 
teacher than precept, and also believe that the start should be made 
in the home. We believe that if the parents abstain from the use of 
tobacco, booze, tea, coffee, narcotics and other unnatural stimulants, 
which are only rightfully used as medicines, the children are less 
likely to begin their use. From the beginning our children should be 
taught that their bodies are sacred and should be kept clean as a fit 
habitat for the spirit, or self, to properly function. If we create a 
clean, wholesome atmosphere 1n the home where children are being 
brought into the world, then whatever effect the pre-natal and hered- 
itary influences have on the child, will be conducive to the child’s 
welfare. If the child is taught by example as well as by precept in 
the home as to the injurious effects of stimulants; then, after it is 
old enough to go to Sunday school and observe that the teacher also 
teaches by example as well as precept; likewise the superintendent, 
his assistants, the secretary, chorister and all the officers live and 
teach the same thing; and if the minister in his sermons emphasizes 
the importance of abstaining from things i injurious, and lives up to 
his teachings—then the child grows up in a wholesome atmosphere 
and becomes, in a moral sense, immune to these things. He at least 
realizes that if he uses them he offends his God, his minister, his 
Sunday school superintendent and his aids; he offends the better 
element of society, and his honor is seen to be at stake. 

Mrs. G.—How beautiful if such conditions prevailed; but what 
an impossible task to bring them about. Doesn’t any of your 
Church Bene use tobacco? 

_-» Mr. B.—Yes, some of them. But the schon of the Church, 
from the President down through all the quorums of Priesthood, and 
all the auxiliary organizations teach these things by precept anaby 
example. All of our Church schools, which include many thousands 
of students and pupils, are presided over and taught by teachers 
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who also live up to these principles. Not only that, but these thou- 
sands of young men and women are under and live up to the same 
rules. As a result, we have tens of thousands of young and old- 
people who live up to the teachings of God in the scriptural quota- ' 
tion I referred to. There are no other people on the earth that even 
approach this high standard of living. There is no other church that 
makes even a serious attempt to teach such a mode of living. 

Mrs. G.—But you are so few in numbers, and wield so little 
influence among mankind, that I don’t see how you can hope to 
change the situation. 

Mr. B.—Yes, but sometimes a small piece of leaven will affect 
quite a lump of dough. We have taught these things by precept and 
by example for upwards of ninety years and our example has re- 
flected itself on those who live among or near us, and they are un- 
consciously influenced. Asa result, it would be a rare thing to see a 
principal or teacher in our public schools using tobacco. It is also 
noticeable that within the past year certain conferences in the south 
have made the use of tobacco prohibitory among the newly-or- 
dained ministers, and strongly advise that the older ones, who have 
long been addicted to the habit, master themselves and set the 
example to their parishioners. It is said of Jesus that he ‘“‘went 
about doing good.”” We are consciously or unconsciously benefactors 
or malefactors. Our lives are reflected upon others. Our slogan 
should be ““Never. make a person any worse for having associated 
with him or her.” 

Mrs. G.—You people certainly have high ideals, but it seems to 
me that it is quite impossible to live up to them. It might have 
worked two generations ago, but the young people, and some of the 
older ones, have gone so long without restraint and reached such 
extremes, that religion no longer appeals to them. 

Mr. B.—Yes, Mrs. G., our public school system, because of 
petty jealousies between the various creeds and denominations, has 
shut God out of the schools. The teachers in the lower grades teach 
the necessity of abstaining from the use of tea, coffee, tobacco, etc., 
and then.when they ae school banquets aE girls of the grades 
serve refreshments which include tea and coffee, and these same 
teachers partake of them. A teachers’ convention is conducted 
much on the same order as this show; they have an intermission for 
smoking. The pupils see their principal, and ofttimes their athletic 
coach smoke. And if they attend Sunday school they will often 
find that the superintendent and teachers, and even the minister, 
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smoke. They are taught by example to smoke, and nothing from 
the pulpit that would discourage it. I have attended church re-— 
unions where they served refreshments, including coffee and cigars, 
when myself and a local physician were the only ones present who > 
refused the coffee and cigars. To me they resembled lodge smokers 
more than church socials. The minister set the example, as he was 
like your minister—he enjoyed a good (?) cigar and cup of coffee. 
(The orchestra called the smokers back.) 


At the Big Show 


.« -Major—Well, Mr. Bean, that was the ensemble climax. 
(Looks at watch.) It’s now twenty minutes to eleven, and now 
that you have seen the big show tell us what you think of it. 

. . Mr. B.—You expressed it in two words—Big show. 

Major—Yes, it is easily the biggest thing on Broadway this 
season. 

Mr. B.—The producers have certainly spared no expense in 
rounding up an all-star cast of principals, backed up by approximate- 
ly a hundred carefully selected chorus girls, and alarge bunch of live, | 
uniformly built “‘ponies” or ballet girls, who seem to enjoy their 
work. The scenic and electrical effects are dazzling and bewildering. 
The costumes, when not too abbreviated, were simply gorgeous. 
There was only one scene that had a decided Parisian atmosphere to 
it that might shock the super-prudes, but I guess that was run in to 
give it variety. 

Mrs. G.—That is just what a majority of the theater-goers de- 
mand nowadays; they are willing to pay their money to see it, 
and the producers cater to public demand in order to get the money. 
The legitimate drama in New York died some years ago, and few 
people mourned its demise. (All walk into the lobby.) 

_.. Mr. B.—Yes, the good old drama has given way for an age 
of thrills and adventure. (The chauffeur drives up with car.) 

Mrs. G.—There is our car. (To the Major)—Did you phone 
Billy to reserve a table for us? 

Major—Yes, I phoned Billy during intermission to reserve a 
table for three. 

Mr. B.—Do you realize it is getting late—why not call this an 
evening? : 

Major—Oh, the aftershow dinner is always understood. It’s 


_ part of the evening. 
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>. We soon arrived atthe restaurant, where another dazzling scene 
greeted us. The very latest display of ladies’ gowns, some of which 
were quite as abbreviated as those of the show girls, and probably 
fifty per cent of the lady (?) guests were smoking cigarettes. The 
floor walker met us at the door and led us over to “Billy” who, in 
turn, escorted us to the table reserved for us. 

~ Mr. B.—Major, this is rather sudden. You should have tipped 
this off to me, so I could at least try to assume an air of naturalness. 
That was my first experience in walking across a mirrored floor, and 
every time I looked down I fancied I was stepping in my own face, 
and unconsciously tried to step over myself, not unlike a locoed horse. 
And these glass topped tables, with flocks of gold fish sporting round 
under them. It’s far too fauch class for a rural. 

Mrs. G.—This is the latest thing in night clubs. The promoter is 
a son of a wealthy banker who likes to do things a little different from 
others. He is very popular and has really been quite successful in 
most of his ventures. 

Major—lIt has been playing to good business ever since it opened, 
which will probably continue until some sensational scandal or 
tragedy is enacted here, after which the commissioner of police will 
make a bluff at enforcing the one o’clock closing ordinance, until the 
smoke clears away and the public forgets about it. All-night places 
like this furnish a rendezvous for gentlemen burglars, hold-up men, 
con-men, safe-crakers and surething gamblers. These gang leaders, 
both men and women, are dressed in the very latest styles; are polite, 
educated and have the knack of getting acquainted. They circulate 
among the guests, locate their prey, frame their plans and their gangs 
do the rest. 

-. Mr. B.—Yes; I guess neither humanity nor the devil has changed 
much since olden times. The devil was always very adept in playing» 
the role of a gentleman. Still “walking to and fro in the earth,” 
looking for victims, and snares them in countless numbers. Decep- 
tion and counterfeiting are among his chief assets. Both Biblical 
and secular history furnish us with some horrifying examples of 
wreckage caused as the result of allowing the devil, by his cunning, to 
get astranglehold on society. History doesn’t give us a very detailed 
account of just what was going on in society before the deluge. But- 
the brief Biblical account would give us to understand that the people 
had pretty thoroughly given themselves over to a hilarious life of 
_ revelry. Father Noah, a good old plain, homely prophet of God, who 

was still conscientious in living up to the teachings of his forefathers - 
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and in harmony with the powers of heaven, made a determined effort 
to warn the people of the breakers ahead, and the consequences if they 
did not repent and change their course. But he was in a hopeless 
minority and his persistent campaigning fell on deaf ears. “And 
God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that 
every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continual- 
ly.” (Gen. 6:5.) The Lord suffered them to wallow in their debauch- 
ery until it became so nauseating that he could tolerate it no longer, 
and told Noah to prepare a seaworthy ark for himself and family as 
He was going to cleanse the earth by a flood. God baptized the earth 
for the remission of its sins, taking the inhabitants and shutting them 
up in prison, with the exception of righteous Noah and his family, 
whom he left to repeople the earth. 


The Spirits in Prison 


Mrs. G.—Just what d 0 you mean by shutting them up in prison? 

Mr. B.—I mean that the Lord suddenly dropped the curtain 
_and changed the scene. He gave them a chance to meditate and 
“simmer under a remorse of conscience for more than two thousand 
years, after which they were given another chance. 

Major—I always supposed those antediluvians were damned in 
hell and that was the end of them. 

Mr. B.—Just what do you mean by “damned”? 

Major—All I know is that it is a lake of fire and brimstone. I 
have heard that ever since I can remember. 

Mr. B—You probably know that out West we farmers have to 
irrigate our land, and we have a system of canals and irrigation 
ditches. F seers y on account of flood waters a levee or bank gives 
way and the water goes onarampage. We immediately get busy and 
put in a dam to stop the progress of the water. Now let us follow these 
ancient revelers a little farther. (Waiter arrives on scene.) 

Major—lI guess we had better call for time out while we give our 
dinner order. 

Mr. B.— (Looking at menu card )—I’m helpless. I need an inter- 
preter; it’s French. [ll trust Mrs. G. to order for me, while I look up 
some scripture. (All agreed—Mrs. G. makes out the dinner order. 
Mr. B. finds scripture. Reads )—‘“‘For Christ also hath once suffered . 
for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being 
put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit: by which also 
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he went and preached unto the spirits in prison, which sometime were 
disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of 
Noah, while the ark was preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls, 
were saved by water.” Does that throw any light on the subject? 


Mrs. G.—Where is that scripture found, Elder Bean? Our 
minister read that in church and I intended to ask him if that is 
where we get our idea of Christ descending into hell. You know our 
creed teaches us that “Christ died for us, was buried, so also, is it to 
be believed, that he went down into hell.” 


Paradise Not Heaven 


_ Mr. B.—I read from I Peter 3:18-20. I think we can better make 
clear the above quotation from Peter’s epistle by quoting more scrip- - 
ture. You will remember, Mrs. G., that Christ was crucified 
between two malefactors. One of them, apparently, was a 
seasoned, hard-boiled criminal who railed on Jesus and intimated 
that he was a counterfeit or fraud or he would save himself and them 
too. But his companion in crime chastised him quite severely, then 
addressed himself to Jesus as follows: “Lord, remember me when thou 
comest into thy kingdom.” Jesus answered, “Today shalt thou be 
with me in paradise.” (Luke 23:42, 43.) 


Mrs. G.—Yes, we listened to a most wonderful sermon on that 
subject over the radio a few weeks ago. The minister drew a beauti- 
ful picture of one thief going direct to heaven with Jesus, and the 
other lost forever in hell with the damned. 

Mr. B.—I only partially agree with you. The obstreperous thief, 
like the people of Noah’s day, would take an extended vacation in 
hell; but I am not ready to admit that the immediate destination of 
the other thief, or even Jesus, was heaven where God the Father 
dwells. 

Mrs. G.—But, Elder Bean, the scriptures expressly state that he 
was saved. 

Mr. B.—I admit that this doctrine is shocking to those who have 
always believed that this eleventh-hour partially-repentant thief was 
immediately ushered into the presence of God and his holy prophets, 
some of whom had undergone much persecution, finally losing their 
lives for the testimony of Jesus. But let us reason it out briefly from 
the Bible. Jesus said—to the thief—‘“Today shalt thou be with me in 
paradise.” The thief was apparently in a receptive mood to ac- 
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cept Christ and reform. They left their earthly bodies hanging 
inanimate on the cross, and went some place. One as a teacher and 
the other to be taught. Three days later, Mary came to the tomb 
very early in the morning with spices, and to her great surprise saw 
that the stone had been rolled away from the door of the sepulchre 
and the body of Jesus was gone. She was broken-hearted and wept: 
She heard a voice saying, ““Woman, why weepest thou?” At first 
Mary thought it was the gardener, but she heard her own name 
spoken—‘‘Mary’’—in the same familiar tone she had heard so often. 
She was startled and looked up, and beheld the resurrected Christ 
standing before her. She apparently started toward him to greet 
_ him affectionately, when he said: “Touch me not, for I am not yet 
ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I 
ascend unto my Father, and your Father, and to my God, and your 


_ God.” Three days after the crucifixion Jesus says he had not yet been 
to heaven, and as the thief was to be with him, it stands to reason that 
the thief did not go either. Your creed says, ‘““He descended into 
hell.” Peter says after Christ was “put to death in the flesh, but 
quickened by the Spirit, by which also he went and préached unto 
the spirits in prison.”” What spirits? The spirits that were aforetime 
disobedient in the days of Noah. The prophet Isaiah refers to certain 
people who would be punished for their wickedness, saying, “And they 
shall be gathered together as prisoners are gathered in the pit, and 
be shut up in the prison, and after many days shall they be visited.” 
(Isa. 24:22.) Does this not fit the people of Noah’s day? Were they 
not shut up in prison, damned, their progress and activities checked, 
and were they not visited again after many days by Christ while His 
body lay in the sepulchre? Was not that a part of Christ’s mission? 
Does not Peter say that after his death he went in the spirit to visit 
those who had been rebellious in their earth life? Does not Isaiah 
say in speaking of the Christ, ““The Spirit of the Lord God is upon 
me, because the Lord hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto 
the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim 
liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are 
bound.” (Isa. 61:1.) Yes, Mrs. G., while Jesus’ body lay in the 
tomb he preached the Gospel to the world of spirits, and paroled 
the prisoners that were confined or damned, and gave them another 
‘chance. He is a God of mercy and justice. - 
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Everlasting Punishment 


Major—You know, Elder Bean, I haven’t been active in church 
circles since I wasa boy. But occasionally go to church with Mrs. G., 
and sometimes listen in over the radio. Somewhere along the line.I 
have gained the impression that when death overtakes us, the die is 
cast, and it is either hell or heaven—eternal bliss or everlasting 
Diiaient 6 middle ground. 

Mr. B.—I know that is the creedal doctrine of most. of the 
sectarian churches, but it is neither Biblical nor logical. We are 
repeatedly told in the Bible that we are to be judged “‘every man ac- 
cording to his works,”’ and it is but reasonable to expect that rewards 
and punishments will be in keeping with our works. Our works will 
be based on our obedience or disobedience to the Gospel which is 
God’s plan of salvation. (Rom. 2:16.) It would also be quite in- 
consistent and unjust to judge a person by something he had never 
heard or had a chance to familiarize himself with, and Peter says— 
“For for this cause was the Gospel preached also to them that are 
dead [in the spirit world], that they might be judged according to 
men in the flesh [who hear the gospel], but live according to God in 
the spirit.” (I Peter 4:6.) Paul also tells us, “That at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in 
earth, and things under the earth; and that every tongue should con- 
fess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 
(Phil. 2:10, 11.) We recognize Jesus Christ as the Redeemer, our 
salvation, and that applies to not only those who accept him as such 
here on the earth, but likewise those who have died, and others who 
shall yet die strangers to him. 

Now, as to the fate of the wicked. They are to be judged ac- 
cording to their works, and certainly their works will not all be the 
same, and naturally their punishment will differ accordingly. You 
know I reside on the ‘‘Joseph Smith Farm” up state, not far from 
Auburn, where the state maintains a “‘prison house”’ (penitentiary ), 
where there are constantly hundreds of refractious citizens of the 
state being punished for their disobedience to the laws of the land: 
They are sent there by courts of justice for periods of time ranging 
from one year to life, depending on the seriousness of ‘the offense: 
As their various terms of imprisonment expire they are set at liberty © 
and given another chance. But the penitentiary, the place of 

- punishment, is kept intact. So it is with God’s punishment. God is 
eternal, everlasting; and his punishment (place of punishment): is 
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eternal, and whosoever suffers God’s punishment suffers eternal 
punishment. The antediluvians who were swept from the earth for 
their wickedness, endured God’s punishment for more than 2000 
years, but after they had paid “‘the uttermost farthing,” served their 
sentence, they were, through the mercy of God, given their freedom. 


Mrs. G.—This is very interesting, and I am getting some entire- 
ly new ideas. I infer from your interpretation of those scriptures you 
read, that what you call the spirit world is a world of realities. That 
all of our faculties are active and that we have our agency to think 
and act much aswe do here, and that our spirit bodies are just as 
tangible to each other as our mortal bodies are here. 


The Rich Man and Lazarus 


_ Mr. B.—Yes, I think that is summing it up about right. I 
realize that a great many of our Christian friends believe that when 
we die we are dead, and that “‘the dead know not anything.” In 
other words, they believe we go into a state of unconsciousness until 
the resurrection day. Jesus did not intimate to the thief on the cross, 
when he said, ““Today shalt thou be with me in paradise,” that they 
would go into a state of stupor or hibernation, but that they would 
be in a state of activity and be conscious of their new surroundings. 
You, of course, are familiar with Jesus’ parable of the rich man and 
Lazarus. Dives was very rich, enjoying not only the necessities but 
the luxuries of life. Possibly partook of the revelries and frequented 

the night-clubs of that day, if there were any. While the poor man 
Lazarus was like these gold fish swimming around these glass-topped 
tables, satisfied with even the crumbs that fell from the rich man’s 
table. They both died, the poor man going to where father Abraham 
and the humble, despised prophets were, while the rich man went to 
hell. They were both conscious of their new conditions and observed 
that they were somewhat reversed from what they were on earth. 
The rich man lifted up his eyes in torment and beheld Lazarus afar 
off enjoying high society while he was groveling in torment. He: 
cried out in his agony for Abraham to send Lazarus, whom he had’ 
despised on earth, to help him out of his misery. In his mental agony 
he even turned evangelist and pled with Abraham that in case he 
couldn’t help him, by all means to send somebody to warn his five 
brothers and kinsfolk who were yet on the earth, probably enjoying 
the luxuries of life the same as he had done, to warn them and cal] 
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them unto repentance, lest they come to the same miserable place 
he wasin. And so it will be with all of us. Our soul’s memory will 
have recorded our life’s record; we will be able to recall our earth 
‘life and will practically be our own accusers. There will probably be 
more or less remorse when we begin to more fully realize where we 
have fallen short in “loving our neighbor as ourselves’ and “doing 
unto others as we would have them do unto us.” 

Major—Then you don’t believe in that fireand brimstone stuff. 

_Mr. B.—No! But the mental agony and awful remorse of 
conscience is the equivalent, and is used by the sacred writers as a 
comparison. 

Major—Do you really believe that there will be any damned for 
ever? 

Mr. B.—Yes! There will be a few, but that will be a few too 
many. (Waiter appears on scene.) That is a big question which 
will have to be deferred until some other time. Probably Sunday 
evening before train time. (All agreed.) 


Sunday Evening Before Train Time 


We arrived at the dining room of the Hotel Comodore just at 
the time when the dinner hour was under full swing. We had made 
no reservation for a table, but the floor walker had no trouble in 
locating us even though it was somewhat to one side. The beautiful 
strains of music from a 70-piece orchestra were really refreshing and 
quite a contrast from the general atmosphere of the high fangled 
club house of a few evenings previous. 

_ Major—This is one of our really good eating places. A place 
where capitalists and business men come to enjoy a good meal, 
quietly talk over business affairs and listen to good music. 

Mr. B.—Yes, it is quite noticeable. Not a few of the guests are 
whiskered and their conversations over the tables seem to be very 
earnest. (The Major pointed out some of the more prominent men 
who were connected with some of the big ventures of the day.) —- 

_ Mrs, G.—Yes, it’s all business and recreation. I doubt if there 
ig one out of ten here tonight who ever gives religion a serious 
thought. They wouldn’t know whether the book of Isaiah is in the 
Old or New Testament. Business! business! business. And my 
husband used to be just like the rest of them. | bee 

Mr. B.—Yes, it has ever been so. A rich man usually becomes 
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so absorbed in business affairs and things of material worth, that 
he gives little thought to things spiritual. One of the great unsolved 
problems is how to devise some scheme by which our big business 
men can be brought into touch with a wholesome religious atmo- 
sphere that would appeal to them and inoculate them with a germ 
that will arouse the slumbering divine instinct within them. 


A Word Fitly Spoken 2 


Mrs. G.—The Major here is a fair example of what can be done. 
I don’t know what you said or did to him, but when he came home 
after your first conversation in the office, and got the Bible, and be- 
gan to look up scripture, which he had never done before, I was dumb- 
founded. And when I learned that it was the result of coming in 
touch with a ““Mormon”—well, you can imagine my feelings. I was 
grieved and didn’t even care to talk tohim. But after learning more 
we were both happy and are still happy. 

Mr. B.—As I remember it, I am not entitled to rritich of the 
credit for your husband’s present interest in the Gospel. I merely 
happened in the office casually, and his curiosity getting the better 
of him, he began to kid me about my belief, thinking, as I took it, 
that he could learn all about it in a very few minutes, as business 
men usually think it a waste of time to discuss religion. And, be- 
sides, maybe the Lord had a hand in it. Perhaps the Lord has a 
work for him to do. I am delighted to see how readily he absorbs 
the Gospel, and he is in a position to wield an influence for good 
among these business men. He could do it tactfully, without them 
‘knowing it, and when a man once catches the key-note to the Gospel 
it grows on him unconsciously and ceases to bore him. 

Major—No, I never could preach. I have been fairly successful 
as a business man, but as a preacher—never. 

Mr. B.—It isn’t necessary to assume the role of a preacher, 
Major; but there is always a psychological moment to drop a word 
or offer a suggestion that will cause a man to think along lines you 
may mark out. 

Mrs. G.—Sometimes by asking a question an interesting con- 
versation may come up and if you are posted you can lead them to 
new thoughts, and they eventually become interested. That re- 
minds me that the question you asked the other evening was not 
cleared up. You know we gained the 1 impression that the Gospel 
plan saves all either on earth or in eternity. 


GOSPEL CONVERSATIONS 





_ The Final Judgment 


Mr. B.—I remember that the hour was late and we didn’t - 
have time to ventilate the topic. The Gospel is the ‘“‘power of God 
unto salvation to all who believeth,” and will save all that are 
savable. I think we can again, with profit, use the penitentiary 
comparison to bring out a thought. The great majority of the in- 
mates are there for comparatively short terms. A lesser number for 
longer periods, and a remarkably few are executed for murder or 
shedding the blood of their fellowman. John the Apostle got a 
glimpse in vision of the day of reckoning and describes it as follows: 
““And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the 
books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book 
of life; and the dead were judged out of those things which were 
written in the books, according to their works. . . And whosoever 
was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of 
fire, _(Key..20:12; 15.) oe 


Here we have the various classes of society coming to judgment. 
If they were to be judged by the standards of man, the “great ones’ 
of the earth who have money, influence and social standing, would 
either get off scot-free, or else get a light sentence, and then be 
paroled or pardoned before their sentence was half served. The 
poor, who have neither friends nor money, furnish the bulk of our 
-prison‘inmates. Not so before the courts of heaven. They will be 
judged according to God’s standard, and many of the rich, high and 
mighty, like Dives in the parable, will lift up their eyes in hell and 
send out an S. O. S. call for some of the poor and “weak things of 
the earth” to come and help them out of their misery. We will be 
judged by God’s law and our punishment meted out accordingly. 


You will also observe, from theScripture read, that we are to be 
judged according to our works, or life record, as recorded in the 
books, and that there would be a few whose names would not be 
found written in the “book of life.” People who had overdrawn 
their accounts. People whose debits overwhelmed their credits. 
Spirits who have been confined in murderer’s row. They have for- 
feited their right to any claim of salvation under the Gospel plan, 
which they have trampled under foot. These are the ones we will 
follow in our discussion. | 
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The Sin Against the Holy Ghost 


This same Apostle, quoting Jesus, says, ‘“The devil was a mur- 
derer from the beginning, and abode not in thetruth.”” (John 8:44.) 
The same authority says, ““No murderer hath eternal life abiding in 
him.” (I John 3:15.) He also gives us to understand in the same 
epistle (5:16) that “‘there is a sin unto death [unpardonable]: I do not 
say that he shall pray for it,” because Jesus, in speaking of this sin, 
says, “‘Wherefore I say unto you . . . whosoever speaketh a word 
against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him; but whosoever 
speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, 
neither in this world, neither in the world to come.” (Matt. 12:31, 
32.) That is the equivalent to saying that sins of a lesser or minor 
character may in time be pardoned in the next world, and the sinner 
be given another chance; but the one major sin, sinning against the 
Holy Ghost, will not be forgiven. 

Mrs. G.—But how can one sin against the Holy Ghost? 

Mr. B.—Jesus says, “But when the Comforter, which is the 
Holy Ghost, is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, 
even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall 
testify of me. He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and 
shall shew it unto you.” (John 16:14; 15:26; 14:26.) You will 
observe at once that one chief office of the Holy Ghost is to testify 
of the divinity of the Christ. It is soul knowledge. Not something 
that can be reasoned out and understood by any of the five senses, 
but the soul of God revealing to the soul of man. “‘No man knoweth 
the Son but the Father, neither knoweth any man the Father, save 
the Son, and him to whomsoever the Son shall revea/ him.” (Matt. 
11:27.) You will probably recall that the early Christians, or 
disciples of Christ, decided to consecrate their earthly possessions to 
the work of the Lord. But the devil put it into the heart of Ananias 
and his wife Sapphira to deceive the Apostles by keeping some back 
for their private aggrandizement. Peter, detecting the scheme 
through the inspiration of the Spirit, said, ““Ananias, why hath Satan 
filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost? . . . Thou hast not lied 
unto men, but unto God.” (Acts 5:2-4.) It is a very serious offense 
to lie to God. ‘“‘For it is impossible for those who were once en- 
lightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made par- 
takers of the Holy Ghost, and have tasted the good word of God, 
and the powers of the world to come, if they shall fall away, to re- 
new them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves 
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the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame.” (Heb. 
6:4-6.) In other words, after we have been made partakers of the 
Holy Ghost, and had the divine mission of our Lord and Master 
revealed to our souls, and then allow ourselves to be led astray by 
Satan and again become enmeshed in sin to that extent that we 
“deny the very Lord who bought us,” we blaspheme the Holy 
Ghost who has revealed this knowledge to us, assent to the cruci- 
fixion of the Son of God, and even crucify him afresh in our hearts. 
We thereby shed innocent blood. ‘“‘For if we sin wilfully after we 
have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more 
sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful looking for of judgment and 
fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries. He that de- 
spised Moses’ law died without mercy under two or three witnesses. 
Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought wor- 
thy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted 
the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy 
thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace? For we know 
him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompense, 
saith the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge his people, It isa 
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.” (Heb. 
10:26-31.) 

If under thelaw of Moses they were justified in stoning to death 
those who blasphemed and railed against Moses, who was God’s 
mouthpiece unto all Israel, how much more serious is it to deny Jesus 
Christ after once knowing him, counting “‘the blood of the covenant 
an unholy thing,” and blaspheming the Spirit of grace that revealed 
. the Christ tous. Yes, the “Lord will judge his people,’ and such as 
commit the unpardonable sin will not be restored again unto re- 
pentance, but, with the devil and his angels, will be banished into 
solitary confinement where they will have a vivid recollection of “‘all 
their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed,” where 
they can meditate and take an inventory of all their wickedness, 
where there will be “weeping, wailing and gnashing of teeth;”’ 
where they become “dead to things pertaining to righteousness,’’ 
“where the worm dieth not and the fire is not quenched.” Well 
might it be compared with a “lake of fire and brimstone.” Thank 
goodness, there will be a comparatively small number who will be 
consigned to this punishment. So long as the element of repentance 
remains in a person’s nature, there is yet a chance for salvation. 

Major—I have another question, but will postpone it until 
afterweeat. You see, Mr. Bean, I took the liberty of ordering for 
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the three of us this evening. I noticed the other evening that you 
didn’t drink the light wine Mrs. G. ordered, which was only slightly 
over 1-2 of 1 per cent, so I ordered black coffee for you. ee do 
have splendid coffee eee . 

_ Mr. B.—That is very considerate of you, Major, but I Hane you 
will not feel disappointed if I drink water instead. You remember 
what I told you about using tobacco. Well, the same applies to the 
use of coffee or wines. 

~ Major:—(Looks at watch)—We have practically 40 minutes 
before your train leaves; why not continue our discussion? 

Mr. B.— (Buys paper at news stand )—I can think of no greater 
pleasure than to develop the subject we were on a little farther. I 
will have plenty of time to look over the paper after I get on the 
train. 

Major—We were discussing a class of people once rated high 
with the Lord, having accumulated rather an unusual fund of in- 
formation and knowledge pertaining to God’s plan, and then by 
reason of selfish pride or otherwise, had dissipated their talents and 
became irredeemably lost. As I understand it, these will probably 
be comparatively few in number. Now Tenat like a little 
further Beat thrown on those who escape such a doom. 


Judged According to Works 


Mr. B.—I think during the course of other conversations I 
have drawn your attention to the fact that the Bible is replete with 
- passages that bear out the idea that we are all judged according to 
our works and receive our rewards or condemnation accordingly. 

Mrs. G.—“‘As we sow, so shall we reap.” z 

_ Mr. B.—That expresses it in few words. The only rational 
conclusion we can come to is that, barring the few spiritual bank- 
rupts we have been discussing, all others, regardless of creed, cult, 
race, color or station in life, will receive some degree of glory. 


' . Major—You have mentioned that on other occasions;. and I 
have never had that quite cleared up in my mind. Just what do 
you mean by degree of glory? 

-Mr. B.—I mean that our rewards and Santee ill Be 
baa upon, and will be as varied as the sins committed. You will 
remember that Jesus said in conversation with his disciples a short 
time before he was crucified, “In my Father’s house are many man- 
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sions; I go to prepare a place for you.”” Some years later the Apostle 
Paul, in writing to the Corinthians with the same thought in mind, 
speaks of being “caught up into paradise and the third heaven”’ 
(2 Cor. 12:2.), and on another occasion, in writing to the same 
people on the resurrection, says: “There are also celestial bodies, 
and bodies terrestial; but the glory of the celestial is one, and the 
glory of the terrestial is another. There is one glory of the sun, and 
another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars (telestial), 


for one star differeth from another star in glory; so also is the resur- 
rection of the dead. (1 Cor. 15:40-42.) 


God’s plan of rewarding hischildren hereon theearth, according 
to our works, based upon the law of justice and mercy, is most 
beautiful and consistent. “‘There is a law irrevocably decreed in 
heaven before the foundations of the world, upon which all blessings 
are predicated; and when we obtain any blessing from God, it is by 
obedience to that law upon whichitis predicated.” “‘Even God is 
governed by, and works in accordance with universal law. If we 
can but live the higher law by loving the Lord our God with all our 


might, mind and strength, and our neighbor as ourself; learn to suffer 


wrong rather than do wrong, return good forevil, or overcome evil 
with good, turn the left cheek when they smite us on the right, love 
our enemies and pray for those who despitefully use us, take up our 
cross and follow Jesus through tribulation and persecution for 
righteousness sake, we may find ourselves fit and worthy to associate 
with those who attain to the celestial glory which Paul likens unto 
the glory of the sun. 


But if we are not valiant in the testimony of Jesus, and accept 
but the fragments of the Gospel as taught in the churches of men; 
if we seek the praise of man more than the love of God, fearing to 
have our “‘names cast out as evil;” if we have had our minds poison- 
ed by preachers who “‘preach for hire and divine for money,” and are 
afraid to cast our lot with the “weak and despised things of the 
earth,’ we may find ourselves mingling with those of the terrestial 
glory, which is typified by the moon in contrast to the sun. 

Major—That reminds me. The minister of our church at home 
used to have charge of a church in one of the upstate cities. After 
some of our wealthy people heard him preach we decided to call 
him to our church at a raise of $800 in salary. 


Mrs, G.—Since meeting you, Elder Bean, I have wondered just 


what punishment will be meted out to those who use their pulpits 
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and influence to malign you people and poison the minds of their 
congregations against the truth. 

Mr. B.—I am not their judge and would not attempt to pre-. 
scribe their punishment. But if there is great “rejoicing in heaven’”’ 
over one sinner brought to repentance, and a knowledge of the truth, 
then naturally there would be lamentations when. conscientious 
souls are turned away from the truth. But Paul also speaks of an- 
other glory which he likens unto the stars, the glory being graded 
according to the sins committed. Some erik have little to their credit 
which may be compared to a dim star. Others will have a larger 
credit and will receive a brilliant star’s glory. “‘The rich man and 
poor man, beggar man and thief; the doctor, lawyer, merchant and 
chief,” will probably all be represented in the telestial glory. Minis- 
ters who use their calling and influence for the uplift and better- 
ment of humanity will receive a greater glory thanthey are capable 
of picturing in their imagination. But ministers who will wilfully 
misrepresent and lead a propaganda against God’s revealed truth, 
will be brought face to face with their record on the day of rectifica- 
tion. Only recently I listened to a talk by one of the most popular 
and influential ministers of Rochester, who has for the past year or 
more been broadcasting a Sunday evening sermon, largely answering 
questions sent in during the week. In reply to a question referring 
to “Mormons and Mormonism,” he started out by saying that he 
had never knowingly conversed with a Mormon and really didn’t 
know much about them. Had he stopped there no harm would | 
have been done. But he proceeded to say that he had always as- 

’ sociated the Mormons with immorality and licentiousness, and un- 
christian conduct, etc, etc. Verily God is no respecter of persons and 
will reward all men according to their works regardless of their 
social standing or pull among their fellowmen here on earth. Be- 
cause of the man’s popularity and influence, this particular hour had 
become popular all over New York state and adjacent territory. 
Perhaps hundreds of thousands were tuned in on this occasion and 

were more or less influenced against a people who are in fact just 
the reverse of what he pictured them. 

I picture this man coming to judgment where he will have a viv- 
id recollection of all his Christian and unchristian deeds here on the 
earth. He will see the scores and perhaps multitude of earnest souls 
he had, by misrepresentation, turned aside from the “truth unto cun- 
ningly devised fables.” There will be no “pull” there. His earthly 
standing in society will get him nowhere. Methinks there will be 
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“weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth.” The glory of the stars 
will be hell to those who are consigned to it and people of all social 
walks in life will be represented. In fact, we are given to under- 
stand that they will be as “numerous as the sands upon the sea- 
shore.” But even the glory of a dim star is better than what the 
devil and his angels and the sons of perdition will have to endure. 

Yes, Major, Jesus gave us some very wholesome advice when he 
said, ‘“‘Lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 
nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through and 
steal.” Thereis where we will be brought face to face with our balance 
sheet. There is wherewewant to be on the right side of theledger. 
There is where we want to build up a credit or savings account. 
We can take none of our earthly wealth with us. John, the beloved 
apostle, while a prisoner on the isle of Patmos, was given a vivid 
panoramic view of the day of reckoning and he describes it as fol- 
lows: ‘“‘And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; 
and the books were opened; and another book was opened, which is 
the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which 
were written in the books, according to their works.”’ (Rev. 20:12.) 
You will observe by the wording that all classes will be in the line-up. 
The judgment is as sure as death itself. Wecan’t dodgeit. We may 
hunt for an excuse or alibi; we may look for a chance to escape, but 
there will be no detours. The judgment will be based on divine law 
and will be interpreted by the Author of the law. Here is where 
justice and mercy will embrace each other. 

Major—I have heard the judgment day spoken of ever since I 
was a boy but never took it seriously. I have always thought that 
when we die we are judged at once and either pass through the pearly 
gates, where we are handed a harp, or go below deck among the 
steerage passengers. 

Mr. B.— (Looks at watch)—I have but a few minutes left and 
must talk fast. Jesus is the author of the ‘“‘plan of eternal life.” He 
revealed himself to prophets from the beginning and told them of 
the manner in which he would come to the earth. He gave to Moses 
the “law of carnal commandments,” which was to serve as a school- 
master until he, the law-giver, shouldcome. He came in due time in 
the very manner he predicted he would come. He was born of the 
Virgin Mary, and grew to manhood in Nazareth.. He began his 
ministry and “went about doing good.”” He immediately met stub- 
- born opposition from the superdevout Pharisees and Sadducees, 

rabbis, scribes, lawyers, etc. They accused him of trampling the law 
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of Moses under foot. But he told them that he “‘came not to destroy 
the law but to fulfill it.”” They had added so many forms and formu- 
‘las to the law of Moses that it was scarcely recognizable. Their 
chief priests finally preferred charges against him, accusing him of 
blasphemy, which carried with it the death penalty under the Jewish 
law. They bribed witnesses to swear falsely;he was convicted and 
sentenced to death by the highest Jewish tribunal. But he couldn’t 

be crucified without the consent of the Roman governor, Pilate. — 
Through false witnesses and the pleadings of the High Priest and 
the shouts of the rabble, Pilate reluctantly consented. Picture the 


scene: God, Incarnate, Yehovah, Wonderful Counsellor, The Mighty — 


God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace—(these are the 
titles given by the prophets)—stands before the court convicted of 
blaspheming against Yehovah, one of the most henious crimesin the 
Jewish statute,and sentenced todie a humiliating death on the cross 
between two thieves. 

Now picture another scene that will take place. “In the day 
when God shall judge the secrets of men by Fesus Christ according to 
my gospel.” (Rom. 2:16.) There is but one true gospel, and that 
we must all hear in time or eternity, and be judged by it. But on this 
occasion the chief priests of the Sanhedrin will not interpret the law. 
The picture will be reversed. He whom this august body, with its 
suborned witnesses, accused of being a usurper, a mad man with a 
devil, a friend of publicans and sinners, a desecrater of the Sabbath, 
a stirrer up of sedition and blasphemer, will now be the judge; and 
those who formerly accused, judged, convicted and sentenced him, 
and all those who cried “‘crucify him, we have no king but Caesar,” 
will now pass before him to receive their sentence. Not only 
those “‘who know not God and obey not the Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ;’’ not only “death, hell and the grave will deliver the 
dead to be judged, ’’but the graves of the saints and of all the 
righteous will be opened, and all shall “stand before God to be 
judged according to their works,”’ where justice will be meted out 
according to the Gospel plan as interpreted by its Author. Here is 
where we will be assigned to our different degrees of glory, and as we 
all indelibly imprint or record on our soul’s memory our every deed, 
we will be perfectly conscious of our earth record and will know that 
the judgment we receive is just and proper, even though it may seem 
hard to some of us. 

And now I must say good-bye and hasten to the train. But I 
want to thank you good people very kindly for the splendid time you 
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have shown me while in your big city. I wish you could tour out to 
the farm some time and get acquainted with Mrs: Bean and our little 
family. 

Mrs. G.—It has been a pleasure to have you with us, and we 
may accept your invitation to visit yousometime. Butin the mean- 
time you may hear from us. (A hasty goodbye.) 


The Moving Picture Problem 


New York, N. Y. Cre ae 
Mr. Willard W. Bean, Palmyra, N. Y. 
Dear Mr. Bean: . 
At one of our club meetings the other evening, the subject of 
“Movies” was brought up for discussion, and some very heated 
arguments were advanced both for and against them as an influence 
for good. I do not recall that I ever heard you express yourself on 
the subject and I was just a little reticent in expressing mylviews, 
but promised to do so at our next meeting. I think you realize by 
this time that the Major and I have a wholesome respect for your 
ever sane judgment on subjects of a moral or religious nature; and 
I am taking the liberty of writing you, asking whether or not, in 
your opinion, movies are elevating or demoralizing to society in this 
age of thrills. I have some ideas of my own, but would appreciate , 
some of yours, and if I can harmonize them with mine I will weave 
them in and, with your permission, present them as my own ideas. 
Very respectfully, 
Mrs. G.—— 
P.S.—And, by the way, the Major suggests that we accept your 
kind invitation to visit you on the farm. You need not be surprised 
if we motor over as soon as the weather permits. 


Mrs. G.—— 





| Palmyra, N. Y., Feb. 
Dear Mrs. G.——: 3 

Your kind letter of recent date is before me. I thank you for 
the compliment you pay me in expressing confidence in my judg- 
-ment on things pertaining to the betterment of society; and I feel a 
little reluctant about expressing my views onsoimportant a subject, 
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lest they prove a disappointment. I will venture, however, to give 
you some data with as little comment as possible, and you may ar- 
range the same to best fit your purposes. 

I do not hesitate to say, however, that to those who have chil- 
dren of theirown, and those who are interested in the moral, physical 
and spiritual welfare of other children, that the moving picture is one 
of the biggest problems we are facing today. Thomas Edison once 
said: ““‘Whoever controls the moving picture industry controls the 
most powerful medium of influence over the people.” 

There is a Chinese adage which says, “One hundred tellings are 
not so good as one seeing,”’ and if that one seeing is of the wrong sort, 
who can calculate the harm done? And now that the seeing or silent 
play is more numerous than the telling drama, the possibilities of 
doing harm are multiplied. During my early youth one of our good 
old Scandinavian brothers came to our town with a panorama of 
8x12 ft. historic-religio paintings oncanvas. The paintings and the 
brief lecture explaining made such a lasting impression on my mind, 
or soul, that I have never forgotten them. The impressions received 
in youth are indelibly imprinted on the memory. 

Some 16 years ago I had occasion to spend some months in New 
York City. At this particular time the movie industry was yet in its 
swaddling clothes, but was even then threatening to crowd the legiti- 
mate drama off Broadway. I talked with one or two movie pro- 
moters who seemed to be serious about the great educational possi- 

\bilities of thescreen, and explained that it was their intention to list 
and codify their plays and establish sectional libraries over the 
country, so the various schools, Y.M.C.A.’s, clubs, etc., could select 
and rent the reels best suited to their purposes. I thought it sounded 
good and expected they would prove a great medium for good from 
an educational standpoint. But the industry while yet young “‘fell 
into the hands of the Philistines,” scripturally speaking, unscrupu- 
lous, and in some cases unprincipled speculators; and has grown to 
such mammoth proportions, that it is now the fourth largest business 
in the United States. The influence of the movie for either good or 
evil is tremendous. 

The Federal Trade Commission, which has been investigating 
conditions, says 1n a report issued, ““That of 20,000,000 daily movie 
goers, 75 per cent are under 24 years of age. The report goes on to 
say that the movie is “A greater potential power to influence the 
character, habits, dress, morals, and general conduct of youth, than 
is the public school system. 
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-W. S. Chase, Superintendent of the International Reform 
Federation, says: Eighty per cent of all the murders and burglaries 
in the United States are committed by boys and girls under 25, and 
that 75 per cent of the persons in jail are under 25. Statistics also 
tell us that banditry in its various forms is one of the biggest business- 
es in the nation and 1s rapidly growing. Some five or six years ago 
property lost through unlawful depredations amounted to approxi- 
mately three billion dollars; whereas in 1928 it ran up to about 
twelve billions. Some estimates run as high as sixteen billions. 
And when we stop to meditate that over 75 per cent of these hold- 
ups are committed by boys just emerging from their teens, and when 
the police blotters show that all nations are represented in this army 
of young thugs, one wonders if there isn’t a sort of school with an 

‘international language where they develop their ideals. All brands 
of banditry are cleverly depicted on the screen. It shows our young 
people just how it is done and it looks thrilling. All sorts of sugges- 
tive, bold, brazen, ludicrous, passionate sex appeal plays are nightly 
thrown on the screen in our best show houses. These plays are 
interwoven with closeup writhing clinches and protracted or non- 
stop kissés that are disgusting to say the least. 

There is an old adage that a man cannot run his business on a 
higher-plane than he occupies himself. And I sometimes think that a 
movie director can’t stage or screen a play on a higher moral plane 
than he occupies socially. Actors are working under a strict con- 
tract and I personally know of some who had to portray semi- 
salacious and nauseating scenes under protest, only to be bawled out 
by the stage director using a string of language that had enough 
*““dams” in it to choke the Colorado river. These actors had been 
educated in a higher moral atmosphere and were capable of instill- 
ing a little more idyllic delicacy and charm into the love scenes. 

In speaking of the present day batch of sex filth that is poison- 
ing the minds of Young America, a dramatic critic says: “The local 
management may object, but finds himself helpless by the present 
syndicated system which controls and distributes the filmed filth. 
The only remedy is to stop this picture vice at the studio door before 
the filth reaches the screen. Bad as the licensed saloon was, I 
doubt whether at its worst it was as damaging to the morals and 
domestic life of the nation as is this Niagara of filth, which is being 
visualized every night to Young America.’’” Abraham Lincoln said, 
“After reconstruction, the next great evil to be destroyed is the 
liquor traffic.” And we may say, “‘After the saloon, the next great 
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evil to be destroyed or put under control, is the IMMORAL movie.’ 
And “Time is of the essence, lest the talking movie shall add the 
spoken word to the filmed filth and engulf the world in Pompeiian 
obscenity.” 

The Chicago Motion Picture Commission, after investigating 
400,000 school children reported, “The physical effects on children, 
as a whole, are harmful. The eye strain is severe, the nerves 
affected, decreased vitality, dull mentality, etc.” 

_ Nelson Greene, editor of the Educational Screen, says, “The 
habitual movie-going children are those having the lowest marks. 
With movie going, mental activity in school degenerates. Watching 
the films is the negation of intellectuality. The child mind is swept 
to conclusions without using its brain.” Mr. Greene further says: 
“‘Scenes that are personal and private are flashed on the screen until 
they become common. Think of the kiss and its concept. A genera- 
tion ago a gentle kiss was thrilling; but with the young people of 
today it is a mere incident.” 


The stand Japan takes is quite interesting in this connection. 
They do not approve of kissing as a public function, and insist 1n car- 
rying out their ideals. Last year the official board on moving pic- 
tures eliminated 3,250 kisses from American-made films and left in 
one. The one retained was in the “Thief of Bagdad,” where the 
princess kissed her father. 


And in Europe the children are not exposed to screen slime as - 


most of them are too poor to go often. Even in England there is not 
one movie house for every 10 here. In France, Italy and Germany 
only the very well-to-do families go to the movies. The upper classes 
generally look down on the movies, and few cultured Europeans al- 
low their children to attend them. In Holland they have special 
censors and youths under 18 are barred from seeing many of the 
more brazen plays. 


There is no room for questioning the fact that the movie indus- 
try, properly censored right at the studios, can be made a medium 
for good. Very educational if directed on a high moral plane. But 
when unprincipled promoters and directors use the movie to portray 
the seamy side of life, it is then high time that our government 
steps in as it did with the saloon, and handle it without kid gloves. 
As public patronage is necessary to the success of the movie, it 
would be difficult for irresponsible producers to bootleg salacious 
pictures on to the screen unobserved. They could easily be traced 
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to their source. I think it possible to raise the standard of our movie 
industry if put under strict governmental control. 
Sincerely, 


Willard W. Bean. 


The pesto and his Wife Visit Elder Bean on the J oseph 
Smith Farm. 


(A large sedan stops at the curb and the chauffeur honks the 
horn. ) 

Mr. Bean— (Walks down to curb)—Well, what do you ee 
about this? A happy surprise. I received your letter saying that 
you were planning a trip to the farm, but it gave no intimation as to 

the date. But I am pleased all over to welcome you and I know 
that Mrs. Bean will be just as glad. Get right out and we will go 
to the house and meet Mrs. Bean and our little family. Have your 
chauffeur drive the car into the garage. (All go to house)—Calls 
Mrs. Bean from kitchen.) Major, I want you to meet the majority 
member of our family, whom I am pleased to call my wife, and these 
kiddies are our four little Beanlets. Wifey, these are my New York 
friends you have heard me mention so often. (Greetings. ) 

Mrs. B.—It is a great pleasure to meet you good people. But 
I have heard Mr. Bean speak of you so often that I have really felt 
that I was already acquainted with you. 

. Mrs. G.—Mrs. Bean, the pleasure is mutual, I assure you; but 
I feel very guilty and bhat: an apology is due you for our coming inon 
“you so unexpectedly. You know us women folk know what that 
means. _ 

Mrs. B.—Now, don’t let that disturb you in the least. We have 
become so used to having people drop in on us unawares, that two, 
three or even a half dozen no longer worries us. But when I am 
unavoidably busy with my household duties, do not think that Iam 
purposely neglecting you. I want you to feel perfectly at home. 

Major—Do you know, Mrs. Bean, this trip is quite a treat to 
us. We. have thoroughly enjoyed. it ane far. Of course, we often 
motor out into the country for short rides; over in oe up the 

Hudson, and out on Long Island, but have never gotten this far 
_ from home before by auto, and the principal object of our visit here, 
is to get a closeup view of what is generally known as “Mormonism.” 
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Your husband has got us guessing, or should I say thinking? Wheth- 
er our souls were not properly protected with weather, or religion 
proof slickers, or whether they were ready for a more palatable diet, 
I know not. At any rate what Mr. Bean has been feeding us has 
apparently soaked in, or percolated into our very beings, so that it 
would be hard to shake it off even now. We have about decided 
that we must either forget about the whole thing or follow it up and 
enjoy the fruits, if the fruits are good. 

Mrs. B.—I chunk: it is well worth your time to give ita thorough 
investigation and the more you learn about it the more beautiful it 
becomes. The fruits are satisfying. 

Mr. B.—You are our guests while here, and I will take pleasure 
in showing you the various places that are of historic interest to our 
‘ people, in these parts. (Looks at watch.) I think we will have 
plenty of time to take a walk out to the grove before dinner. 

Mrs. G.—First, let me get a few things arranged properly in 
my mind. Am I to understand that this is where Joseph Smith 
was born? 

Mr. B.—No! Joseph Smith was bornona farmin the hill country 
of Sharon, Vt., three miles from the village of South Royalton. 
Through repeated crop failures and the treachery of a trusted 
friend, the Smith family was reduced to near poverty. Early in the 
19th century agents of the Gorham-Phelps company, that held an 
extensive land concession in Western New York, visited Vermont and 
other New England states for the purpose of finding colonists to 
settle on their lands. During the year 1815 certain residents of the 
White River country in Vermont were induced to go to Western 
New York and sent back good reports which encouraged others to 
make the venture. It was during the fall of 1815 that Joseph Smith, 
Sr., decided to seek a new home for himself and family. He decided 
to locate in Palmyra, then quite a thriving village. His family fol- 
lowed early in the spring of 1816. Though poor in this world’s 
goods, they were honest and industrious, which soon made for them 
friends among their new neighbors. In 1818 they negotiated for 100 
acres of unimproved land of the Rogers estate, which consisted of 
5,500 acres in the north part of Manchester Township, two miles 
south of Palmyra. They built a log cabin on their newly acquired 
- land and began to clear some of the land, selling logs and cord-wood 
to people in the village. They also made barrels, bee-gums, sap-bowls, 
split-wood baskets, chairs, etc. Early in 1819 the family moved from 
Palmyra village to their farm here in Manchester. The older boys 
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worked at odd jobs when not busy on their own land. There were 
eleven of them in the family and they were naturally very crowded in 
the log house and accordingly they began to plan for larger quarters. 
The oldest son, Alvin, had worked as a carpenter’s helper and was 
handy with tools. He took the initiative in building this house in 
which we live and which they moved into in 1823, before it was fin- 
ished. You will observe that it was built largely with an ax and foot- 
adze; a frame-work of hewn beech timbers; timbers for joists, rafters, 
sills, etc. There is not a plank in the building, and it is only two boards 
thick. A mere shell, but it gave them more roomand as they had 
three fireplaces.on the ground floor, and with plenty of wood 
nearby they were able to keep hence fairly comfortable. Now 
we will walk out to the grove. (Walk out to grove talking as they 
go.) Z 
During the fall of 1818 there was an unprecedented religious 
excitement took place up in Massachusetts and it spread like a con- 
tagion. The wave came down the Atlantic sea-board, striking New 
York in 1819, and it spread to Western New York during the winter 
of 1820. It was early in the spring of 1820 that Palmyra and vicinity 
became affected. The Methodist church started a revival, and was. 
soon joined by the Presbyterian church, after which the Baptist 
church of East Palmyra and the Baptist church at Macedon joined 
with them, making a four-cornered revival. The whole country 
seemed to become agitated and showed signs of a religious awakening 
of considerable proportions. Some of the Smith family were prose- 
lyted over to the Presbyterian church. Joseph, while not especial- 
ly immune, held himself aloof, being undecided, but felt a little 
partial to the Methodist church, as some of his boy associates b 
longed to it, and he frequently attended the Methodist Sund 
school. But as the revival drew near to a close, and the differe ~ 
pastors began to check up on their crop of newly-made converts, 
became apparent that brotherly love had faded away and conte ~ 
tion had taken its place. Up to this time it had probably nev ~ 
dawned on Joseph Smith’s mind that there was any particular d 
ferences between the various churches of the neighborhood; b 
that they were all churches of God; that a person could find salv 
tion in any of them, and that it made little or no difference wh 
church he joined. But now that the ministers waxed warm in th 
contentions and claims to the more wealthy and influential conver > 
he began to think for himself. The longer he viewed these sce 
from the sidelines, the more convinced he became i in his mind t 
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they couldn’t all be right. The question now uppermost in his mind 
was WHICH of the churches is right, or could it be possible that 
they are all wrong, for surely God could not be the author of such 
confusion. While in this state of mind he took down the family 
Bible, which at that time was the principal reading matter in the 
average household, and chanced to open it at the beginning of the 
epistle of James. He had only read four verses when, to his great 
joy, he came to something that exactly fit his case. He read slowly 
as follows: “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that 
giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not: and it shall be given 
him. But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering.” (James 1:5, 6.) — 

He had never before read anything that impressed itselfon him 
so forcibly. He re-read it and thought upon it. Surely the language 
was so plain that even a 14-year old boy could not mistake its mean- 
ing. It seemed to take hold on him in such a manner that it was 
the absorbing thought of his mind even after he went to bed. He | 
was troubled and knew that he needed wisdom, so he resolved to fol- 
low the advice of James. Accordingly the next morning, which was’ 
in the forepart of May, 1820, he half reluctantly sauntered out to 
the nearest woods beyond the fields they had cleared west of the 
house, just ahead of us. It was the boy’s first attempt at oral 
praying and he naturally felt a little timid. For that reason he 
sought the seclusion of the grove, to make sure that he was alone. 


A Marvelous Vision 


We make noattempt tolocatetheexact spot where the lad knelt 
down, but through quite a reliable and unprejudiced source we have 
been able to locate the place where we now stand as the vicinity in 
which Joseph offered up his first prayer, with the following results. 
Scarcely had he begun, in his simple, boyish manner, to ask for the 
light and wisdom he was so desirous of possessing, when he was sud- 
denly seized by some unseen power that held him bound. He was 
young and athletic, but he could not, struggle as he might, free © 


_ himself from this unseen person ot power that held him. His efforts 


so exhausted him that he was about to give up in despair; when he. 
beheld far above him in the heavens, a light different from any light 
he had ever seen. As it descended toward the earth it became larger 
and more brilliant. For the moment fear took possession of him, he 
not knowing his fate should the light envelop him. But when he. 
saw that it had no effect on the foliage and branches in the tops of 
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the high trees overhead when it came into contact with them, the 
fear vanished and he became more resigned to his surroundings. _ 
As soon as he became enveloped by the heavenly light he beheld two 
Personages standing before him in the air, with their feet a little 
above the ground. When he was asked as to the object of his sup- 
plication, it took him a little time to collect his thought and express 
himself. He then said he wanted to know which of the churches was 
right and which he should join. And in answer to his question, one 
of the Personages, pointing to the other, said, ““This is my beloved 
Son; Hear him.” The Personage thus introduced told Joseph to 
join none of them: that they had all gone astray, that they drew 
near unto him with their mouths and with their lipsdo honor him, 
while their hearts were far from him; that the ministers were teach- 
ing for doctrine the commandments of men; that the churches 
have a form of godliness but deny the power thereof. He was told 
many other things, and the injunction to join none of the contending 
churches being repeated, he was promised that the true way would be 
made known to him in due time. 


Mrs. G.—Wasn’t that perfectly marvelous! Can it be pos- 
sible that God and his Son Jesus Christ stood before that boy? 


Mr. B.—Your words were well chosen although possibly un- 
consciously. God gave his prophet Isaiah a prophetic picture or 
vision of this very event, even two thousand and thirty years before 
it happened, and Isaiah describes it as follows: “Wherefore the Lord 
said, Forasmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth, and 
with their lips do honor me, but have removed their heart far from ~ 
me, and their fear toward me is taught by the precept of men: 
Therefore, behold, I will proceed to do a marvelous work among this 
people, even a marvelous work and a wonder: for the wisdom of their 
wise men shall perish, and the understanding of their prudent men 
shall be hid.” (Isa. 29:13, 14.) 


Verily God hath in all ages “‘chosen the foolish and weak things 
of the earth, to confound the wise and mighty.” (1 Cor. 1:27.) 
On one occasion while the Apostle Paul was doing missionary work 
at Ephesus he found the Ephesians worshipping an “Unknown 
God,” and he said unto them, ‘‘Whom therefore ye ignorantly wor- 
ship, him declare I unto you.” (Acts 17:23.) Paul had both seen | 
and conversed with the risen Christ, and could give them first 
hand information about the God of heaven. You will also recall 
that Jesus in his memorable prayer to his Father in heaven said: 
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“And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent.” (John 17:3.) 

And now to return to this marvelous vision in this sacred grove. 
From that very moment that 14-year old farmer boy, with only a 
limited rural education, knew more about God and his Son Jesus 
Christ than all the ministers and scholars of the age. From that 
very moment Joseph, and all the devout Latter-day Saints who have 
believed in the divinity of Joseph Smith’s mission, have intelligently 
offered up their devotions to “Our Father who art in heaven,” 


who created us his children, in his own likeness and image. How 


fitting it was that in opening up this great latter-day Gospel dis- 
pensation, that God, our Eternal Father, should come down and re- 
veal himself to man and introduce his ‘Son Jesus Christ, that the 
key of divine wisdom and eternal life might be with man. 

’ But-what of the world? The great majority of mankind are still 
ignorantly worshipping they “‘know not what.” They have con- 
jured up in their minds an “unknown God” that is an invisible, in- 
comprehensible, evanescent, chaotic nonentity, without body, parts 
or passions. An inexplainable universal force that fills the immensi- 
ty of space; so large it cannot be circumscribed, yet so small that it 
can dwell in a man’s heart. 

(Looks at watch.) I think we had better get back to the house 
as I have a few evening chores to do before dinner. 

_ As they leave the grove and walk toward the house they 
resume the conversation. 

.Major—This vision, as I understand it, came as a eae 
surprise to the boy. But I am a little curious to know just 
how his folks, and the people of the community generaily, 
received his story. 

Mr, B.—His folks, of course, had the advantage of knowing the 
boy to be conscientious and honest and that deception was not a 
part of his nature. The simple, frank manner in which he related 
his experience stamped it as the truth. The public generally 
branded it as a delusion or fraud, while the ministers said if the boy 
saw anything it was an apparition framed and enacted by the devil to 
deceive. They admitted that Satan might probably reveal things 
to a boy, but that it was beneath God’s dignity; and besides God no 
longer reveals himself to man, but gave us the Holy Bible as the only 
and perfect guide. The world had gone along for so many centuries 
without newrevelation that it was deemed sacrilegious to even ex- 
pect to hear anything from God, as the heavens were hermetically 
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sealed. They would “build and garnish the tombs and sepulchres’”’ 
of dead prophets but believed that live prophets were impossible 
and unnecessary in our day. 

But God took the boy Joseph Sinich before his mind had become 
contaminated by the dogmas and creeds of modern sectarianism, and 
used him, one of the ‘weak thingsof the world to confound le wis- 
dom of the wise.’” When the boy read the words of James, he took 
them at their face value, believing that James wrote under the in- 
fluence of the Holy Ghost, which is the spirit of prophecy. He went 
to the grove to pray with that child-like faith that brings results. 
All the holy prophets had predicted this great latter-day work, 
when Christ would finish his work of redemption and usher in a 
reign of peace and righteousness; when the Spirit of God would cover 
the earth, and be poured out upon all flesh.” And even Lucifer 
knew the time had arrived for the opening up of this work, and was 
on the job to destroy the boy Joseph and thwart the purposes of 
God if possible, but he fled from the scene at the approach of the 
heavenly Personages who had cast him out of heaven in the begin- 
ning. 

_ (Arrived at the house just in time for dinner. ) 

’ Major—Did Joseph Smith receive other visions during his life? 

Mr. B.—Yes, many of them. Let us not lose sight of the fact 
that Joseph at this time was only 14 years of age; and notwithstand- 
ing his extreme youth and lack of education and experience, ex- 
cept as a chore boy on his father’s farm; yet when he timidly told 
his remarkable story, it set the whole country in an uproar. He was 
scandalously abused by both pulpit and press. Papers all over the 
country carried big scare headlines on the front page about the back- 
woods boy claiming that the heavens were opened up to him and he 
beheld two personages, and conversed with them. Sensational 
magazine and novel writers flocked to Palmyra to gather material 
for their lurid articles and books. They listened to the floating 
local gossip and fairy stories, pieced them together, padded them up 
with their own imagination, and published them to the world as 
as “Gospel” truth. Locally Joseph Smith became the butt of ri- 
dicule. Former friends and chums now shunned him and he was 
often led to wonder why he should be so treated for telling the truth. 
He knew that he had seen a heavenly vision and could not deny it. 

He was now just entering the character formative age when a 
boy has more or less static to contend with and should have sympa- 
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thy and encouragement. That same Satanic power that attacked 
him in the grove, changing its tactics, now stealthily stalked him, 
using evil minded boy companions to lead him away from the paths 
of rectitude if it were possible. He felt condemned at times for giv- 
ing way to little temptations that he thought were offensive in the 
sight of God which at times caused him to have remorse of conscience. 
It was during one of these repentant moods (Sept. 21, 1823), that he 
went to his room and betook himself to earnest supplication to God 
for a forgiveness of all his sins. While thus engaged he noticed that 
his room began to light up and continued until it became lighter 
than the noonday sun. A heavenly personage stood by his bed with 
his feet a little above the floor. He was dressed in a robe of exquisite 
whiteness. He introduced himself-as Moroni, a prophet who had 
once lived on this continent, and said he had come from the presence 
of God, and that God had a work for Joseph to do. Told him that 
his name would be both good and evil spoken of among all nations — 
and people. Also told him there was a history of the ancient inhabi- 
tants of this continent, engraved on gold plates, deposited in a hill 
but a short distance from his father’s farm, and showed him the hill 
in vision. So vivid was the vision that it seemed that distance was 
annihilated and he was present at the hill, and saw the very spot 
where the record was hidden. Also told him that a Urim and Thum- 
mim, or interpreter, was deposited with the plates which would enable 
him to translate the characters on the plates. After quoting much 
scripture from the Old Testament and some from the New, inter- 
preting them and giving much instruction, the angel departed, leav- 
ing Joseph to meditate on what he had both seen and heard. Pres- 
ently the angel reappeared and repeated the same instructions he 
had given during the first visit, but added much more. The angel 
then took his departure only to return again and deliver the same 
message with additional instructions and telling him in some detail 
of the ancient inhabitants of America. And thus Joseph spent prac- 
tically the entire night being tutored by a heavenly messenger as 
regards the work the Lord had in store for him to do. 

Next morning he arose at the usual hour and went to the field to 
assist his father and eldest brother Alvin harrow and seed fall wheat. 
But the loss of sleep and the mental strain he had been under the 
night before had quite incapacitated him for physical labor, and 
when his father noticed that he showed signs of exhaustion, he bade 
him go to the house and lie down. Accordingly Joseph started for 
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the house but in climbing over a fence to make a near-cut to the 
house, he fell exhausted and became quite unconscious to his sur- 
roundings. Presently he heard somebody call him by name and, 
looking up, saw the same heavenly messenger standing before him that 
had appeared to him three times during the night. The angel re- 
peated the instructions of the night before, and told him to return to 
his father and tell him all that he had seen and heard and then proceed 
to the hill he had seen in the vision. Joseph returned to his father in 
the field and rehearsed all that had taken place. His father placed his 
hand on Joseph’s shoulder and said, “Joseph, my son, this is all of the 
Lord. Take heed that you carry out the angel’s instructions most 
faithfully.” 

Joseph now went to the hill, which he readily recognized, and 
proceeded to the very spot he had so vividly seen in vision. The 
spot designated proved to be a smooth stone of considerable size, 
rounded or beveled inthe center and sloping to the edge. It took 
only a little time to clear away the soil from around the edge of the 
stone, after which he procured a dry limb that had been broken from 
one of the trees, which he used as a lever to pry up the stone and be- 
held for the first time the gold plates, the breast-plate and Urim and 
Thummim, snugly fitted in a stone box that was made of flat stones 
set in cement, making it weather proof. Joseph looked upon them 
with admiration for a moment, then reached forth his hands to re- 
move them from the repository, when Moroni, the angelic custodian, 
stood by and forbade him, telling him that the time had not yet 
arrived for the sacred history to be entrusted to him, and proceeded 
to give him further instructions, then made an appointment with 
him to meet him there one year from that date. 

Major—Pardon me, Elder Bean, but may I ask just what, if 
any, effect these new visions had on the local community. 


The Prophet Receives the Book of Mormon Plates 


Mr. B.—About the only noticeable effect the new visions had 
was to add to Joseph’s unpopularity, and start a new crop of false- 
hoods about the Smith family, all of which made it quite difficult 
for members of the family to get employment in the neighborhood, 
and they found it necessary to seek work elsewhere. Joseph hired 
out to work for a man by the name of Josiah Stoal of Chenango 
county, N.Y. Hiswork took him to Harmony, Susquehanna county, 
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Pa., where Mr. Stoal and others heard there was an abandoned 
Spanish mine. While working at this job Joseph boarded at the 
home of Isaac Hale, and it was here that he met his future wife. 
Joseph and Mr. and Mrs. Hale’s daughter Emma became mutually 
attracted to each other and some two years later were married. 
During the four years intervening between 1823 and 1827 Joseph 
faithfully kept his annual appointments with the Angel Moroni at _ 
the Hill Cumorah. On September 22, 1827, the sacred contents of 
the stone box were entrusted to his care with strict instructions in re- 
gard to their use, care and protection. They were not to become 
public property, to be seen and handled by curious people, but only 
to such persons as God might designate to bear witness to the world. 

Mrs. G.—I can readily see that the whole neighborhood would 
naturally be very anxious to see the plates, and if not allowed to see 
or handle them, would become skeptical. 

_ Mr. B.—Quite true. As soon as it was rumored in the village 
that Joseph had the gold plates in his possession the erstwhile 
friends and neighbors of the Smith family lost no time in getting 
out here, believing that they would be allowed, not only to see them, 
but to handle and examine them without restraint. When they 
learned that Joseph had received strict instructions not to let them 
get out of his possession, that they were sacred and not public 
property, they went away sorely disappointed and old time friends 
soon became enemies. Committees called and mildly demanded ~ 
that they be permitted to see them, or-at least be furnished with 
some proof that he had the plates ih his possession. But they got 
but little satisfaction. The villagers became more bitter and deter- 
mined, and as a result the place was mobbed; the floor torn up in 
places and their cooper shop was wrecked by the rabble hunting for 
the plates. : 

Major—Is it a fair question to ask how they were kept from 
the mob? 

Mr. B.—When Joseph brought the plates, Urim and Thummim | 
and the breastplate from the hill, he excavated under the large flat — 
hearth-stone that was in front of che fireplace in this room, and puta 
box or chest of convenient size in the hole, then placed the plates 
and the other articles in the box and replaced the stone. He had the 
plates here for about three months, during which time he familiar- 
ized himself with the engravings on the plates, learned how to adjust 
the breastplate with the Urim and Thummim attached, and learned 
that the characters, which run in parallel lines, had to be translated 
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_.from the right to left. He transcribed some of the characters on 
paper and gave the translation in English. But he was so constantly 
annoyed by prowlers or “Peeping toms,” newspaper reporters and 
hostile opposition in the neighborhood, that he found it quite im- 
possible to proceed with the translation. At this stage his wife wrote 
to her father in Harmony, Pa., and got permission to go there, where 
they could, as they thought, translate unmolested. He took the 
contents of the box from under the hearth-stone, put it in a new 
barrel and filled the barrel up with beans Martin Harris, a well-to- 
do farmer living just north of Palmyra village, who had become 
somewhat interested in Joseph’s story, slipped fifty dollars into 
Joseph’s hand to help them on their way. Later Martin Harris, 
being a little skeptical, decided to go to Harmony to further investi- 
gate. While there he took some of the characters Joseph had tran- 
scribed onto paper, with their translation, to New York City, to 
show them to Prof. Charles Anthon of the Columbia College, who 
wrote out a certificate stating that the characters were genuine and 
the translation correct. Martin Harris came back fully convinced 
that Joseph Smith’s story was true. He remained in Harmony for 
some time, acting as scribe while Joseph translated. He was later 
succeeded by a young rural school teacher, Oliver Cowdery, who 
boarded for a few weeks at the Smith home where he heard the whole 
story of Joseph’s experience. Oliver Cowdery was greatly impressed 
and decided to further investigate, and accordingly at the close of 
his school, the latter part of March, he proceeded to Harmony, Pa., 
to get first hand information from Joseph’s own lips. Oliver was 
soon fully convinced that Joseph Smith had indeed conversed with 
angelic messengers, that God had revealed himself again to man, 
that Joseph Smith had in his possession a sacred record containing a 
history of the fulness of the Gospel, and he decided to cast his lot 
with the young prophet, and acted as his scribe during the remainder 
of the translation. 


Divine Authority Conferred 


While thus engaged in the translation they came to where 
it gave an account of the ancient inhabitants of America being 
baptized for the remission of their sins. It so impressed Joseph 
and Oliver that they repaired to the woods on the banks of the Sus- 
quehanna river, where they daily offered up their supplications, and 
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made special inquiry of the Lord on the essentiality of baptism - 
While thus engaged they became enveloped ina halo of light and 

saw before them a heavenly personage who introduced himself as 

John, he that was anciently called the Baptist, who said he had 

come, under the direction of Peter, James and. John, to confer upon 

them the Aaronic Priesthood, and, placing his hands on their heads, 

he said: “Upon you my fellow servants, in the name of the Messiah, - 
I confer the Priesthood of Aaron, which holds the keys of the min- 

istering of angels, and of thegospel of repentance, and of baptism by 

immersion for the remission of sins; and this shall never be taken 

again from the earth, until the sons of Levi do offer again an offering 

unto the Lord in righteousness.” He told them that Peter, James 

and John, who held the keys of the higher or Melchizedek Priest- 

hood, would later visit them and confer upon them the higher Priest- 

hood. Being thus ordained, and at the Angel’s command, they pro- 

ceeded to baptize each other in the Susquehanna river. 

This was the first divine authority delegated to man in this 
dispensation. These young men were the only persons duly author- 
ized to officiate in God’s holy ordinances in the name of Jesus Christ. - 
Soon after this Hyrum and Samuel H. Smith, brothers of Joseph, 
came to Harmony on a visit, and learning of the glorious visitation 
of John the Baptist and the conferring of the lesser, or Aaronic 
Priesthood, they demanded baptism and became the first converts 
to the gospel in this dispensation. 

Major—This is very interesting. But pray tell me, how did the 
local clergy and his new Pennsylvania neighbors accept this last 
heavenly manifestation? 

Mr. B.—They didn’t accept them. They didn’t believe a word 
of it. Had they accepted it as genuine it would have been equivalent 
to admitting that they had been preaching and baptizing without 
authority. So they got exceeding hostile and became willing tools 
in the hands of his majesty, the devil, in stirring up persecution 
against Joseph and his associates, and made it so uncomfortable 
that they had to seek a more congenial locality. They had previous- 
ly met members of the Whitmer family, living in Fayette township, 
Seneca county, N. Y., and wrote them for the privilege of coming 
there to continue the translation. The request was granted and 
David Whitmer, son of Peter Whitmer, came after them with a 
team and wagon. 

Mrs. G.—Pardon me. But did he hide the plates in a barrel of 
beans this time? 
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Mr. B.—By this time Joseph had become quite well acquainted 
with this ancient Prophet Moroni who was the last scribe and cus- 
todian of the ancient record. When Joseph and Emma were travel- 
ing from Manchester to Harmony in a farm wagon with the plates 
hidden in the bottom of a barrel of beans, the wagon was searched on 
two different occasions by men looking for the plates. Jesus said: 
“IT can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judg- 
ment is just: because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the 
Father which hath sent me.” (John 5:30.) Joseph also felt keenly 
the responsibility resting upon him. The plates were a sacred charge 
to him. He feared lest wicked men might lie in wait for them on 
their way to Fayette. Up to this time Joseph had received not less 
than a dozen visitations from the Angel Moroni, during which he re- 
ceived very minute instructions. He began to feel that he was per- 
sonally acquainted with this heavenly visitor and that he could lean, 
or depend on him, for assistance. And on this particular occasion, 
by special arrangement, the Angel took charge of the plates at Har- 
mony and delivered them to Joseph again on his arrival at the Whit- 

“mer farm in Fayette township, in the state of New York. 

Mrs. G.—Why, I had no idea that Joseph Smith had seen so 
many heavenly visions. 

Mr. B.—If you follow up your investigations into what is 
popularly called “Mormonism,” you will learn that this boy, Joseph 
Smith, became one of the greatest prophets the world has ever had. 
He was a natural seer. 

From December 1827, Joseph and Emma made their official 
home in Harmony, where they owned a little home and farm con- 
sisting of 134 acres of land. In addition to the visitations of the 
Angel Moroni, John the Baptist, Peter James and John, he also re- 
ceived fifteen or more revelations that are found in oneof our stand- 
ard works known as the Doctrine and Covenants. 

Now, you folks are probably tired and would like to retire early 
and get a good night’s rest. Tomorrow we will go to the Whitmer 
home, some thirty miles distant. We will take a lunch and stop at 
Seneca Lake, where some of the early baptisms were performed. 
Mrs. Bean will go with us as chaperon. We will also stop at the Hill 
Cumorah on our way back. : 


At the Whitmer Home 
Mr. B.—Well, here we are at the old Peter Whitmer home 
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Many incidents of historic interest to the Latter-day Saints cluster 
around this humble farmstead. The farm is known in “Mormon” 
history as the Peter Whitmer farm. We are now in Fayette town- 
ship, but the little village of Fayette is about five miles from here. 
Major—Now let me get my bearings. Yesterday we left Joseph 


and his scribe, Cowdery, at Harmony, Pa., besieged by human wolves 


using a wolf in sheep’s clothing as their leader. 

Mr. B.—Yes, that is putting it about right. And David 
Whitmer of this farm had arrived on the scene with a team and 
wagon to rescue them and bring them safely to this place. The 


Angel Moroni brought the plates from Harmony and delivered them — 


to Joseph in the orchard back of the house, and Joseph resumed the 
work of translation in the chamber, or bedroom upstairs in the north- 
east part of this old home. They arrived here June 29, 1829. You 
will observe that the house is of the old colonial type. The original 
pillars and porch became so badly decayed that they were torn 
away about 60 years ago. But as it was necessary to make some re- 
pairs on the house, we decided to bring it back to its original style 
which necessitated making a new porch and pillars. The porch and 
pillars are placed exactly where the original ones were. We also 
repaired the old wooden gutters, and replaced some of the decayed 
siding. The old barn was remodeled and the roof raised about 50 
years ago. The old tree that stood near the fence by the side of the 
~road where some open air meetings were held died of old age, and 
only the stump remains. These old locust shade trees that have been 
wired together to keep them from falling apart are more than a 
hundred years old, and will soon die of old age. Only one or two of 
~ the original apple trees remain. Thomas Creek where, it is said, a 
few of the early baptisms were performed, is about a half-mile east 
of here. The grove where the Three Witnesses viewed the gold 
plates covered the northwest corner of the farm, but has since been 
cleared away. 


Mrs. G.—Then there were others besides Joseph Smith who saw | 


the plates. 


Mr. B.—Yes! In ail ages of the world it has taken two or more © 


witnesses to establish any truth. And during the translation of this 
sacred record, Joseph found that when this record should come forth 
in the last days, that ““God would raise up special witnesses, besides 
the one to whom the record should be delivered,” that their testi- 
mony might go forth to the four quarters of the earth, to bear wit- 


ness of the book’s divinity. The three men thus favored were Oliver i 
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Cowdery, David Whitmer and Martin Harris. By special appoint- 
ment these men, with Joseph, repaired to the above mentioned 
grove and, selecting a secluded spot, knelt down and each prayed in 
turn. As the last man said “Amen”! the angel Moroni stood before 
them, standing behind a table on which were the gold plates, Urim 
-and Thummim, sword of Laban, and the Liahona. The Angel, 
turning the leaves, or plates, with his fingers, said that they had been 
correctly translated by the gift and. power of God, and instructed 
them to bear witness to the world to that effect. As a result, the 
testimony of these honorable men is found on a fly-leaf of every 
Book of Mormon that comes from the pess. Their testimony is now . 
reaching practically every ‘‘nation, kindred, tongue, and people.” 
It was on this farm where fifteen or more important revelations 
relative to organization and church government, preaching the Gos- 
pel, etc., were given. It .was here that, on April 6, 1830, by vir- 
tue of the authority conferred upon Joseph and Oliver by the Apostles 
Peter, James and John, the “Church of Jesus Christ’? was organ- 
ized in this latter-day dispensation, with the following six members, 
viz.: Joseph Smith, Jun., Oliver Cowdery, Hyrum Smith, Peter 
Whitmer Jun., Samuel H. Smith, and David Whitmer. It was here 
where the first Gospel sermon was preached, and the first conference 
of the Church of Jesus Christ was held in this dispensation. 
, Mrs. G.—Pardon me, Elder Bean, but just what do you mean 
by dispensation? e 

Mr. B.—At various times during our world’s history, God, 
through his authorized prophets and inspired servants, has dis- 
pensed his mind and will to his children here on the earth. The last 
of these dispensations was under the administration of Jesus and 
his apostles. The Messianic dispensation extended to this continent, 
and is found recorded in the New Testament and the Book of Mor- 
mon. The Apostle Paul called it the “Gospel (story) of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, which was the power of God unto salvation. But 
after the death of Jesus and his apostles, and the early saints, most 
of whom were put to death by their enemies, the Church soon went 
into decay and was absorbed by paganism. The Apostle John, 90 
years A.D., miraculously escaped death, but was exiled or banished 
- as a prisoner to the isle of Patmos. While on this lonely isle, God 
poured out upon him the spirit of prophecy and he saw and proph- 
esied concerning things that were to take place “‘hereafter.”’ Among 
other things which he saw was ‘‘an angel flying in the midst of 
heaven, having the everlasting Gospel to preach unto them that 
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dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue 
and people.” (Rev. 14:6.) When the Angel Moroni entrusted 
these plates, with beautifully engraved ancient characters on them, 
to Joseph Smith this prophecy of John’s was literally fulfilled. 

The Book of Mormon contains a history of the ‘everlasting 
Gospel” written in such plain and simple language that even a person 
with but an ordinary education can readily understand it, if he will 
but rid himself of prejudice, and allow himself to become susceptible 
to the spirit in which it was written. This book has now been trans- 
lated and printed in upwards of fifteen different languages; and 
hundreds of thousands of copies-are being distributed among prac- 
tically all nations by more than two thousand missionaries who, as a 
labor of love for their fellow man, are doing it without remuneration. 
(Looks at watch.) I see that it will be noon by the time we can 
get over to Seneca, where we are to eat our lunch. And we must 
take time also to climb to the crest of the Hill Cumorah on our way 
home. But, let us first go through the old home, and see the upper 
chamber where some of the translation was done, and important 
visions took place. » 

(After which they return via Cumorah. ) 


Arrive at the Hill Cumorah. 


Mr. B.—(They arrive at Cumorah farm and all climb to the 
brow of hill. )—Weare now standing on the top of the hill Cumorah 
better known, locally, as ““Mormon Hill.” Out west we would call 
it a “hog-back”’ hill. The geologist would call it a drumlin hill. 
You will observe that it is about one and a half miles long by one rod 
wide here at the point where we stand, gradually widening toward 
the south. You will notice that it is but one of the many hills of 
the same type peculiar to this section of Western New York. You 
have also probably noticed in our travels today that Finger Lakes 
and all these long hills have the same trend. The scientists tell us 
that the Lakes were gullied out and the hills ricked up by a receding 
glacier. : 

Major—What does the word Cumorah mean? .; 

Mr. B.—I do not know the interpretation of the word, but I 
will relate a very important and outstanding incident in the pre- 
Columbian history of this region, and you can hazard your own 
guess. This is where the great final battles and last struggle between 
the Lamanites (the American Indians) and the Nephites, the 
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ancient civilized white race, that built up the great ancient cities 
of Mexico, Central and South America, the ruins of which the 
archeologists are now restoring, took place. The white race had been 
driven from their possessions in the south and had been fighting a 
defensive warfare for some years and were now fast dwindling in 
numbers because of the mutiny of some of their army which went 
over to the Lamanites. The situation became so desperate that 
Mormon, the great prophet-general of the white race, wrote General 
Aaron of the Lamanites (Indians) and asked for the privilege of 
assembling his scattered people in Cumorah land, which request was 
granted. Mormon tells us that he began to gather his people to 
Cumorah land, and pitched their tents around a hill which was also 
called Cumorah. Or in other words, Mormon: selected this par- 
ticular region of lakes, streams and drumlin hills for defensive battle, 
and established his headquarters possibly by this hill, which is also 
of glacier formation. 

For several years Mormon had spent much of his time abridg- 
ing the records containing a history of his people for a thousand - 
years past. And now that many of his troops had mutinied and 
gone over to the enemy, and feeling that he might, at any time be 
slain, he wrote an epistle to his son Moroni, who commanded an 
army of 10,000 in one of the outlying sectors, saying: “I trust that I 
may see yousoon; for I have sacred records that I would deliver up 
unto thee.”” Later Mormon wrote the following into the records: 
“And knowing that it would be the last struggle of my people, I 
have been commanded of the Lord that I should not suffer that the 
records which had been handed down by my fathers, which were 
sacred, to fall into the hands of the Lamanites (as they would de- 
stroy them, ) therefore I made this record out of the plates of Nephi, 
and hid up in the hill Cumorah all ‘the records which had been 
entrusted to me by the hand of the Lord, save it were these few 
plates which IJ gave to my son Moroni.”’ 

Soon afterward Mormon was slain in one of the last hand-to- 
hand battles, and his son Moroni, to whom he had delivered the 
abridgment, finished the record. Moroni survived his father some 
twenty years, during which he saw the final destruction of his 
people, abridged the 24 plates containing a: brief history of the Jared- 
ites, who preceded the Nephites to this continent, whose record 
had fallen into the hands of the Nephites. Moroni also added a 
number of postscripts of his own, and certain letters or epistles his 
father had written. The few Nephites whoescaped the slaughter were 
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relentlessly hunted by their enemies, the Lamanites, and Moroni, 
feeling that it would only be a matter of days before they would find 
him, excavated into the side of this hill, not far from where we stand, 
and built into it a stone box made of flat stones set in cement to 
make it water-tight. Into this stone receptacle he deposited the gold 
plates and Urim and Thummin, or interpreters. He then put a 
large flat stone on the box and filled the excavation with earth. 
This is the record we have been following in our narrative today. On 
September 22, 1827, this same record, with the Urim and Thummim, 
was delivered to Joseph Smith, jun., by this selfsame Nephite proph- 
et and scribe. . 

Major—You think then that it was around this hill where the 
ancient white race was destroyed. 

Mr. B.—They probably fought for months from all these drum- 
lin hills of the Finger Lakes region, gradually closing in on the 
Nephite headquarters, which was by this hill, which they selected as 
their official lookout or signal hill. Standing out alone as it does, 
they could see the enemy approaching from quite a distance. 


Confirmatory Evidence 


Major—What proof have you that this locality \ was an ancient 
battle-field? 

Mr. B.—When the early settlers from the New Euclid states 
began to locate in this part of Western N. ¥. in 1790, and for some 
years later, they found bushels of spear and arrow heads on these hog- 
backed hills. Also when they began to clear and plow the flat lands © 
they found thousands more; and even to this day frequently dig up 
these ancient implements of warfare. 

Also, some years ago, while they were building the eeecreay line 
between Rodhester and Syracuse, a steam shovel, while at work about 
two miles from Palmyra, scooped out about 70 skeletons, but, not 
wishing to disturb an ancient burial ground, ceased digging. J 

Just out of the city of Buffalo about four years ago the municipal 
steam shovel unearthed over 150 skulls. In each of the above places 
it looked like hundreds had crumbled to dust around edges of the 
depressions where they were found. It was noticeable that where > 
gravel predominated, the skulls and bones were quite well preserved; 
but where they had come in contact with loam soil they had crumbled 
to dust. ; 
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In the municipal gravel pit at Canandai, they dig out one or 
more skeletons every year. Three years ago they dug out three well 
preserved skeletons, one of which had a spear head wedged in between 


two ribs. 


Had they continued to dig at the above mentioned places they 


- might have found thousands more. If the places mentioned, which 


make up but an infinitismal fraction of the area of this particular 


— 


section, were discovered by accident, it stands to reason that there 
might be hundreds of other buria] grounds. It merely indicates 
that during the early outlying battles they gave those who fell in 
battle a semblance of a burial; but after the final battles which were 
fought in the immediate vicinity of this hill, where the white race 
had their headquarters, they made no attempt to bury their dead. 
The white race was destroyed andthe Indians were not interested. 
Moroni was the last survivor of the white race and, after witnessing 
the destruction of his people, he wrote a brief obituary on the plates 
entrusted to him by his father, Mormon, and hid them in this hull. 

Mrs. G.—What finally Reeiee of Ve plates? 

Mr. B.—When Joseph Smith got through translating, by special 
arrangement he showed them to eight persons who were permitted 
to handle them and examine the engravings on the plates. These 
eight witnesses consisted of three members of the Smith family, four 
members of the Whitmer family and a friend by the name of Page. 
After which Joseph brought them to this hill and delivered them to 
their custodian, the angel Moroni, whohad entrusted them to Joseph 
Smith for translation. They were probably placed with the main — 
collection of ancient records that were deposited in this hill by 
Mormon about 400 A. D. 

Major—lIs there any likelihood that these records will some cae 


be found and translated? 


Mr. B.—In due time they will be revealed to man and portions 
of them will be translated into modern languages for the enlighten- 


ment of all nations. Science is always about 100 years behind re- 
vealed truth. We have been distributing the revealed history of the 


ancient civilized inhabitants of this continent and the true origin 
of the American Indians for nearly 100 years. Archeological ex- 
*peditions have been delving into the ruins of Mexico, South and 
‘Ceritral Americas for more than 50 years, but as yet have come to no 


definite conclusions, but have accumulated much data.This is a 


‘day of science and there is a tendency among even the civilized 


nations to accept scientific theories rather than revealed truths. 
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But it is quite possible that in the not distant future that the arch- 
eologists will get together and compare notes on their findings among 
the ancient ruins of this continent and decide, probably reluctantly, 
that the Book of Mormon is the solution of pre-Columbian history; 
then it is just possible that the Lord will reveal more of a similar 
nature for them to ponder over. The Book of Mormon is no longer 
the “‘stumbling block’ that it used to be. The scientists are helping 
us to prove its divinity. 4 

Now let us sit down on this historic hill and reason together 
‘afew moments. Why should we consider it a strange thing that God : 
would reveal himself and by heavenly messengers reveal his mind and 
will to manin this age? Surely that is not a new doctrine. At divers 
times for 4000 years the Lord revealed himself to his servants the | 
prophets, and if he is the same unchangeable God yesterday, today 
and forever, and as he is “no respecter of persons,” the doctrine of | 
new revelation should not shock anybody. Especially to Bible 
readers should it have a familiar tone as it is the only doctrine men-_ 
tioned in the Bible that was recognized by the Lord. For Pious | 
people to claim that they are in possession of the Holy Ghost and at 
the same time deny that there are or can be communications with 
the heavens is absurd to say the least, as one of the principal powers 
of the Holy Ghost was to “bring things to our remembrance and 
show us things to come, “‘to “bear witness of the Father and | 
Son,” to “receive of the Son and deliver it unto you,” etc. 

Mrs. G.—Pardon me, Mr. Bean, but don’t you think that one 
of the principal reasons that the people did not accept this new | 
aaa 

Mr. B.—Pardon me. You mean old religion—Biblical religion 

Mrs. G.—Perhaps I should have said old religion renewed. But 
had it come from a more scholarly or ministerial source, don’t you | 
think it would have been accepted? 

Mr. B.—Quite likely. Jesus once said, “I come in my Father’s 
name and ye received me not; if one comes in his own name him ye 
will receive.” I sometimes think that had.some farmer accidently 
plowed up the records and some linguist or eminent scholar had 
translated them by his own wisdom, even if they were incorrectly 
translated, they would have been ees as the greatest find of the 
age. Newananee: would have had big headlines about the wonderful 
find. But the claim of divine origin brands them at once as spurious: 
and unsavory. But God did not adopt that policy in bringing to 
pass his purposes. He takes the “‘weak and foolish things to bring 
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_ to naught the wisdom of the wise.” His prophets were taken from 


the humbler walks of life. Some were farmers, some were mere 
boys. The Son of God was not born in a palace, neither was he 
educated in a Rabbinical school. When he began his earthly minis- 


_ try he did not select his disciples from the Sanhedrin, chief scribes or 


from the Rabbinical schools. Joseph Smith was no exception. The 


~ Lord took him before he was spoiled—before he became saturated 


with sectarian notions. He could be moulded for the work that the 
Lord had planned for the opening up of this great and last Gospel 
dispensation. He was tutored for his work by heavenly messengers. 
He did nothing of himself, ever following the instructions he re- 
ceived from angelic teachers or by use of the Urim and Thummim. 
All the authority to act officially in God’s name, and all the keys of 


_ former dispensations, were committed unto him by heavenly per- 


- gations. 


sonages who held the authority or keys in their respective dispen- 

Had Joseph Smith lived in Biblical days, and even a fraction 
of the heavenly visitations and revelations he received been recorded 
and come down to our day as scripture, he would have been lauded 


_ by all Christendom as one of the greatest prophets that ever lived 


upon the earth. Yes, we all but worship ancient prophets and saints 
who were stoned to death for the testimony of Jesus; but when God 


_ Yaises up a prophet in the “‘latter days’ to usher in a “‘marvelous 


= 


work and a wonder’, even the “dispensation of the fulness of times,” 
when there is to be a “‘restitution of all things that has been spoken 
of by all the holy prophets since the world began,” they, even pro- 
fessed followers of Christ, cried “Crucify him! Crucify him!” and 
the ‘‘shouts of the rabble prevail,’ and he shared the same fate as 
the prophets of other dispensations. He died at the hands of relig- 
ious fanatics. 

Yet this martyred prophet who was brought up in this neigh bor- 
hood, and who was dubbed by his neighbors as an illiterate, tow- 
headed dreamer, jack-knife swapper, wood-chuck trapper, smoke- 
house purloiner, sheep thief, etc.; without education or experience, 
with no literary ability, has given to the world a book of some 588 
pages of closely printed reading matter. This book, known as the 
Book of Mormon, contains the names of scores of men and cities 
that were never seen in print before. This book gives a beautifully 
connected history of the ancient inhabitants of America. The Book 
of Mormon has stood the critical criticisms of this scientific age, and 


with every new archeological discovery it shines out all the brighter 
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and stronger. Joseph Smith does not claim to be its author, but. 
says that he translated it by the “gift and power of God.” This 
statement more than any other condemns the book as being un- 
worthy of credence. Asa result, the “wise and prudent” ones brand 
Joseph Smith as a fraud, and so-called ‘‘“Mormonism’’ a hoax. 

Have you ever heard of anything based on a fraud or lie con- 
tinue to grow and prosper for a hundred years, gathering momentum 
year after year, and that inspite of every obstacle that the ingenui- 
ty of Satan’s emissaries could contrive to check it in its progress. 
Satan knew that when this “marvelous work and a wonder” was 
ushered in that it meant the beginning of the end for him. He has 
been playing his trump cards. The Latter-day Saints have been 
maligned with malicious intent, persecuted, mobbed, driven from | 
their possessions, many of them slain, others died of exposure, the 
church as an organization dissolved and its property confiscated by 
the highest tribunal in the United States, but it has survived all these 
obstacles and it at present shows more vitality than at any time in 
its history. Surely it must be the “little stone that was cut out of 
the mountain without hands,” which is to roll forth unchecked until 
the “knowledge of God shall cover the earth as the waters cover the 
deep,” and the “kingdoms of this world shall become the kingdoms 
of our God and his Christ.” 

The Gospel, ‘the power of God unto salvation,” was restored in 
this dispensation (Rev. 14:6, 7), to be preached to every “nation, 
kindred, tongue and people.”’ That is our mission; that is our busi- 
ness. That is what we are doing and that, too, ‘““without money and 
without price.”” And although we “preach the Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, we glory not, as necessity is laid upon us, for a DIS- 
PENSATION of the Gospel has been committed unto us, and woe 
be unto us if we preach not the Gospel.” With us preaching the 
Gospel is not a profession, but a calling, a sacrifice, a labor of love 
for our fellowman. We are exceedingly interested in the salvation 
of all God’s children and are ever ready to act as his ambassadors 
to carry the Gospel message to “‘all the peoples that peradventure 
we might save some.” The Gospel is a “‘savor of life unto life or of 
death unto death.” 

We boldly, yet humbly, declare unto the whole world that not 
many rods from where we now sit Joseph Smith had not less than 
five conversations with a heavenly messenger calling himself More- 
ni, who had once lived on this continent, and who had, under the 
direction of his father Mormon, hidden sacred records in this hill 
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which records contain a history of the “everlasting Gospel” as it was 
taught to the inhabitants of this American continent and might 
consistently be called the American volume of scripture. This 
angelic messenger, who was the last ancient scribe to write upon. 
the records, delivered these records, with the Urim and Thummim, 
to Joseph September, 27, 1827, from which he translated the book 
known as the Book of Mormon. We believe he was divinely called 
and directed to usher in this great latter day work. Our belief in 
the divine authenticity of the Book of Mormon, has given unto us 
our nick-name, “Mormons.”’ 


The End 
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